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FOREWORD

HE Tucson Chamber
o f Commerce h a s
prepared this book-

let, embodying the speech
of Mr. H. B. Titcomb,
President, Southern Pacific
Railroad Company of Mex-
ico, delivered at the Cham-
ber of Commerce banquet
in Tucson on April 16,
1923, with the hope that
you will be enabled to bet-
ter judge the opportunities
for investments on the West
Coast of Mexico.

The prosperity of the
West Coast of Mexico in-
sures increased prosperity
to Southern Arizona, and
TUCSON in particular.

Tucson is a division point
of the Southern Pacific
Railroad, and through cars
are operated from this City
of Sunshine to the wonder-
ful West Coast of Mexico.

Copyrighted 1923 by

Tucson Chamber of Commerce



School nuilding—Nogales, Sonora, Mexicn.—Population 14,750

l'athedral at Hermosillo, Sonora, Mexico.	 The architecture of Mexico's Cathedrals has long been

an attraction to tourists and a source of pride to the Mexicain people



The EMPIRE of OPPORTUNITY

Truly, the West Coast of Mexico has wonderful possibilities, and

likewise the consummation of this great transcontinental road fulfills

that far seeing vision of my predecessor, the late Colonel Epes Randolph.

Subsequent events will only prove whether or not my Company will

be justified in the wager that they have laid on Mexico. The Southern

Pacific interests are betting fourteen million dollars on the stability of the

Mexican Government.

Just a word here about these people south of our border. We do not

have to go far into history, about 1850, when to a great extent the

entire southland of the United States, especially New Mexico, Arizona

and California, was populated to a great extent by people similar to

those we find now in Mexico, and is it not a fact that many of you

point with pride to your ancestry leading back to the Spanish strain? It

is to be regretted that fanciful writers traverse the West Coast and

chronicle the dirty habits of pigs and zopilotes (buzzards) and the un-

earthly clanging of church bells. I am not defending nor trying to

picture the beasts in other than the habits that they follow, but I know

that you all agree that God put these on earth for a definite purpose,

and a good one. The person who objects to the ringing of cracked bells

from a church tower, I do not believe is a good citizen in any community.

These people are simple in their mode of living, a great many of them

are in poverty. It is only a few years ago, as President Obregon stated,

that ninety per cent of his people were in poverty.

I am impressed with the feeling that the average Mexican has against

foreigners, especially the American, but greater than half of the feeling

lies in the cunning exploiter who has traded on the innocence of these

people in order to further his. selfish or financial ends, double-crossing

and out-trading until there is no wonder that a natural resentment woulj

set in.

The slogan or sentiment - that we must take to this virgin territory is

treat with these people fairly and honestly and you will be dealt with in

absolute fairness.

It may be interesting to quote, in part, from President Obregon's

address of March 5, .1923:

"Mexico is not a country opposed to civilization; but it does oppose

and shall oppose the imposition of certain kind of civilization, as its
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Flour Mill at Hermosillo, Sonora, Mexico. Population 19,250.	 175 miles south of Nogales

Bean field in Sinaloa
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sole desire is to obtain same through the efforts of its own sons and the

support of any one wishing to grant same without adverse pretensions, in

order that civilization may be obtained in absolute accord with its origin

and without losing any of its noble characteristics and sacred traditions.

* * * * * and if we recognize that there are people governed by men who

have known how to obtain larger conquests for them, on the ground of

progress and science, we consider ourselves with absolute right to demand

from such people a frank and decided support in order that we may

obtain the advantages they are enjoying."

There is no question but that the Mexican Republic realizes the neces-

sity of foreigners and foreign capital to come to their territory, but

naturally they are careful, skeptical and we must show them that we are

dealing with the Republic properly.

WHAT IS MEXICO AND ITS POSSIBILITIES?

As a matter of comparison—from the northerly boundary line of the

State of California to Yuma on the Southern Pacific railroad, there are

approximately 1,100 miles; the distance from Nogales to Guadalajara

will be 1,100 miles. I believe California has about 156,000 sq. miles;

there will be approximately the same area tributary to the lines of the

Southern Pacific of Mexico on the West Coast, bordering the Gulf of

California.

Bank Building at Gua n nias
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Oat field at Esperangn, Sonora, Mexico.	 329 miles south of Nogales
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Culiacan,	 Sinaloa, Mrxico.	 Population	 15,000.	 597	 n,ii es	outh	 of	 Nogales

are some of the export figures for the year	 1922 through

District:

Cattle $2,500,000.00,

Hides 	 280,000.00
Garbanzo 	 850,000.00
Sugar 	 4,450,000.00
Tomatoes 	  	 1,250,000.00
Gold  750,000.00
Silver 	  	 2,280,000.00
Copper 	  	 5,270,000.00
Graphite 	 160,000.00

Total 	 $17,790,000.00

Mexico buys a great variety of goods; everything that Uncle Sam has

to sell.

The importations for the year 1922 amounted to over $14,411,000.00

through the Nogales District. This is the figure that is up to you gen-

tlemen of the United States to increase, and you can increase it.

These

Nogales

the
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LET US SEE WHAT WE HAVE IN MEXICO

First, from an agricultural standpoint:
The first river of importance in the State of Sonora is the Sonora,

although the Valley of the Rio Magdalena has smaller possibilities. There
arc 200,000 acre feet of water available in this river, and while the
general condition of this district may be considered arid, the gardens of
Syria, which have existed for 4,000 years, are in a territory similar and
parallel to the wonderful possibilities of this valley.

Main canal of Richardson Construction Company at Esperanza. 850,000 acres of irrigable land in
this proect in the Yaqui River Valley

Next, we have the Yaqui Rk'ei- Valley. To give you some idea of the
possibilities here, there are, at least, 850,000 acres of irrigable land.
The Imperial Valley in California, together with the irrigable area in
Lower California, amounts to approximately 900,000 acres; therefore,
this one little spot is greater than the entire possibilities of the Imperial
Valley. As to its products, we have shipped last year upwards of 200
carloads of rice and 250 carloads of wheat; possibilities for cotton are
enormous; citrus fruits grow in abundance; and the location is ideal for
alfalfa, cattle and dairy products. At present, this valley has 40,000
acres under cultivation. A diversion dam is under construction which
will bring in an additional 100,000 acres, and a storage dam is contem-
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Flitted and, I understand, has been financed; this dam will bring under

cultivation 750,000 acres, with positive water supply.

Next, is the Rio Mayo Valley, which is located in the Navojoa District.

This is a great garbanzo district. 1,200 tons of garbanzo are produced

annually, and there arc 200,000 acres of available land. Here we have

good climate, fine soil and proximity to both high mountains and the sea.

Next, is the Fuerte River Valley in the San Bias District. There are

150,000 acres of river bottom lands, with additional 350,000 accres
available for cultivation and irrigation. The United Sugar Companies

have their sugar mills at Los Mochis, which produce about 20,000 tons

of sugar annually, with a relative percentage of alcohol, which we

cannot get into the United States. Last year there were, at least, 600

Guaymas, Sonora, Mexico. Harbor and City of Guaymas. Population 15,000. 265 miles south
of Nogales. Harbor entirely land-locked and one of the safest on the Pacific Coast

carloads of tomatoes and vegetables shipped from this district alone. The
possibilities are wonderful and the ground has only been "scratched".

Next we have the Sinaloa and Mocorito Valleys. Here we have
250,000 acres of available rich land, and from this territory alone there
will be 100,000 sacks of garbanzo shipped this year.

Then we have the Culiacan River Valley. There are 300,000 acres
of available land. Upwards of 175 carloads of vegetables are raised
here and there are upwards of 5,000 tons of sugar cane ground annually
at the sugar mill at Navolato. Here, also, we have the dyewood pro-
ducing section; 4,000 tons of dyewood are produced annually, and there
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are immense areas of pine and oak timber within a few miles from

Culiacan.

The Mexican government has just about completed the Canal Rosales,

which will irrigate 150,000 acres of land. This was constructed at a

cost to the Government of about three million pesos, showing the pro-

gressive spirit of these people.

Rio San Lorenzo Valley—In this valley we have the sugar plantation

of the Rado Brothers, where there are 200,000 acres of arable land;

10,000 tons of sugar are produced here annually. This also is a shipping

point for dyewoods.
Rios Elota and Piaxtla Vallev—Tilese valleys are in the vicinity of

La Cruz and San Dimas, and contain 1.50,000 acres of rich bottom lands.

Sugar Refinery at El Dorado, Sinaloa, Mexico. 641 miles south of Nogales

Presidio River Valley—This valley has, at least, 100,000 acres of land

susceptible to cultivation. There are 1,700 acres of tomatoes and vege-

tables planted annually. Here, there is also a cotton mill, of 400 spindles,

that produces a coarse grade of cotton cloth.

Rosario River Valley—There are 50,000 acres of available land in this

valley. Tomatoes and vegetables grow in abundance,

Rio Acaponeta Valley—There are 300,000 acres of land available in

this valley. Corn and shrimp are the principal products. There are

13,000 banana plants now bearing.

San Pedro River Valley and Santiago River Valley—These valleys have

a combined area of about 600,000 acres with a natural subterranean flow

and irrigation is not necessary. 6,500 acres are now planted in winter
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Sugar Cane Field near El Dorado, Sinaloa, Mexico
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Lifting load of sugar cane at sugar factory, Puga, Nayarit, Mexico

Rio Santiago. 880 miles south of Nogales
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vegetables, and there is produced annually 150 carloads of tobacco as

well as 50 carloads of cotton.

TEPIC, STATE OF NAYARIT

Here is located the famous Aguirre ranch, with about 500,000 acres,

and even with their primitive methods, they produce 6,000 tons of sugar

annually. There are two cotton mills of 4-00 spindles each.

It may be interesting to note about 50 miles south of Mazatlan on the

Coast cocoanuts are grown, and one firm alone has spent over 200,000

dollars gold in developing this industry, which will within a few years

be a very valuable crop.

Sinaloa Mangos. Here grows anything that one may desire. Culiacan is famous for its mangoes and
chirimoyas

BETWEEN TEPIC AND LA QUEMADA

Here we go through a garbanzo, corn and sugar territory, bringing in

many thousand acres of land under cultivation.

RAINFALL

In the State of Sinaloa, say, from about San Bias to a short distance

north of Mazatlan, the average rainfall is about 20 inches. From

Mazatlan south, the rainfall averages 30 inches to as high as 60 inches

in the State of Nayarit, in the vicinity of Tepic. Therefore, from Maza-

tlan south to Tepic, irrigation is not essential.
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Sinaloa Bananas. Here also are to be frmind the Papayas, Anuacates and Chirimoyas

Cathedral at Acaponeta, Nayarit, Mexico. Population 4,800. 828 miles south of Nogales
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MINING INDUSTRY

The big copper mines are at Cananea, in the State of Sonora; they

produce normally 1,900 tons of copper bullion monthly. These mines.

have over 100 miles of underground development at the present time.

At La Colorada, Sonora, about 190 miles south of Nogales, there is

produced between three and four thousand tons of amorphous graphite

annually. These mines were first discovered in 1867, and shipments have

been made continuously since 1895 and the deposit seems inexhaustible.

On our Tonichi Branch, one of the principal mines is the La Dura,

which has been in operation since . 1887, and it is reported that six

million dollars of silver have been taken out of this mine; and this

region, all the way north to Nacozari, is rich in mineral deposits of silver

and copper.

Thirty miles west of Esperanza is the famous Mina Grande, operated

since 1792.

At Alamos, the terminus of our branch from Navojoa, is the Minas

Nuevas property, which has been worked since 1856. It is estimated to

have produced one million ounces of silver annuaally during the last one

hundred years.

At Fuerte, near San Bias, there is an old flooded mine which was

worked from 1715 to 1800, and it is said there have been over one hun-

dred million pesos in silver taken out of this mine.

Near Dimas, Sinaloa, we have the "Guadalupe de los Reyes" mine, as

well as the "Candelaria" and "San Luis" mines. Project is on foot here

Fanions Minas del Tajo at Rosario, Sinaloa, Mexico. 774 miles south of Nogales
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to develop a hydro-electric plant to furnish power and light for Culiacan
and Mazatlan.

Near Rosario, Sinaloa, we have the Minas del Tajo; history places
their discovery in 1563. These mines are now being operated and great
values taken out each year.

There are many mines southwest of Tepic, also very rich mines in
the vicinity of Ixtlan, southeast from Tepic.

Aqueduct for irrigating cane fields, Hacienda de Puga, near Tepic

The figures that I have just mentioned gives you some sort of a picture

of the possibilities of development providing market can be gotten for

these products of the soil.

We hear much of over-production. We can remember when it was

prophesied that the markets would be glutted with oranges, that nobody

would plant any more; this was in the days when less than 5,000 carloads

were being shipped annually. Today, we have 60,000 carloads of oranges

shipped from California, and the demand is still growing.

A short time back I heard an address from an expert in the Agricul-

tural Department, and I think I am quoting him correctly. "The con-

sumption of agricultural products is increasing annually 15 per cent,

while the production is increasing only 5 per cent."

True, there are lare irrigation projects being developed in the United

States, but these arc not keeping pace with the necessities of consumption,

and we must look to Mexico or else go abroad for our additional supply.

Mexico is the logical place. We Americans must enter and develop and

get the benefit of the great prosperity that will come to the pioneers

who go in there.

It is difficult to point out the actual benefits that will accrue to any
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city or state. But, we all must realize the necessity of manufactured

products, mechanical implements and mining machinery being taken into

Mexico. And it is up to you, of these various communities, to strike

early and keep pounding away. Truly, this West Coast is going to

develop; its products are going to be consumed; and it will awaken from

its apathy and will be a strong, honest and fair competitor for the world's

supply.

AS TO THE SOUTHERN PACIFIC OF MEXICO

Some of the statistics relative to this railroad may be of interest to you.

From Nogales south, there is 12 miles of road, of from 1.6% to 2%
grade. There is, immediately south of this, 30 miles of 1% grade. The

next 850 miles is practically easy, level track; no grade exceeding 0.5 (); .
From here south for 24 miles, we have 2.4% grade. These figur , s
simply illustrate the possibility of high speed railroading.

CONSTRUCTION, TEPIC TO LA QUEMADA

The maximum grade, we hope, to not exceed 1.5%, with 6° metric

curve, which is equivalent to 90 American curve, and will be approxi-

mately 103 miles in length. There will be 33 tunnels, with a total

length of five miles. There will be 29 viaducts, with a total of 8,000
lineal feet. The construction of this gap will involve the movement of
three and one-half million cubic yard of earth and rock. The tunnels
will have an additional of 300,000 cubic yards of material to be moved.
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pical country bonne with cocoanut gnose in the rear

The cost will be in the neighborhood of ten million dollars gold, and we

hope to be operating trains inside of three years.

It is the belief of the Southern Pacific interests, with the inauguration

of Pullman service and through trains to Mexico City, that this route

will attract thousands upon thousands of people, as thd trip through this

territory will be tremendously interesting from a scenic viewpoint and

to the tourists' delight. The trip, coupled with Guadalajara, Lake

Chapala, Mexico City, Vera Cruz, Tampico, will be one of continuous

interest. From the East, tourists will enter Mexico at Eagle Pass by rail,

oi by ocean at Tampico or Vera Cruz, and go out through Mexico City,

Guadalajara and the Southern Pacific Railroad through Nogales and

Tucson.

NEGOTIATIONS WITH MEXICAN GOVERNMENT

A few words relating to the negotiations carried on by me with Presi-

dent Obregon may be of interest.

The first essential was to convince President Obregon that we were

dealing with sincerity and frankness. Second, there was no spirit of

forcing a trade at any time during the negotiations. Third, a perfect

spirit of equality and human fellowship was manifest throughout.

As to possibility of any credit being due me,—I was a victim of cir-
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Cumstances. Not being able to speak the Spanish language, and nego-

tiations being carried on through an interpreter, kept me from talking

too much, or, at least, forced both of us to avoid dickering and to deal

straight from the shoulder.

5. P. de M. modern shops at Enma line, Sonora, Mexico--260 miles south of Nogales

TRIBUTE TO COL. EPES RANDOLPH

In closing I wish to pay tribute to the late Colonel Epes Randolph by
quilting from an article that appeared in the Tucson Citizen, of September
30, 1921:

"In the world dreams and empire visions of that master of roads and
nations and commerce, the lamented Colonel Epes Randolph, pre-
eminently there stood out as the planned capsheaf of his life's work the
day when a through train should leave the terminal station of the South-
ern Pacific in San Francisco, cross the great Imperial Valley, move with
determined roll through the desert land of southern Arizona, stop at
Tucson as its grand division point before embarking upon adventures in
a foreign land, cross the Mexico border at Nogales, to be made by its
:igency the greatest of all border ports ,proceed through the mining and
live stock wealth of Sonora, through the sugar and the corn and the semi-
tropical fruit lands of Sinaloa, on into the mountain and valley wealth
of Nayarit, through the romantic and age-old city of Tepic, past her
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Breaking ground at La Qemada, Jalisco, Mexico, March 5, 1923. Julius Kruttschnitt, Jr., address -
11g President Obregon during the ceremonies.	 Left to right—front row—President Ohregon,

General Amado Aguirre, Harry Chandler of Los Angeles, Julius Kruttschnitt, Jr., representing the
American Smelting Se Refining Co., H. B. Titcomh, President, Southern Pacific Railroad Company of

Mexico, and F. V. Stark, Asst. Gen. Agent, Southern Pacific Railroad Company of Mexico

haciendas of palm and cocoanut and tobacco; on into thc unbelievably

beautiful uplands of the state of Jalisco, then across the Barrancas by a

superb engineering feat, and then turn the wheels with slow and stately

revolution as the tether end of the magnificent journey was reached in

the splendid City of Guadalajara, and thence on to the Capital  City of
Mexico."
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The Em	 r; f Southwestp.re ,.ty o.
Tucson is a modern, complete, clean, healthful and enjoyable city in every
respect, and the educational center of the southwest. Here is located the
University of Arizona.
Tucson has history, romance, beautiful scenery. Motoring over excellent
highways is enjoyed every day of the year. The wonderful year-around
climate invites you out-of-doors to enjoy . golf, polo, horseback riding.
hiking, and picnicing. Tucson has a wonderful future.

CLIMATE
PROVEN TO BE "THE FINEST IN AMERICA"

"In lowness of humidity and clarity of atmosphere Southern Arizona
rivals Upper Egypt."—Encyclopedia Brittanica.

COPPER
THE LARGEST COPPER MINES IN THE WORLD

Located within a radius of one hunderd and fifty miles from our city.
Tucson is the mining center of the Southwest.

COTTON
LONG STAPLE COTTON IS ONE OF THE PROFITABLE FARM

CROPS

One of the crops from the 50,000 irrigated acres Of the Santa Cruz and
Rillito River Valleys.

CATTLE
STOCK AND DAIRY CENTER OF SOUTHERN ARIZONA

Stock raising is one of the county's important industries. Wonderful year
round grazing and breeding ranges.

COMMERCE
GREAT JOBBING CENTER OF THE SOUTHWEST

Excellent railroad facilities of the two main line transcontinental systems
—Southern Pacific, Rock Island and El Paso & Southwestern, and eastern
terminus of the projected Tucson-Phoenix Tidewater. Northern ter-
minus of the Southern Pacific de Mexico Railroad serving the west coast of
Mexico and will connect with 1VIexie'o City. Tucson is the Gateway to
the West of Mexico. Tucson has been the white spot on the economic
map of the southwest. It has a greater future than ever before.

You will be interested in learning more about Tucson.

AT YOUR SERVICE

TUCSON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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For further information relating to the West Coast of
Mexico, address Mr. H. Lawton, General Freight and
Passenger Agent, Southern Pacific RailrUad Company of
Mexico, Guaymas, Sonora, Mexico.

Information
Travelers are assured of good hotel accommodations at

Tucson, Nogales, Hermosillo, Guaymas, Culiacan, Mazatlan
and Tepic. These cities have first class hotels and the
prices are within reason of business or tourist travelers.

• The Mexican hotels provide the most excellent fish,
game, rare vegetables of many kinds and tropical fruits
that any country can boast of.

Excellent dining car service is provided for the traveler
on the line of the Southern Pacific of Mexico Railroad
Company.


