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"Where you can tickle the land with a hoe and make it smile with a harvest."
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VIEW OF THE GILLESPIE LAW WHEN COMPLETE!)

One of the largest diversion dams in the world. The completion of this dam will
be the means of bringing under cultiva 'ion 100,000 otcreg of desert land.

ihe GilaWater Comp,
er"

102 NORTH CENTRAL AVE.	 Phone 3041	 PHOENIX, ARIZONA
The Gila River Valley is 60 miles southwest of Phoenix towards Yuma.

"The Realm of King Cotton"



The Gila River Valley

The Gila River Valley is a gently sloping area along the banks of the river, of that name,
presenting to the agricultural mind an ideal topography for irrigated farming. Situated
where the Southern Pacific meets the Ajo railroad, about sixty miles southwest of Phoenix,
in the direction of Yuma, this entire tract is equipped with adequate and convenient transpor-
tation facilities. The Gillespie Dam, now being completed will bring 100,000 acres of the
Gila River Valley under cultivation. This irrigation project is second only in magnitude to
that of the Salt River Valley.

The soil, in the Gila River Valley, is equal in fertility to any found in the most famous
garden spots of the world, not excepting the Valley of the Nile, the Polders of Holland or the
"Black Lands" of Russia. It contains both the sandy loam and the gravelly loam, the latter
lying closer to the hills and being especially adapted to the growing of fruit orchards. The
sandy loam has a little gravel, less than ten per cent, and is a rich and easy workable soil for
the growing of long staple cotton, cantaloupes, vegetables and all dairy feed crops, especially
alfalfa. The soil in this valley has a rich content of lime, potash and phosphoric acid, the
latter of which is a most valuable constituent and practically eliminates the need of fertilizing.

The land here has just enough slope to facilitate proper surface irrigation, requiring little
or no grading in the major part of its acreage. The absence of stones_and rocks, usually en-
countered in the development of new lands, is a factor that militates for the - saving of con-
siderable time and labor. In brief, we are completing the reclamation of one of the most

fertile farming areas in the southwest by providing it with an adequate irrigation system that

will give the land the one thing it lacked—water in sufficient quantities. This land will be

sold on terms and prices that will strongly appeal to sincere settlers and farmers who will till

the soil and reap the prosperity of its harvests. To these, the Gila River Valley offers an un-
usual opportunity for successful independence acquired with a small initial investment and
a conscientious application to the sound business of farming.

"The desert, meeting its master, bows in acquiescence and blooms,"



ONE OF THIS SEASON'S COTTON CROPS IN THE GILA RIVER VALLEY

There are already a number of very successful cotton crops being grown in the Gila
River Valley in the area coming under this project. This cotton is a variety of fleecy staple,
known as Egyptian and Pima, both of the highest priced long staple product. There is an
ever increasing demand for long staple cotton by the manufacturers of fabric automobile
tires and great quantities of it are absorbed in the cotton thread and textile industries.

It has been proven beyond question that this land is especially adapted to the growing
of long staple cotton and all conditions pertaining to this product are provided for. The cli-
mate is all that could be desired, the land contains just the right elements, the water is here,
gins will be conveniently accessible, pickers can be gotten cheaply from Mexico money is usually
loaned as soon as the crops begin to grow and the market almost comes to the farmer for his
product. Most of the cotton in the southwest is contracted for at a guaranteed minimum long
before the plants begin to fruit. Cotton seed that is planted in this section of the country is
immunized against the pests and germs that so frequently play havoc with the cotton crops in
other parts of the country.

"Where Nature is as generous with her crops as she is with her smiles."



AN ARIZONA DATE ORCHARD

The cultivation of date trees, in Arizona, was taken in hand in 1890 by a staff of govern-
ment experts who obtained small trees and suckers from the best varieties grown in Arabia.
There are now a great many very successful date orchards in this part of the state, some
single trees bearing as high as 300 pounds of the fruit. They blossom in May and the fruit
matures in November. Dates seem to thrive in any kind of soil, even those that are alkaline
in content. The fruit of our Arizona dates is especially large and sugary and finds a ready
market at very profitable pricer:.

Figs thrive here too, and while as yet no local provision has been made for the prepara-

tion of the dried product, there are great possibilities in this direction. The trees that have
been planted here are all bearing abundantly and their fruit is delicious. Ripe figs are a
delicacy that is only enjoyed in sub-tropical climates such as that of Arizona. Both the date
and the fig trees provide excellent shade, enhance the appearance of an estate and are a
profitable source of income requiring but little care and cultivation.

"From the seed of honest toil, springs the satisfying tree of success."



Deciduoits Fruits
The growing of deciduous fruits, in the Gila River Valley, presents an opportunity of

prolific promise. Peaches, pears, apricots, peachcots and plums will grow exceptionally

well in this sandy loam with water, sunshine and climate combining to make them bloom and
bear. Peaches, of the large free-stone variety grow to surprising proportions in this climate,

and with intelligent selection of types, they will ripen from the middle of May into late De-

cember. Practically all fruits grown here are ready for the market from a month to six weeks

earlier than the products of the western producing districts. The advantages of this earlier

yield can readily be estimated even by those unfamiliar with fruit culture. The Arizona

orchardist has first call on the eastern markets and the mining towns in this locality provide

another market that no outside grower can reach or compete in. The popular varieties of

peaches grown here are the Alberta, Salway, late Crawfords, Heath, and Phillips' cling.

Prices for these fruits usually range around six cents a pound.

The favorite varieties of the Arizona apricots are the Royal—the standard brand of the
southern California orchards—Moorpark, Blenheim, Newcastle and Peachcot. The fruit,
which ripens early, can be disposed of fresh from the trees, in the local market and adjoining
mining towns, but the high prices offered by th e outside markets often prompt the grower to
ship his crops outside of the State.

Pears have always occupied a favorite place among the deciduous fruit growers of the
southwest and they find a ready sale just as rapidly as they ripen. With proper cultivation
and care, pears will grow here to remarkable proportions and all of the best brands will flour-
ish. Plums, of all kinds, have been successfully grown in this section of Arizona since fruit
farming was first introduced here and the juicy delectable fruit always commands a ready
market and a generous price. For ornamental and profitable purposes the growing of olive
trees offer an opportunity to the Arizona grower that he cannot afford to overlook. Olives
thrive and ripen here about six weeks earlier than they do elsewhere and they invariably
bring from $75 to $100 a ton. Single trees, with the proper care will bear 300 pounds and
better in a single season. The olive trees here are free from the pests common to other
localities.

"Here the fruits of one's labor .grow do1, by clay in ever increasing abundance."
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CITRUS FRUITS

The altitude of the Gila River Valley is a very favorable factor in the growing of citrus
fruits, it being 400 feet lower than that of Phoenix. Arizona oranges and grape-fruit ripen
early in November, and the major part of the crops are shipped before most of the California
and Florida fruits begin to come into the markets. This ensures an early holiday demand for
these products with their accompanying substantial prices. The earliest Arizona oranges often
average from $1.50 to $3 per box higher than those which come from the competing districts.
Lemons too, will grow in this valley, and while no large orchards have yet been planted, the
combination of climate, soil and altitude assures a highly successful field for this product.

The Mexican Lime, a fruit very much in demand in the higher priced markets, will flour-

ish in this region and the orchardist that applies a substantial acreage to these limes will en-

joy a generous profit on his crops with very little competition.

No place in the known world will produce grapes of a better quality or sweeter flavor

than this particular section of the southwest. Wine, raisin and table grapes can all be grown

here, including the Thompson seedless.

"Where hopes are bountifully fulfilled and failure is unknown"



A CANAL SCENE

The Gila River Valley will be irrigated with the water from the Gila River through the
Gillespie Dam, the construction of which represents the expenditure of a vast sum of money,
time, labor and materials. This irrigation project, which is the largest that is now being
built in the United States, will bring 100,000 acres of the Gila River Valley under cultivation.

The main canal is 40 miles long and its construction required some of the most expert engi-
neering in the country. From this main canal, throughout the entire project, adequate lateral
canals are being built with cement headgates in all of them.

The Gila River, from which the Gillespie Dam diverts its whole body of water, is the
natural topographical drain for an area of such vast proportions that its capacity is obvious
to anyone who has the slightest knowledge of engineering. The Gillespie Dam is so con-
structed across the Gila River, with its concrete foundation down to solid bed-rock, that not
only is the surface water controlled and diverted to its canals, but all of its underground
water is likewise made available and utilized. This dam is 1800 feet long, and with its
shoulders locked in the mountains on both sides, there is no opportunity or outlet for the
water to go anywhere except to the canals provided by this project.

"Today a garden spot has been created where yesterday lay only a barren stretch of land."



THE FINEST AND HIGHEST PRICED COTTON IN THE WORLD

The above illustration represents a fortune in a product, the possibilities of which can
not yet be estimated. The automobile tire industry discovered one avenue for long staple
cotton which immediately created a demand, in this one field alone, in excess of the entire
crops of the southwest. Other industries are fast recognizing the utilitarian values of its
textile strength and its many advantages over the short staple of the south. The development
of this industry is still in its incipiency—the future for it holds many inducements with cor-
responding profits. The farmer who plants cotton in the Gila River Valley will get his share
of those profits.

While cotton can be successfully grown on freshly cleared land in this valley that has
never borne any kind of crops before, the far-sighted farmer will devote a substantial part of
his acreage to alfalfa, which grows four crops a year and brings as high as $40 a ton, and en-
lichens his soil for a successive crop of better cotton. Besides, this provides him with a splen-

did source of income with which to finance his cotton crop until the price offered for it

reaches a figure that prompts him to sell at a generous profit.

"Nature's kindest gifts to man, health and prosperity, await the earnest fariner in the Gila River Valley."



ARIZONA MONEY-MAKING DAIRY HERD

With the present prices of all butter-fats anyone can appreciate the profits that will
accrue to the man who applies himself to dairying. In our splendid alfalfa fields, which grow
about five feet high, the dairyman can fatten rich, contented milk-giving cows on a basis of
four head to an acre. The devotion of so much acreage to cotton has reduced our dairy pro-
ducts far below our needs, hence the opportunities in this line can hardly be calculated. The
Durham stock is a good breed for general purposes, although all breeds thrive on this land
and there are now several fine breeds of Ayrshires, Guernseys, Holsteins and Dutch Belted
cattle that are piling up snug fortunes for their owners.

With the recent completion of the large Arizona Packing Company's plant, a steady
market is locally provided for calves, yearlings and any surplus beef that the dairyman de-
sires to dispose of at a good price. The convenience of transportation facilities throughout
the entire project of the Gila Water Company's land gives the dairyman a ready outlet for all
of his products. Milo-maize or Egyptian corn grows very prolifically here, makes an ideal
dairy crop food and always finds a ready market at a good profitable figure.

"Here hearts are lighter, purses heavier and life is longer and happier."



Land in the Gila River Valley
The land in the Gila River Valley will be placed on sale at the remarkably low prices of

$100 to $200 per acre including full water rights and privileges. Terms will be arranged
under which the farmer will have ten years in which to pay for his land, and aside from the
initial payment, his crops will not only carry his deferred payments, but will provide him
with a comfortable income in the interim. The great power that will be harnessed by the
Gillespie Dam will provide many opportunities to the farmers of the Gila River Valley in
the future.

The Ajo Railroad Company is now surveying a road from Gila Bend, which is one of the
townsites of this project, to the Gulf, a distance of 133 miles. Its completion will give the
farmers of the Gila River Valley a six hours' freight connection with ocean-going liners. With
a constant foreign demand for the products of this valley, this transportation facility will give
this locality an advantage of considerable proportion over those whose farms are further
inland. Gila Bend is now a division point of the Southern Pacific Railroad and there are 18
miles of its main line running through the land which comes under this project.

AN AR/ZONA OPPOI?TU\:ITY FOR ARIZONIANS

The Gila Water Company expresses the hope that our renters and homeseekers will take
an early advantage of the low prices and easy terms that are offered on this land, instead of
permitting this opportunity to go to outside capital. Land is the true source of all prosperity.

Summing up the whole situation, the Gila River Valley offers a most prolific and profit-
able field to any earnest farmer, orchardist or dairyman who will accompany a small initial
investment with a sincere effort and application to the field that he decides to develope.
Health-seekers who think longingly of fruit orchards and growing fields will find in the Gila
River Valley, the true Mecca of their fondest dreams. The climate and the generous sunshine
will combine to rebuild the sick tissues and lend a new incentive to life.

For further information, communicate with

THE GILA WATER COMPANY
102 NORTH CENTRAL AVE.	 Phone 3041	 PHOENIX, ARIZONA

"Where Nature rewards all who contribute to her garden."
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