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Twelve Years to Riches

FIE United States Government spent two million
dollars building a solid concrete dam across the
Colorado River fourteen miles above Yuma, to
divert for agricultural use the permanent sup-

ply of water that has made possible the wonderful
development of the Great Yuma Valley, where $1o,5oo,
coo.00 in crops were produced in 1922.

The head of the U. S. Reclamation service at Yuma
who is in charge of this entire project is a man of possibly
forty-seven energetic years, of medium height, light
complexioned, friendly, courteous—a man whose heart
and soul are so wrapped in this great development one
feels he has become a part of it.

It makes no difference to this man whether one
attains wealth in Yuma, the Klondyke, the oil fields
of California or at all, but thirty minutes with him
will absolutely convince anyone that Yuma is the
center of the greatest agricultural district in the world.
He radiates confidence and enthusiasm in this great
project because he knows it and believes in it.

Concerning a "Poor" Crop
''What do you consider the poorest crop in the Valley,

Mr. Bradley?" I asked him.

"The poorest crop," he cried in amazement.

"Yes," I replied, "in figuring the opportunities of the
Yuma District I want to start at the bottom. I want
to tell folks what to raise here and what not to raise. -

3



"Well, that's fair enough," he said. "I think the
poorest crop in the Valley is alfalfa seed and the next
poorest is alfalfa. A farmer will make less money on
either of those crops year after year than on any other."

"Then if we figure out what a man will make farming
one of those crops we can be sure he will do much
better on anything else he cares to raise?"

"Absolutely."

"In order to start at the bottom," I said,"I am going
to ask you to tell me what an ordinary farmer—not a
particularly good farmer—can do year after year rais-
ing alfalfa in the Yuma Valley. We will eliminate the
seed crop for the time being because alfalfa is more
stable and better understood."

Forty Acres Ample
"Any farmer," he said, "should cut a minimum of

six tons of alfalfa per annum from an acre of ground.
His water in Yuma Valley will cost about $4.5o; water
assessments $4.50, and taxes about $3.75, or a total
carrying charge per acre of probably $12.75. That
would be approximately $500 on a forty-acre farm—
and, by the way, forty acres of land in the Yuma Valley
is enough for any man.

"If he wants to hire outside help to harvest his crop
and hire his baling done, you might figure additional
costs including living expenses of possibly $i8œ per
year, or a total out-go of $23 00. His alfalfa should
average a return of at least $15 per ton."

I did some rapid calculating.

"That would be a total price of $3600 received for
his crop and a profit of about $1300 per year then, above
costs and living expenses?" I queried.
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-Yes, just about. -

-Not to mention, - I added, -such possible incident-
als as turkeys which the wife might raise, winter pastur-
age for stock, a few stands of bees to make honey
from the alfalfa, the actual saving he could make on
labor costs, etc. -

-We were not talking about that kind of a farmer,"
he smiled.

-My conception of your idea then, Mr. Bradley, is
that the least any man should expect to accomplish in
the Yuma Valley with the next to poorest crop produc-
ed would be the living costs for his family and himself,
the upkeep of his farm and equipment and a profit of
say $ zoo a year?"

-Yes, very conservatively speaking, that should be
the least he should accomplish, - he replied.

I believe that interview more than any other con-
vinced me that the Pacific Building Company was
justified in undertaking development work in the val-
leys of Yuma.

Getting at the Facts
As we look about us in the cities or the country in

other districts and see how men go through life and
arrive at mature age with less capital than they had
at twenty-one, it would seem that if a place existed
where the ordinary man raising the poorest or next to
the poorest crop, could save year after year a margin
of at least $ Too a month, that the Yuma Valley was
the place to tie to; so I went to work in earnest.

Upon investigation I found that, true to his reputa-
tion, Mr. Bradley had been ultra-conservative, as it
developed that the good farmers in the Yuma Valley
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year after year are cutting seven tons of alfalfa per
acre. Some are cutting eight and nine tons per acre
and a few ten tons, and on a far greater margin of
profit.

After going carefully into all details of alfalfa farm-
ing with the head of the alfalfa association of Yuma,
the owner and active manager of more than thirty
individual farms in the Yuma Valley, and more than
a dozen leading alfalfa farmers, I came to the conclusion
that a good farmer, an ambitious man who went on to
an alfalfa farm in Yuma Valley to farm with his head
as well as his hands and put in his time building his
competence, that his income and expense at the end
of each fiscal year would actually figure something
like this:

Water, water assessments and taxes (on 40 acres) 	 $ 510.00

Upkeep on tools and equipment 	 100.00

Living Expenses (cash expenditures over and above what he

would produce on his place)  	 600.00

Gross production, 7 tons per
acre or 	 280 tons

Feed for 1 cow and 1 team
per annum 	  20 tons

Baling on net production 	 260 tons at $2 per ton 520.00

Total Cost	 $1730.00

Return on 260 tons alfalfa at average price
of $16 per ton (the 1922 crop averaged
$17.50)  $4160.00

Two months pasturage during dormant
season for 50 head of stock at $1.50 per
month per head   150.00

Gross Income 	 $4310.00

Total costs, living expenses, etc. 	  1730.00

Net annual return on 40 acres 	 $2580.00
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Profitable Sidelines
The agricultural experiment station of the University

of Arizona in an exhaustive discussion on alfalfa has
this to say :

''A source of income from alfalfa which should not be
neglected is the production of honey. The annual yield
of honey per hive is much greater in alfalfa growing
sections than elsewhere. Not only may the bees in alfalfa
districts make double or treble the usual amount of
honey but this honey is very superior in quality, un-
equaled even by white clover honey of the eastern
states.

'Estimates by bee raisers in Arizona place the yield
of honey by alfalfa at from zoo to 3 00 pounds an acre
each year. -

The average wholesale price of alfalfa honey for the
past five years has been 6e. per pound. Figuring an
average of 250 pounds per acre on 40 acres, the gross
income would be $600, of which at least $400 should
be a net profit.

On a large percentage of the Yuma farms will be
seen small and large flocks of turkeys.

Statements as to how many turkeys the farmer's
wife could raise on a forty-acre alfalfa ranch, without
additional expense and without the work becoming a
burden, varied from forty to two hundred birds, with
returns ranging from $2.50 to $6.00 each.

Apparently eight or nine hens producing seventy-five
turkeys for market would be amply conservative, which
should yield at.least $300.
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So it would appear that the second poorest crop in
the Valley should produce for a good farmer who gives
his fields and his farm the benefit of his brains and the
attention they merit, an annual net income of upward
of $3000.

Figuring on a twelve-year basis the first year should
be counted out as a starting year, the profits for the
second and third years should be devoted to finishing
paying for his farm buildings, his comfortable tempor-
ary home and making such improvements and develop-
ments on his farm as experience indicated would be
most profitable for the future.

After the third year he should begin to keep his eye
open for good seven per cent farm loans.

Twelve Years to Independence
If he puts $2.5oo per year of his profits into good

seven per cent farm loans for the following nine years
with interest payable semi-annually and re-invested,

his financial standing at the end of twelve years would

look something like this:

Capital and accumulated in-
terest invested in mort-
gages 

Forty-acre farm and im-
provements value (put it

conservatively at $300 per acre) 12,000.00

Income from farm per year
over necessary living ex-
penses  $3,000.00

Seven per cent income from
farm loans   2,106.00

Total net annual income . .  $5,106.00

Total assets 	 $42,097.00

$30 ,097.00
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The Lure of the City
The main lure of the city is business and the lure of

business is the prospect of financial independence. It
is the hope to attain a position where the business one

has built will produce a sufficient revenue to make
possible the enjoyment of the luxuries we look forward
to; a business that will stand on its own legs, so it speak,

and permit its owner a reasonable amount of leisure in
which to enjoy his success.

When a banker comes to a new town about the first
thing he does is to look the local banks over. A depart-
ment store owner sizes up his line of business, the
grocer likes to chat with the leading grocers and the
farmer wants to know -what you raise around here. -

It is most natural that our minds run along our past
training and thinking.

As I passed in my investigations from the poorest
crops to the best or most profitable, then back and
forth, up and down the scale, I found myself thinking
in terms of business.

-What can a man do to build a business so he can
have his money and also time to enjoy it?"

"If that opportunity exists in the Yuma Valley we
can build the greatest agricultural district in the world;
we will bring folks from the city back to the farm.
After we show the way they will come without being
brought until every square foot of these rich valleys is
returning its quota of wealth. -
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A Wonderful Story of the Pecan
On Thursday, August 3oth, 1923, A. R. Heinman

before the Yuma Kiwanis Club, spoke on the subject
of pecans in part as follows:

-Are you interested in building for yourself an
independent estate? This can be done with the mater-
ial at hand; all that is necessary is to go on with it.

-Every section of the country has its special advan-
tages and conditions for the growing of some one crop
better than any other. Having grown up among the
pecan trees of Texas, I learned something about the
conditions and soils that grow the better as well as
larger nuts, and I find in our valley here many thou-
sands of acres of soil that lend the most favorable con-
ditions for the growing of this tree and its fruit.

-The natural habitats of the pecan are the river
bottom lands. This is especially true of such lands
that are of a sandy loam deposit, not underlain with
hard-pan, but soils that are open so that the water
may percolate freely, and possessed of such materials
as make readily available food supplies for the growing
of an extensive root system, and thereby the beautiful
and stately as well as massive shade and nut tree that
the pecan grows to be.

-We have soil belts in this valley that are quite
sandy and others of an ashy grey silt. Both of these
are splendidly adapted for the growing of pecans.
From my investigations I find that most of these soils
are from eight to ten feet to surface water, and the
soil auger has shown them to be of an even nature and
texture. I have bored these soils four months after
an irrigation, and after the first twelve inches found
the soil possessed of ample moisture for the growing of
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plants of deep-rooted varieties, and even these top
twelve inches were not at all lacking in moisture. This
test was taken in alfalfa fields growing seed.

One of the first objectives of the pecan tree in
establishing itself in a home is to grow a tap root deep
into the ground to permanent moisture. It goes
through this process without growing practically any
top or developing feeder roots. In many parts of the
country it takes from three to five years before this is
accomplished. You can readily see that trees of that
nature have not far to go to become established in our
soils. I find that trees that I have planted here have'
established themselves so readily that they have grown
upward as rapidly as downward. Some of our trees
planted in January, now eight months old, have grown
four feet, and will grow several inches more before fall.
Because of this fact we will bring the pecan into pro-
duction at a younger age and grow a larger tree in the
same length of time.

Building Our Estate
This tree lends itself ideally to the double cropping

of our soils, making it possible for us to provide the
necessities and comforts of life while we are building
our estate and our independence. Drive over the val-
ley and wherever you see pecan trees growing you also
find some other crop coming right along with them.
Drive out to Mr. Tate's ranch and look at his trees;
those are of the Success variety. While you are there
take a good look at his trees; study them; it is time
well spent. See the crop of nuts that those trees are
producing this year. They have done the same thing
for the past six or seven years and will in all probability
do so for the next several hundred years. See the
alfalfa growing right up to the trees. He makes as
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much hay and as much alfalfa seed as any of the rest
of us, and the nut crop is a side line all on the same
piece of ground. These trees are practically caring
for themselves. That is one of the traits of the pecan.
Nature has endowed it with the ability to look out
for itself.

Planted in Alfalfa Fields
' I have submitted samples of these nuts to experts and

they say that our pecans are as fine as any grown any-
where. You will find these trees of such splendid health
and vigor, and so laden with nuts, and so much good
healthy sap flowing through them, that their branches
are bent to the ground. Come out to our ranch and
you will find our little trees planted right out in the
alfalfa field. We are now taking off the fifth ton of hay
per acre from this ground this year and will make two
more tons before winter. In my mind there are no more
ideal conditions under which to plant the pecan in this
country than right out in the alfalfa fields, and there
is only one requisition necessary, and that is that you
provide them with plenty of water the first few years.

Trees Worth $2,000
"Mr. Tate has made a sworn statement that he would

not take $5oo for any one of his trees.

-We should plant pecan trees fifty by fifty feet in this
valley. This means seventeen trees per acre. If you
do not care to accept Mr. Tate's figures, cut them four
ways and you will still have a tree valuation of over
$z000 an acre.

An acre of anything is worth that amount upon which
it will pay a steady rate of profit. Mr. Tate bases his
statement upon the fact that he could not invest the
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same sum in any other security and feel as sure of the
same return in money, not counting the annual increase
in value as the tree grows and produces. Then drive to
Mr. Power's ranch. While these are mostly seedling
trees, you will find them growing under an entirely
different condition from those of Mr. Tate, and they
bear good crops of nuts. Then to Mr. Ruby's ranch
and you will find pecan trees growing and producing
and doing it year in and out. Then to Mr. Payne's
place. Here you will find seedlings of the Teche variety
grown from nuts. While these trees do not bear true
types of this splendid nut, they are good and well
worth owning. Then to Capt.Ingalls, Messrs. Wollever,
Hansberger and Morrell.

Won't Recommend Seedlings
- I cite you to these as concrete examples of the fact

that the pecans will do well here. I do not feel at
liberty to encourage the growing of seedling trees.
While they do well here, it is impossible to depend on
them. The same space, time, labor and expense will
grow a budded tree with assurance of the nut crop
coming true. The seedling nut crops of the South
have done more harm to the pecan nut industry than
all the money they have ever brought. Their size,
thickness of shell and poor cleavage have kept people
from buying them.

After you have studied the producing trees, see the
young trees of Mr. Yowell on Third Street, not yet
two years old. Several of them stand over ten feet
high. Then the trees of Mr. Cresswell's ranch near
Somerton. Many of these had from fifty to one hun-
dred and fifty small pecans on them this past spring,
and the trees are only three years old. True, these nuts
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will not all mature. It is to the tree's advantage that
they be pulled off.

From my observations I am of the opinion that our
biggest difficulty in the growing of pecan trees in this
valley will be in keeping the trees from growing too
fast. Where else have you ever heard of this?

More Valuable with Age
-The great value in the building an estate of pecan

trees lies in the fact that they become more and more
valuable as the tree grows older. One of Tate's trees
bore one hundred and ten pounds of nuts at ten years
of age. A tree on Mr. Payne's place produced about
two hundred pounds at about fifteen years. Do not
be alarmed at the figure of years. Many of the old
trees of the South bear one thousand pounds.

-Every stable and sound community and its institu-
tions have attained their standing and recognition of
solidity, not by making fortunes over night, nor making
them one year and losing them the next, but by steady
building and creating such things and conditions that
showed a healthy growth over an extended period of
years.

-Many walnut groves of California can not be bought
for $5000 per acre. Surely, our pecans will do that
well, especially with water at one-tenth the cost, and
natural advantages already here, that in some cases
had to be made over there.

Can Turn to Gardening
-When our trees get too large for the successful grow-

ing of alfalfa we can then turn to gardening, truck
farming, which is an ideal system of double cropping
along with pecans.
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Much of the fertility that we may add to our soils for
the growing of vegetables will leach into the ground
through irrigation to such levels that our shallow rooted
crops will not derive any benefit therefrom.

Here the pecan with its root system lies in wait and
gathers this fertility and sends it back up to you in the
form of beautiful brown packages of Nature's grand-
est foods. And last, but not least, the line of least re-
sistance offers splendid results. Let the ground go to
bermuda sod. You know that is easily accomplished.
It is an ideal condition for the pecan. By growing
bermuda we can provide the finest kind of pasture for
sheep, hogs, poultry in all of its departments. These will
carry the overhead expenses and you will have the nut
crop in the form of surpluses and undivided profits.

Right Climate for Pecans
-Our climate is ideal, especially for the development

of the pecan nut. Our sun rays draw the moisture
from far below and bring it past the feeder roots of our
trees stimulating health and vigor. I have not seen a
single effect of sun blast here during any part of our
hottest summer days. Ask some of our neighbor wal-
nut men about this one point. There is no wilt, but
at all times you find new leaves pushing forth, evincing
the fact that good healthy sap is flowing, which pro-
duces fine crops of fruit. Our open fall weather en-
ables our trees to store up a generous store of growing
energy for the coming season. This is because our
trees never freeze to the heart, causing a weakened con-
dition through sour sap. They go into their rest period
in a condition fit to do their part when spring comes
on to awaken them. We then have clear, balmy weath-
er that sets the sap flow in action and produces a strong,
full grown, healthy staminate bloom. I have seen this
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bloom to be over five inches in length here. From this
bloom is derived the pollen for the fertilization of the
pistilate blooms. I have seen these staminate blooms,
or catkins, so loaded with pollen that by flipping them
with my fingers they would throw off large puffs of fine
yellow dust. This is one of the prime factors in the
assurance of a nut crop. For as nature had ordained
it, the fertilization of the pecan is brought about by
the winds taking this pollen and scattering it through
the branches of the trees and settling it on the pistilate
blossoms.

No Late Frosts Here
-You can appreciate our great advantage when I tell

you that we have no late frosts to nip our catkins, no
rains of such duration that will wash our pollen to the
ground before it can become dry enough for the winds
to scatter it. This one point causes many a crop fail-
ure in the South. Yet young pecan groves of the
South, planted to good budded varieties, bring from
$ l000 to $12.5o per acre when only five to seven years
of age.

Can't Produce Enough
-Do not be concerned about overproduction. Stat-

isticians interested in the pecan nut estimate that

eighty-five per cent of the American people have never

tasted a pecan. It is estimated that at this time there

are not enough pecans grown, both wild and propagated,

to give each school child of this country one mess of

pecans just once in a year. The department of agri-

culture is deeply interested in the subject and is making

exhaustive studies and investigations of stocks and

methods.

- Its officials declare that with all the encouragement

that they may lend to pecan culture, that it will not be

24



possible to produce enough pecans for American con-
sumption in one hundred years, to say nothing of
European markets. According to official records of
importations of nuts to this country, we import an-
nually over fifty millions of dollars worth of nuts from
foreign countries. -

Planting, Production, Marketing
Delving into figures of production costs, expenses and

revenue, developed the following :

The best place to plant pecan trees is right in the
alfalfa field. The method is to merely dig a hole about
three feet deep and set the tree in ; nursery stock costs
$2.5o per tree ; or drop three wild pecan nuts in hole
and then bud the strongest tree from the best Yuma
Valley stock.

A furrow is run along each side of the row to permit
of irrigation as needed, in addition to regular alfalfa
irrigations.

From the time the trees are planted the only care re-
quired is to see that they are given plenty of water.
The usual method of irrigation is to turn the water into
the ditch, then go about one's other duties and let it
run and soak in. This should be done every two weeks
the first year and as needed thereafter.

The first nuts of any consequence come on about
the sixth year—and in paying quantities the seventh
year, about twenty pounds per tree. The tenth year
should produce about fifty pounds per tree; the twelfth
year, seventy-five pounds, and the fifteenth year one
hundred and twenty-five to two hundred pounds per
tree.
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As the trees get older the crop average increases.
Some old trees have been known to bear up to one
thousand and fifteen hundred pounds and some even
more.

Harvesting pecans consists in waiting until they fall
to the ground, then go when one has nothing better to
do—any time within a month or two—and pick them
up and put them in sacks.

Marketing pecans is selling them whenever one wants
to within one or two years from the time they are
harvested. They will lose about twenty per cent in
weight after the first year, so it is most profitable not
to tarry too long.

Concerning Price
All the pecans now raised in Yuma Valley are sold

for one dollar a pound.

At first thought that price seems high when ordinary
pecans can be bought for forty cents a pound retail,
but if one will buy a pound of each the reason for the
wide difference in price is instantly obvious.

In the case of the small hard shelled nut, one simply
does not eat more than two or three because it is too
much bother to pick out the small particles of meat
from the shell and bitter fillings. But these large,
soft shelled nuts are cracked together with the fingers
as walnuts and eaten by the handful. They are de-
licious, yet not so rich that one is ever quite ready to
stop cracking and eating except out of politeness.

Those now raising pecans in Yuma Valley all agree
that they could sell ten times the present output at one
dollar a pound without ever offering them or making

any effort. When the output justifies advertising there
is hardly a limit to the market.
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Twelve Years to Riches
For no reason except that one dollar a pound sounds

high and profits look too enormous, in other words, just
to be ultra-conservative I am going to carry the rest of
the figures out at just one-third the regular cash price
in Yuma today or at thirty-three and one-third cents
a pound.

On that basis on a forty-acre grove the seventh year
crop with twenty pounds per tree production and
seventeen trees to the acre should return to the owner
$45oo in addition to his alfalfa crop. The tenth year,
with fifty pounds per tree, $1 1,3oo ; the twelfth year
on a seventy-five-pound per tree average, $17,000.

After the ninth year the trees would be so large it
would be advisable to discontinue alfalfa and put in
bermuda grass and pasture sheep for extra revenue.
While that would bring less profit than the alfalfa it
also would be far less work, in fact, when that stage is
reached the farmer will have about worked himself out
of a job except to water his grove, inter-crop as neces-
sary to keep trees up to highest efficiency and properly
invest his rapidly increasing fortune.

Profitable Inter-Crops
If one wants to work harder and make more money

by producing a more profitable inter-crop than alfalfa
while his pecan trees are small, there is a very large
variety of crops to choose from, such as grapes, cotton,
milo maize, sugar cane, corn, cabbage, lettuce, beans,
melons and many others. The best farmers will many
times inter-crop with two annual crops such as cabbages
planted in December and marketed in April, followed
by cotton planted in May and harvested from Septem-
ber to November.
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One farmer in the South Gila Valley who used the
two last mentioned inter-crops this year took as high
as $500 per acre from his cabbages and is now, October,
19 2 3, harvesting from the same land a one and one-half
bale crop of cotton which should net him at least $200

per acre more; his permanent crop on this land is
grapes.

I suggest alfalfa because it is easy, the market is sure
and the crop is sure; also the long alfalfa roots go down
deep in the soil to loosen it up and add nitrogen.

Seven per cent Farm Mortgages
Some pages back I mentioned seven per cent farm

loans. Eight per cent to ten per cent are the prevailing
interest rates at Yuma, and that is all right for a banker
or money lender who spends his time looking after his
loans, but a farmer who is building his competence
should not loan his money where he has to watch it;
he should be satisfied with seven per cent and get the
best paper, so when his loan is made he can forget it.

There is abundance of money to be made in the
great valleys of Yuma for the man who goes after it to
make it out of the land, but to get these rich results he
must keep his mind on his farm. Trying to get the
highest rate for his investments or speculating in any
form will detract his attention from his farm and in the
long run may cost him in farm losses many times any
additional profit he might make.

The Road to Independence
Those who come to one of the great valleys of Yuma

today stand on the threshold of the greatest money-
making land opportunity ever offered to man.
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The farmers who came toYuma years ago did not know
of these big opportunities. They farmed as other valleys
were farmed. A few made experiments on the side,
and thanks to those farsighted men they have unfolded
for the benefit of those who come now an open road to
independence.

The man who grasps this opportunity before the
best land is gone is fortunate indeed, because real
wealth is his if he plays the game.

One word more. I have not written this booklet to
sell my readers land. I do not expect this story to do
that. The object of this booklet is to so visualize this
wonderful opportunity that you will do as I did a few
months ago, go with us on one of our excursions over
the mountains and enchanting sand hills to Yuma and
see for yourself just what is going on there.

See these farms, talk with the farmers, grasp from
first hand information the actual conditions, place
yourself in position to decide, before it is too late,
whether or not a portion of this great wealth to be
produced in the next few years in the great valleys of
Yuma will be yours.
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