THE FIRST RAILHOAD IN ARIZONA.

In the spring of 1879 - I think 1t was early in May - the
Southern Peacifiec Rellroad from Los /ngeles to Maricopa Wells, Arizona,
was completed - the first railroad ever built in the State of Arizona.

To celebrste the great event the Southern Pecific Company ren en
excursion trein from Los Angeles to the end of the track at Maricopa
Wellm, sbout four miles west of the present town of Mericopa. The
train consisted almost entirely of sleeping ears, whieh I think were
owned by the Southern Pacific Company snd which they celled "The Silver
P@iaaa Cers". I thought bbo cars very'aomfortable slthough they were
not as heandsomely furnished es the Fullmans of today.

A I belleve thet the tickets for the round trip cost twenty dollars
which was less than the emount ofvthe fare one way. This price in-
cluded the barth; I gave my return ticket to a boy who wanted to g0
home., I don't remember much sbout the trip but I know that after we
reached Maricopa Wells a ssle of town lots was held by the séuthern
Pacific Compsny who had brought an suctioneer with them for that pur-
peno.*k Quite a number of lots were sold at high prices, one bringing
§2000.00 although on every side was en eppsrently endless stretech of
desert. Not long after that the town wes ebandoned and Casa Grande
becesme the terminsal. i .

The end of e new railrosd in the desert, especially in summer,
is not en ettractive place to live, Mericopa Wells wes a very busy,
dusty place with quite & number of tents and shecks, for stores,
saloons snd eating houses were all doing a big business.

Big freight teems were hsuling everything one could think of,
from a quartz mill to a laedy's dress. At that time Mericopa Vells

-§ wag the nesrest rsilroad peoint to Tueson, Phoenix, Florence, Globe,

"Silver £ing =nd Tombstone. Although Tombstone wss a very new mining
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cemp millions of feet of mining timber were already being hauled

for the btig silver mines - 8 distence of nearly 200 miles over
the worst kind of rosd.

The next morning sfter 1 srrived in Hericope Wells I took
the cld Overland Stsge for Tucson, vis Florence. /mong my fellow
passengers was Willism Trumsn, wsho stopped at Florence snd is still
living there. e heg held @Qny imymrtant rublie offices in Finel
County.

There was aflso & voung Cenedisn by the neme of Holmes. The
next time I mét him he wes at Fentano with Tully Ochoa & Compeny.
After thst he csme to Tucson snd with snother men, opened e store
on Yest Congress Street whoere Martin's Drug Store now stends. The
name of the firm wea Lonigen & Holmes. £t that time Church Street
wog prretty well esst of the business section.

inother peasenger on thet Overlsnd Stege wes Bugene Germain
who wag afterwerd ssnt by the U. 8. Government ss Anericen iinlster
to Switzerlend, Bbfvre we reached Iuoson he hed offered me e good
job., I was to stert s general merchendise store at iTombstone.

He offered tw ship goods in at wholesale prices snd we were to
divide the profits., I was to tend store »nd hendle all of the
noney. lls proposition wes a8 good one but I sm efreid I never
cared enough for store koeping to mske a success in that line.

At that time the Germein Compeny hendled groceries snd their
stores followed the rrilroed easst =s it edvanced across the desert.
They were the first to ship Celifornis oranges, ete, to the last
in cer loads. The firm 1s now known ss The Germain Sced Company.

The principel things thet I remember on that stage ride to
Tuecson were the cottonwood trees at Florence end the Fime Indisn
ferms elong the Gila river neer Sscaton. I thought that I hed

never sccn mny%ﬁina 80 grwan géuthasa trees and thet wheet, The



wheat was heeded out but had not commenced to ripen. The orop
wvag & fine one end e great contrast to the vest desert over which
we had travelled so far.

I arrived in Tucscn sbout midnight, rether tired end very dusty.
Coming slong the 8enta Cruz, vhere the Silver Bell Kosd is now, I
remenber 1 thought that the big mesquite treess looked like apple
trees. It was mooplight epd I could not see them very distinetly.

#e¢ chenged horses =t Desert Stetion (Neleon's Haneh) end slso
% the Hine ¥ile Weter Hele. I landed st the Cosmopoliten Hotel -
now the Orndorff, The next day I found e barber-shop end paid
g dollsr for » bath in = tin tud,.

I liked frizona and Tucson from the dey thet I arrived. f
that time Tucson wes » rﬂgl Mexican town, but there were meany educsated
imericans here snd ell were very cordiel and hospitsble to the tender-
foot who came here to live, AMmostall of the business wes down on
Main, Meyer and West Congress streets. Hexican money was the medium
of exchsnge end if you had gold you got e premium for 1t.

Big freight wegons were still coring into Tucson from the western
end of the Sante Pe Rellroed, somewhere in Hew Mexico with merchandise
that had probably bdeen rought in New York or Chicege six months or a
vesr before. The old Overlsnd Steges were still running, osrrying
mail snd the Wells Pargo Company's Expresa, snd e trossure box thet
sometimes made the ateage robber go genercous thet he wenld telil the
driver to go on - without molenting the psegengurs.

the ﬁgivﬁrg of the Overlsnd Ztezeg had e dsngerous Job, end
some of them were killed by Indisns snd ocutlaws, Meny of them wore
wonderful drivers, 1 esw one of them turn e stage and siz horses on
lower Congress which wee then so narrow thet he hed to keep his tesm

going faet enough to slide the hind vhosla eeverel feet iu ovder teo
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make the turn. The street hss since been widénmd. but st that
time - sccording to sn old map of the city-whi?h is now in the
office of the City ingineer - Congress Street, et the lcrner of
Maine, was Juet nineteen feet between the curﬁﬁ with sidewslks

|
seven fect wide. 1

In 1880 the reilrosd reeched Tucson snd @ningx began to change
repidly. : 1





