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HCENIX, the capital and metropolis of Arizona, is a
growing city of 12,000, in the center of the Salt River

Valley, the site of the irrigation system of The Arizona Improvement Company.
It has an excellent system of public schools, business
college, six banks, good city and county buildings, electric
street railway, gas and electric light, water works, telephone
exchange, three daily papers, flouring mills, planing mill,
canning factories, ice factories, etc.
It is the center of great mining, cattle and lumber interests,
and the base of supplies for them all. The substantial character of the trade is shown by the fact that during the hard
times of the past two years, there has not been a business
failure in Phoenix.
The Southern Pacific and Santa Fe railroad systems
compete for the carrying trade, and another transcontinental
line from San Diego through Phoenix is now in course of
construction.
Reviewing the railroad construction in the United States
during 1894, the Railway Age, of December 8th, 1894, says:
" In respect to new miles, it is rather surprising to find that
Arizona leads for the year, having added 193 miles, on four
lines, with work still in progress—an evidence that the many
natural resources of that young territory, in climate, minerals,
timber and fruit growing under irrigation, are attracting capital
for its development."
These roads receive no bonus from city , county or territory.

Our railroad facilities open up immense home markets. We
are twenty-four hours nearer, and our season four to six weeks
earlier than Pacific Coast districts.
Phoenix has three Methodist, a Presbyterian, Episcopal,
Baptist, Christian and Roman Catholic Churches.
The social orders are well represented in A. F. & A. M.,
K. T., K. P., I. O. O. F., I. O. G. T., A. O. U. W., Foresters, G. A. R., W. R. C., W. C. T. U., Y. M. C. A., with
free reading-room and gymnasium; also the Illinois Association, Indiana Association, Missouri Association, Kansas Association, New England Association, B. A. Association, Maricopa Club. The Church Societies of Christian Endeavor and
F,pworth League are influential and large.
The population is, with few exceptions, American—cosmopolitan as to States—every one represented, giving to the
social life that peculiar fascination which results from grafting
the ripe culture of the old with the " git and grit" of the new.
"WHAT MAN HAS DONE, MAN CAN Do," and we know
no better way of answering inquiries about the lands offered
for sale by The Arizona Improvement Company, in the Salt
River Valley, than by submitting some of the many letters of
recent date, which in their own way, tell what the writers have
done there.
Their farms and orchards surround the lands we offer for
sale—some of them on the same sections. We are not writing
about what might be done some time or some where, but what
has been done RIGHT THERE.
In all irrigated regions near the great mountain ranges,
the valleys change their character as abruptly as the volcanic
processes by which they were created. Within a few miles,
soil, temperature, topography products and possibilities may
be entirely different, and not understanding this has brought
sore disappointment to the settlers. We confine our exhibit
of products in our office, our illustrations and testimonials in

our pamphlets, exclusively to the valley lands under our own
system. What grows on the spot where the home-seeker
desires to locate, is the ONLY test, and is of more importance
to him than what grows in the great State or Territory.
He cannot farm the whole State. What can not be grown
as well or as early—if at all—elsewhere, is of greatest
importance. For instance, we exhibit some kinds of fruits
of prime quality which we do not recommend for profit,
simply because they can be grown everywhere west of the
continental divide, and on the whole stretch of our Pacific
coast. What there is least of brings the best price. The
value of any kind of land depends largely upon the scarcity of
that particular kind.
What we do recommend is the choice rare fruits to which
our soil, climate and water have proven exceptionally well
adapted—high priced, because of the limited area upon which
they can be produced, and, as to ours, higher priced because
of their superior quality—highest priced, because we have the
earliest season in the United States, and hence are practically
without competition. Freights are conditioned on weights
not value. The freight on a hundred pounds of Paper Shell
Almonds or Dried Apricots is no greater than it is on a hundred pounds of the lowest priced truck that goes to market.
The testimonials show a wide range of experience in general farming, stock fattening and fruit growing. READ THEM.

HE CAME THERE "BROKE."
PHOENIX, December, 1894.

Dear Sir:
Yours of December ist received. In reply will say my
business is raising strawberries, blackberries and raspberries,
up to the present writing principally strawberries. I have
this season, by my books, sold up to July to one dealer in
Phoenix, $1,000 worth of strawberries alone, saying nothing'

about my other berries and asparagus, as I am just beginning
to go into them on a large scale. From July 1st up to date I
have sold over $2 00 worth, and this is December 6th, and I
sold berries to-day, and will continue to market them until after
Christmas.
I came here about seven years agc; "busted," as plenty
of people well know. To-day I owe not to exceed $25 and
have money out at interest, but I have worked very hard most
of the time. This summer I spent some time in traveling in
California, besides, my wife took a trip to Colorado, and I
built a house costing $400. I have 2 blooded cows, costing $180;
and chickens, horses, wagons, and all the necessary tools to
run a ranch of twenty acres. I have about four acres in strawberries, and possibly one-fourth of an acre in asparagus, and
perhaps ioo plants of blackberries. All the money I have
made this season and last was out of strawberries alone.
Our soil is good, the market good, and a man with good health
and willing to work, in my view of things, can certainly live
and lay up money on ten acres of ground. As I say I have
twenty acres of ground, of this I have of berries four acres,
orchard two acres, pasture for stock four acres, house and barn
and chicken yard two acres, vineyard one acre, avenue two
acres, and the other five I shall put in blackberries this spring.
I am satisfied in Arizona and have no land for sale.
Respectfully,
CHARLES WILLIAMS.

AN INSTANCE OF WHAT MAY BE ACCOMPLISHED BY A MAN
WITH ENERGY AND PERSEVERANCE, ALTHOUGH
WITHOUT CAPITAL ON WHICH TO START.
Mr. W. S. Hatcher resides on the S. W.

of section

4--I-2, being five miles west of Phoenix. The farm is all in

alfalfa, except a small family orchard. Mr. Hatcher says :
"I came to Phoenix in the year 1888. I was entirely
without money, and during the year 1889 depended on odd

jobs at manual labor. The following year I worked as a farm
hand. In 1891 I became a farmer on my own responsibility,
by renting the 16o acres of alfalfa on which I still reside. The
following is a short statement of my principal operations for
the years 1892, 1893 and 1894, viz.:
1892 Bought 88 head of range cattle
Expenses aside from my own work
Paid rent of land and water

$640
400
720 $1,760

RECEIPTS.

Sold 200 tons of alfalfa hay
Sold 88 head of cattle

$1,200
2,525

My profit on the year's work
1893

3,725
$1,965

EXPENSES.

Bought 145 head of range cattle
Paid rent of land and water
Expenses aside from my own work

$1,220
720
75

$2,015

$ 45 0
3,660

4,110

RECEIPTS.

Sold 35 head of cattle
Sold i to head of cattle
My profit on the year's work
1894 Bought 18o head of cattle
Rent of land and water
Expenses aside from my own work

$ 1 ,795
$1,908
720
400 $3,028

RECEIPTS.

Sold i8o head of cattle (to be delivered
January 15, 1895)
$4,770
Sold iio tons of alfalfa hay (loose on
the ranch)
4005,170
My profit on the year's work

$2,142

I have omitted tlfe smaller details for the reason that the
proceeds from my milk cows, hogs, chickens, turkeys, ducks,
etc., paid all of my incidental expenses, as they occurred from
time to time.
I now have 15 head of horses, io cows, 20 hogs, 200
chickens, 25 ducks and 2 0 turkeys. The feed for my cattle
and this minor stock has all been derived from the alfalfa produced on this ranch. Out of my net profits I have paid
$3,000 on land which I have recently purchased in the vicinity
of Glendale. W. S. HATCHER."

PHCENIX, ARI Z ., December 1,5, 1894.

Dear Sir:
Your request to furnish my experience in fruit-raising is
received. If I can give any information or practical suggestions to assist others, I will gladly do so.
My place is situated on south half of section 23-2-4,
ten miles east of Phoenix, and one mile north and east of The
Arizona Improvement Company's orange grove, near the Arizona Canal Falls. It is in the orange belt, and for the production of choice, early fruits has proven a success. I have,
for the past two years, shipped the first fruits from the valley.
I set forty acres to grapes, apricots and miscellaneous fruits in
the spring of 1889. I have extended each year, until now I
have about 18o acres out to fruit. I set my first vineyards out
with cuttings, and trees with yearlings. I have shipped
grapes and apricots for four seasons in varying quantities.
In 1893 I took my first New Castle early apricots to
market May ii, and Royals May 25. In 1894 I began
shipping New Castle early apricots May 14, and the last of
them May 23, and began shipping Royal apricots May 24, and
the last June 5. I sold the New Castles on the trees for 2
cents per pound, and shipped my Royals to different parts of
Arizona, New Mexico and Texas; exclusive of crates, they
averaged nie 4 cents per pound. My New Castles were two-

year old buds on roots four years old, and netted me $1 per
tree. My Royals did not bear quite as full this year, but
netted me about the same price. My trees are 16 feet apart
(too close), and have of apricots 125 trees per acre. The
apricots were fine in size and flavor, and ripened even and
well. I consider apricots a sure and paying crop.
I have about twenty bearing almond trees, same age of
apricots, that bore me from io to 12 pounds per tree.
I sold these nuts at ro cents per. pound. They were of
superior quality. I have 20 acres out to almonds, about ten
acres coming into bearing next year. My grapes bore well,
the oldest vineyard yielding from 3 to 4 tons to the acre —
about 1,200 crates to the acre were shipped to near-by markets, averaging 3 cents per pound. I am convinced that
green grapes can be shipped to eastern markets at a good
profit.
I have sixty acres out to oranges, viz., Washington
Navels, Mediterranean Sweets, Jaffas, Tarcliffs and Parson
Brown, and a few other varieties. These trees were set one
year ago last spring; have made fine growth, are very healthy
and exceedingly promising. A few oranges were borne on
them this year.
My peach trees have borne well. Kelsey Japan plums
fruited full. In trying to meet my expenses, I have been
compelled to plant between my trees when young, and have
proved two or three things worth knowing, which I hope will be
profitable to the orchardist of limited means. I have for three
years raised as fine a quality of sweet potatoes as any country
can boast of. This sandy loam is peculiarly adapted to their
growth in quantity and in quality. I am confident that they
will yield from 3 0 to 40 tons to the acre, and perfect in
quality. They are dry, crisp, absolutely free from any stringy
substance, and good creepers. Everything on the ranch feeds
on them with relish; horses, cattle and chickens enjoy them.
I have sold on the home market and shipped quite heavily, at
75 cents per ioo pounds.

Another source of profit has been the raising of peanuts.
Last year I paid all my taxes, and had a surplus, from peanuts, which I planted between the rows of a small portion of
one of my orange orchards. This year I planted one row
between 6o acres of trees, and obtained good results. I took
no special care of them, but cared for them in a "rough
and tumble" way. They have done well, yielding 25 0 sacks
of splendid peanuts. They are large, well filled, very sweet and
good. This year I heeded the advice of "knowing ones,"
and partially covered them while in bloom, and I do not
think it any advantage to do so. With good care, I am
confident that peanuts can be raised, of the finest quality,
and will pay, at 5 cents per pound, from $75 to Poo per
acre.
• I have raised my own nursery stock mostly, and have
found the growth of trees not only excellent, but remarkable.
I have also raised Egyptian corn, that has been a decided
success. I fed all my work stock from July, '93, until this
spring ; all this corn raised between the rows in an almond
orchard. This year the birds took most of my first crop,
but my second crop, planted July 1st, and now gathered,
is very fine and profitable. I planted Indian corn, a sample
of which you have, along my orange rows, July 1st to loth.
I have obtained a large crop of good, merchantable corn, and
we have been eating green corn from the first of September
until the present date.
One remarkable feature about vines, trees, corn, etc., is
this, everything keeps fruiting until the harvest day. I had
ripe figs and figs of all sizes on ray trees up to December
i3th. Corn at all stages, from ripe to roasting ears, and ears
just beginning to silk, can be found on the same hill up to
this date. My grapes bore two good crops and a partial third
crop. Figs, three good crops. Peanuts will continue forming
from March, when planted, until December. This succession
of crops adds greatly to the profits of fruit farming and
ranching.

With my well of pure soft water, found at fifty feet,
with the best climate, summer and winter, that I ever saw, I
am content in this valley, and think it the nearest paradise of
any place on earth. After a residence, of seven years in
Kansas, four years in Denver, Colorado, nine years in California, three years in Washington and Oregon, and six
years in Arizona, I pronounce this climate the best I ever
knew of, and this valley, for health, investment, fruit growing
and many other industries, the most promising I have ever
Very respectfully yours,
seen. ,
WINFIELD SCOTT, Chaplain U. S. A."
WHAT AN OLD FLORIDA ORANGE GROWER SAYS OF CITRUS
FRUITS IN ARIZONA.
" PEICRNIX, ARIZ.,

December, 1894.

My experience in citrus fruit culture dates its beginning
in Florida, three years before the cold winter of '86. Afterwards corning here and engaging in the same business in the
spring of 1890, and two years prior to our very cold winter.
That these cold spells occasionally make their appearance in all
the citrus-growing localities of the United States, of sufficient
severity to cause more or less damage, no one can deny.
The almost unprecedented cold spell of 1886 extended
over all of the country east of the rockies, and as far south as
Key West, and even in Cuba there was frost. In southern
Florida the temperature remained about the same for three
days and nights, with cloudy sky. The cold nearly ruined the
entire crop of ungathered fruit besides injuring many of the
trees. Such conditions never exist here, because (as in the
case of the cold of December, 1892) the extreme low temperature only lasts a few hours during the night, and the next
morning's clear sky and bright sunshine very quickly makes
an end of the cold and the fear of the fruit grower; so that I
believe the extremes of the cold here, on account of their necessarily short duration, are much less to be feared and much

easier to be guarded against than in any other orange growing districts.
Here in Arizona we have a soil particularly, adapted to the
growth of citrus fruits. This is proven both by an analysis of
the soil, the healthy appearance of the trees and the quality of
the fruits. The trees grow well and have a healthy appearance,
neither fruit nor trees being affected in the least by disease or
by the terrible dread of the fruit grower, "scale." However
of all the encouraging features peculiar to this section as compared with others for the production of citrus fruits, I think
perhaps the one to be taken most into account is the condition
of our fruit here when ripe and ready for the market. In no
other place have I seen fruit mature so near perfection as here.
As in the case of the trees there are no abnormal growths, but
evenness, uniformity and good size characterize the entire
crop. They are bright, clean and highly colored, and when
we examine the skin of the fruits we again find the same evenness, for we have neither the thick, calky soft skin, the thin,
brittle, easily bruised skin, nor the heavy rind to make up
half the fruit; but instead a firm, even, elastic covering of
uniform thickness that I have never seen equalled by the product of any other part of the world. In juiciness, richness of
flavor, general condition and appearance of the inner fruit, the
Arizona oranges, lemons and pomelo (grape fruit) have no
superior. M. W. WARD."
HOW AN OLD ILLINOIS HORTICULTURIST FEELS ABOUT
THE FRUIT PROSPECTS OF THE VALLEY AFTER
FIVE YEARS' RESIDENCE.
After contributing some samples to the Phoenix Chamber
of Commerce, Mr. Clayson takes occasion to say:
" Piacmx, ARIZ., December 15, 1894.
Dear Sir:

I take pleasure in complying with your request. I have
now been here five years, and what a transformation has come
over this country in that time! We have demonstrated to a

fact, that oranges are a grand success, and the prediction is
made that in the near future this valley will be one vast orange
and lemon grove. I once thought strawberries and blackberries could not be grown here, and now we raise as fine
berries as can be produced anywhere. Where can finer pears
be grown than here? Where can better apricots, peaches,
plums and grapes, and every other fruit be grown, than in this
valley? There is no limit, there can be no limit to the possibilities of this grand country. People come to my place, and
when I tell them I have been less than four years bringing
this place from the bare desert to what it now is, can hardly
believe it. Others have done as well, or better, and still others
may do the same.
I herewith send you a cluster of Jaffa oranges that grew
on a tree set out two years ago last spring. The tree had on
it 26 fine oranges. I also send you a stalk of the Thomson's
seedless grapes, which grew on a two-year-old vine. Who
will beat it? I have hundreds of trees in nursery rows that
are eight feet high. We have raised sweet potatoes that
weighed thirty-five pounds to the plant; but why specify,
everything grows to perfection that is properly cared for.
There will be a large acreage of trees and vines put out this
winter, tholsands being already contracted for. Mr. I. M.
Ford, who has so recently invested large sums in our beautiful
city, will in the near future plant out one hundred acres of
lemons, and sixty acres of oranges. Others will plant largely.
Such men show their faith by their works.
G. H. CLAYSON.
Yours truly,
CANE.
"PHOENIX, ARIZ., December 8, 1894.
THE ARIZONA IMPROVEMENT COMPANY, Phoenix, Arizona.
S CGAR

Gentlemen:
Referring to your inquiryregarding the growing of sorghum
cane both for feed and syrup I have the following report to
offer regarding my experience with the same:

For feed we get from twenty-five to thirty tons per acre,
and it makes a most excellent forage, for all kinds of animals
are fond of it.
For syrup, the cane will yield anywhere from 200 to 3 00
gallons per acre, according to the cultivation given to the crop
while growing. Corn and cane require less cultivation in this
valley than any country I have ever lived in, consequently
there are many who do not put a cultivator in their field after
the crop is planted, and still raise a fair crop.
Yours very truly,
ISAAC M. COLLINS "

ALMONDS.

A. H. Smith, who lives on the east half of section 212-2 weighed the almonds from a three-year-old tree and
found 20 pounds of nuts which at ten cents per pound (being
the price the fruit-stores pay the farmer) gives $2.00 per tree,
or the rate of $216 per acre at three years old. Mr. Smith
says that on a twenty-acre orchard he planted watermelons
between the rows and the past season sold $5 00 worth of
melons.

"PHOENIX ARIZ., December 27, 1894.
Mr. M. TAIT.
Dear

Sir:

The almonds you furnished me, grown by the Arizona
Improvement Company, we found on examination to be better
than any we have yet received from California, and only regret
that you cannot supply us in sufficient quantities to use in our
trade right away, and we sincerely hope that ere long we will
be able to buy all our almonds in the valley.
Sincerely yours,
MURRAY & DEMERS."

PEARS.

William Price resides one mile southwest from Phoenix.
During the past season the product of his pear orchard sold at
the rate of from $7 00 to $9oo per acre.
"PHOENIX, ARI Z ., December 27, 1894.
CHARLES T. WALTERS.
Dear Sir:
On my place I have 37 "Winter Nellis " pear trees, fourteen years old. They have been bearing about nine years.
The crop picked this year averaged me 300 pounds to the tree.
There are 25 " Bartlett Pears" same age as above, which have
been bearing ten Years, and I gathered the same amount as
from the "Winter Nellis." The "Golden Russet" is a
beautiful fruit, and fine flavor, but does not bear as heavily as
other varieties. From to trees I gathered 2,200 pounds. The
"Vicar of Wakefield" and the " Sheldon " are great producers.
I sold my pears this season at an average of 3c. per pound.
I also have two varieties of apples, the "Red June" and
"White Winter Pearmain." I have no record of weight, but
they are heavy producers, and both pears and apples are sure
crops.
My apples brought me two cents per pound this season.
WII:LIAM PRICE."

APRICOTS.
The Holmes, Gregory and Lindsley ranch is located on
the south 54 of the northwest 54 of section 14-2-2, about
four and one-half miles southeast of Glendale. From 29
acres of apricots, three and four years old, the past season they
sold $3,15o worth of fruit. Their statement is as follows:
"PHOENIX, ARIZ., October 25, 1894.
W. J. MURPHY, ESQ.
Dear Sir:
In answer to your request for statement showing receipts

and disbursements for apricot orchard. The past season we
had in cultivation:
4 acres of Alfalfa.
Grain Hay.
5
15
Grapes.
2

16
13

4(

Peaches.
Apricots, 3 years old.

I<

fi

4

ti

Young Pear Trees.
Total, 67
EXPENSES.

Foreman, 12 months ® $75.00
Laborers, 12
40.00
Water Rent
Hardware Bills
Taxes
Blacksmith Bills
Lumber
Harvesting Apricots

$9oo.00
480.00
87.5 0
13.00
44.00
8-75
16.80
187.50 $1 ,73 7.50

Apricots sold for
Total expenses of ranch
Less expense of harvesting Apricots
Balance, net profit

$1,737.50
187.50
$1,550.00

The proportion of the expense to be charged to the apricots is, in my opinion, and in the judgment of the foreman,
very close to one-half of the total. The harvesting of hay
and expense, and of setting out 12 acres of young pear trees,
unquestionably offsets pruning apricots, together with pruning
grapes, and as the irrigation and cultivation of the entire
ranch was uniform, I should say that one-half of the total
expense of $1,55 0 being $775, 15 chargeable to apricot account.

Half of total expense of ranch
Harvesting Apricots

$775.00
187.5 0$962.50

Apricots sold for
Less expense

$3, 15 0 . oo
962.5 0

Net margin on Apricots

$2,187.50

Very respectfully,
HOLMES & LINDSLEY.

AN ORCHARDIST REALIZES FROM $5 00 TO $7oo
PER ACRE ON APRICOTS, AND AT THE RATE OF
$216 PER ACRE ON EXTRA EARLY PEACHES.

"PHOENIX, ARIZ.,

December 28, 1894.

M. TAIT, ESQ ,

Dear Sir:

Complying with your request for a few facts in regard to product of my orchard, I have to say : I have
been a resident of the Salt River Valley for eleven years.
My orchard is located about a half mile east from the city of
Phoenix. I make a specialty of early fruits, averaging from
2 to 24 cents per pound for fresh apricots, and 5 cents
per pound for my very early peaches. My St. Ambrose apricots, seven years old, produce 35 0 pounds to a tree, which, at
2 cents per pound, equals $7 per tree, and at the rate of io8
trees per acre, gives $756 per acre. My Golden apricots did
not produce so heavily, still they bore 212 pounds per tree.
My Alexander peach, which is a very early variety, and very
prolific, eight years old, bore 400 pounds per tree, from which
I realized an average price of 5 cents per pound. My Japan
Paper Shell pomegranates are now from five to six years old,
and yield from 5 0 to 8 0 pounds per bush, the average price of
which is from 24 to 3 cents per pound. There are from 200

to 25 0 bushes to the acre. Some of these pomegranates weigh
as high as from 2 to 2 pounds each. The pomegranate
bushes make an excellent fence when planted as a hedge.
Yours very truly,
N. A. MARSTON. "

YOU CAN RAISE CORN IF YOU WISH, WHITE DENT CORN.
Grown by R. Hill, two and one-half miles northwest from
Phoenix, planted on wheat stubble, July i5th, 1894, ground
not cultivated after sowing, irrigated every 8 days, ripened the
last of September, yield 6o bushels per acre.

YELLOW DENT CORN.
'

Planted July 2 0 th, 1894; worked same as White Dent.
Ripened September 1 5th; yield, 120 sacks per acre.

BUT PEACHES PAY BETTER.
Mr. Hill's Early Crawford Peaches yielded 600 pounds
per tree. He sold the ripe fruit on the tree (buyer picked
them,) at i cent per pound. $6 per tree, io8 trees per acre,
gives $648 per acre.
APRICOTS A SURE AND PAYING CROP.
Two-year-old New Castle apricots gave a net return of $1
per tree, or $125 per acre. Royal apricots at three years do
quite as well. Twenty young almond trees just beginning to
bear, indicate that almonds are better. His vineyard yields
from 6,000 pounds to 8,000 pounds per acre, and sell on nearby markets at 3 cents per pound, which means from $t8o to
$240 per acre, while peanuts between the orchard rows yield
at the rate of $75 to Poo per acre.

ORANGE TREES PRODUCE 8414 PER ACRE WHEN

FIVE YEARS OLD.
" Pracmix, December 20, 1894.
W. J. MURPHY,

ESQ.

,

President
ARIZONA IMPROVEMENT CO.

Dear Sir:
In regard to the product of our orange orchard, as you
are aware, we have 85 acres which will come into bearing
next year, but have only about four or five acres now in
bearing. We began selling the product to the local dealers
here at a net price to the company of $4 per box. I had
Mr. Tait count the oranges on some of the trees from which
he was certain no oranges had been picked, and found that they
ran from 146 to 264 per tree; taking the average at a box and
a half per tree, at $4 per box, equals $6 per tree, and at 69
trees per acre, gives $414 per acre, exclusive of boxes and
dealer's profit. The yield will increase from year to year,
until, at full bearing, they will produce from 6 to 8 boxes per
tree. The trees in bearing are now 5 years old.
W. D. FULWILER.'
OFFICE OF THE "RURAL CALIFORNIAN."
C. M. HEINTZ, Proprietor.
"Los ANGELES, CAL., Dec. 2 9, 94.
Mr. W. D. FULWILER, Supt. Arizona Improvement Co.,
Phoenix, Arizona.

Dear Sir:
A sample box of oranges of the Salt River Valley grove
was received at the Rural Californian office a few days ago,
and to say the least they are the finest oranges which have
been received at this office for some time. They are brilliant
in color, rating to my understanding from 96 to 98 in color.
The skin is moderately thin, being superior to the ordinary
Navel grown in California, and the flavor of the orange is
excellent. I see no reason why your orange should not take
the first prize in competition with any Navel orange grown in

California.
Allow me to say it is a great pleasure for me to
pen you these few lines in acknowledgment of the courtesy
extended to me by you.
I feel very much like the boy who was served with a
tenderloin steak in one of the French restaurants. After eating
the piece he called the waiter and said, " Mister, the sample
was excellent, now go out and get me the whole piece." This
is no hint that more oranges should come to this office, but
you may draw your own conclusion.
Wishing you a prosperous year, and hoping that some day
you will give the Rural Californian an opportunity to use its
Kodak on your orange grove, I remain,
Yours most truly,
C. M. HEINTZ."

THE SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE.
" SAN

FRANCISCO,

Dec.

21,

1894.

W. D. FULWILER, Phoenix, Arizona.
Dear Sir:
I received from you a box of Salt River Valley oranges.

I took great pleasure in trying them and found them to be as
you described them—excellent, and as good as any I have
ever tasted. Accept my sincere thanks. I remain,
Respectfully yours,
M. H. DEYouNG."

HONEY.
Thomas K. Elvey says he had sixty stands of bees, which
averaged 250 pounds of extracted honey per stand, and which
he sold at 5c per pound.
Fruit trees and alfalfa bloom give the bees a constant
harvest, so the expense is very light, simply the care of the
bees.

POULTRY.
The turkey-raising business is very profitable in the Salt
River Valley. There is always a good market, and prices as
good as in the city of Chicago—live turkeys bringing from
8 to 12 4 cents per pound, and there is no place on the globe
where turkeys can be raised so easily and successfully as
here.
O. H. Christy, a shipper and raiser of poultry, says he
often pays small farmers from $50 to poo for their season's
crop of turkeys, that have cost the farmer comparatively
nothing to raise, as they have been reared almost wholly on
alfalfa. Mr. Christy has raised as high as 5oo turkeys in one
season on his ranch near the city, and sold them at an average
of a) cents per pound. The large demand for poultry in the
mining districts of Arizona, makes it one of the best paying
crops a man can raise. Eggs are always in demand, and command a good price. For the past three months the price of
eggs has been running from 25 to 35 cents per dozen. A
farmer that will keep say, 200 hens, can easily make from
$30 to $40 per month, besides the increase from young
chickens sold. On account of always having green feed for
• fowls to run on, the expense of feeding is but little.

A FEW ITEMS ON GRAIN AND HOGS AT RANDOM.
" PIVIRNIX, ARIZ. December t, 1894.

Dear Sir:
Your inquiry regarding profits in grain and alfalfa
received. I have 7 0 acres of grain land, and 26 acres o!
alfalfa, on the southeast quarter of section 9-2-2, in the
vicinity of Glendale. Kept no record of the expense. Did
most of the work myself, and what I paid out in cash was
merely nominal. Sowed the 7 0 acres to barley, using about
5 0 pounds of seed to the acre, and had at that time 72 sows.
I threshed from the grain grown on the 7o acres 1,5oo sacks

of barley, 165,000 pounds, and, including the 72 sows I had
in the fall, have now 400 head of hogs, which will average in
weight 180 pounds. The usual selling price is 4$ cents per
pound. I ran the hogs on the 26 acres of alfalfa until I had
headed the grain, and then turned them on the stubble.
I now change them back and forth from the alfalfa to the
stubble, and they are thriving wonderfully well.
Yours very truly,
L. BENNETT.'
J. B. Roach, near Glendale, says: "January I, 1894, I
had on hand 150 head of stock hogs, worth $5oo. October
15, 1884, sold 82 head for $600. December 13, 1894, have
on hand 200 head, which are worth $1,000. I have had on
125 acres of land 40 head of cattle, to head of horses, and all
of the above hogs, all the time since January 1, 1894, and
raised all the feed for them on the same 125 acres, besides
pasturing 800 Angora goats."

George McFall says: "The past season I farmed 7 0 acres
of the northeast quarter of section 33-2--3, three miles
northeast of Phoenix. I first irrigated the land, sowed the
grain on top of the ground and plowed it in. My expenses
were as follows:
Water
Cost of putting in crop
Irrigating
Heading grain
Threshing
Hauling grain to Phoenix

$ 45.00
157.50
9 0 . 00
10 5 . 00
217.00
32.55 $647.05

RECEIPTS.

Product, 217,000 pounds barley at 85c. per
too pounds

$1,824.50

Profit on 7 0 acres, $16.82 per acre

$1,177.45

-

-

ALFALFA, ASIDE FROM ITS VALUE AS A FORAGE PLANT,
IS PROFITABLE ON ACCOUNT OF ITS SEED CROP.

Collins and Philbrook reside on section 16-1-2, about
six miles from Phoenix. They say:
"8o acres of our alfalfa was cut for seed the past season,
cutting the first crop of seed August 20th, 1894. October
20th the same land was again cut for seed, giving an average
per acre (including both' cuttings) of 681 pounds of seed, the
present market price of which is 7c per pound. In addition,
we received from pasturage on this same land, $250, and have
on hand ioo tons of threshed hay worth $2 per ton.
STATEMENT.
$3,813.66

54,480 lbs. alfalfa seed @ 7e,

Proceeds from pasturage,
Value of hay on hand,
Total, or $53.29 per acre.

-

-

-

250
200

- $4 263

"PHOENIX, ARIZ., December 14, 1894.
We hereby certify that the sample of alfalfa seed from
the ranch of Collins and Philbrook was threshed by us, and
that the average production per acre from the land on which
this sample was produced was 556 pounds for the first cutting;
second cutting averaged 125 pounds per acre.
CREIGHTON BROTHERS."

"PHOENIX, ARIZ. December 15, 1894.
SIR :-I desire, in prefacing my information, to say that I
have been a resident of the Salt River Valley two years, having come from Danville, Vermillion county, Illinois.
I am engaged in farming and stock raising on eighty acres
of land situated three miles from the city of Phoenix. During
the summer of 1894 I pastured as high as sixty head of horses

on a single twenty acre lot of alfalfa, and I received from
pasturage on said lot $400 for ten months, at the rate of $1.00
per head.
FRANK BAUM.'
RANGE CATTLE MAKE AN INCRE ISE OF 50 PER CENT. IN
FIVE MONTHS, PASTURED ON ALFALFA ALONE.
W. H. Cox, residing two miles north of Phoenix, makes
the following statement, viz:
"On the 26th day of May, 1894, I placed 58 head of range
cattle on 45 acres of alfalfa pasturage, average weight 6 0 5
pounds, and on the 18th day of October, 1894, sold them to
W. H. Patterson, of Los Angeles, at an average weight of
9o94 pounds, a gain of 3o4 4 pounds per head. No other •
feed was used.
W. H. Cox."

"w. J. MURPHY, ESQ.

,

Chicago, Ills.

Dear Sir..

In response to your inquiry concerning profits in alfalfa
farming, I respectfully submit the following:
During the past year the proceeds of f2o acres in alfalfa in
my charge were $1,820. Cut three crops of Alfalfa and pastured during the fall and winter.
Cost of labor $150; cost of water $157.
Yours very truly,
J. W. EVANS."
GREAT GROWTH OF ORANGES.
At Major J. W. Evans' office may be seen a typical example
of rapid horticultural growth in this valley. It consists of a
seedling orange branch over ten feet long, all produced during
the present year. The stem is nearly three-quarters of an inch
thick. Any of the smaller twigs putting out from this branch
would be considered a wonderful annual development back in

the states. To travesty Mark Twain's "Battle of Springfield"
poem, you may stick down a cutting anywhere here and turn
up a tree the same season.—Phcenix Gazette, Dec. 27, 18 94.

Mr. W. M. Ward left at the Herald office this afternoon an
elegant basket of fruit, consisting of oranges, lemons and grape
fruit. The fruit, in size, flavor and appearance is equal to any
we have ever seen and thoroughly shows what can be done
in this valley with citrus fruits. Among the varieties contained
in the box were the Jaffa, Majorca, Star, Homosassa, St.
Michael and Dancy Tangerine oranges, Villa France lemons
and Triumph grape fruit.—Phcenix Herald, Dec. 17, 1894.

A VICTORY FOR SALT RIVER VALLEY FIGS.
Salt River Valley figs were awarded the first premium
over all competitors at the Mechanics' Institute Fair, San
Francisco, in 1890.

FOR THE CHICAGO EXHIBIT.
During 400 years the Maricopa Indians have cultivated
the same Sonora wheat on the same soil, without fertilizers
other than what irrigation brings. Samples of this wheat were
contributed for the Arizona Improvement Company' s Chicago
Exhibit yesterday. Other donations included barley and spring
club wheat from Hiram Eldred; white Australian wheat from
the Fowler Co.; Egyptian corn from Robert Garnett, Glendale;
Nonpareil soft shell almonds from section 7, Glendale; peanuts
from Chaplain Scott, and a jar of Safrano roses preserved in
a solution of some kind. This last was a beautiful illustration of winter's outdoor bloom in Salt River Valley.—Phcenix
Gazette, Dec. 19, 1894.

AN IOWA FRUIT DEALER'S OPINION.

"E.

DUBUQUE, IOWA, January 12, 1895.
A. SPAULDING, Cedar Falls, Iowa.

Dear Sir:
I want to say a word to you in reference to the sample
of oranges from Arizona, Salt River Valley. They were the
handsomest and most luscious oranges that we ever had in
our store. They were about perfect. We would like to be
able to get plenty of that quality of oranges for our trade.
We could sell such oranges here to-day at $5.00 a box.
They are, without exception, tile finest we have ever seen. We
hope to live to see the time we will have the pleasure of handling such fruit.
If you go out to Arizona we shall hope to hear from you
and know how you like the country. Please keep us advised
as to any, changes or of anything of interest. Wishing you
success in any new adventure, I am
Yours respectfully,
M. M. WALKER."
A CHRISTMAS PICNIC.
Mrs. Brown and Miss Maude Brown, with some assistance from brother Ziba, entertained a number of friends at a
delightful picnic luncheon at the Arizona Falls Christmas afternoon. A number of the members of the Presbyterian
church, headed by Pastor McKinney picnicked at the Hole-inthe-Rock, while dozens of carriages during the day brought
pleasure-seekers to the orange groves in the same vicinity.—
Phoenix Gazelle, Dec. 27, '94.

PHOENIX BEATS THEM ALL.
The Chamber of Commerce this morning received four diplomas for the exhibit at the Midwinter Fair. They were a
gold medal to W. J. Murphy, of the Arizona Improvement Co.,

C IRISTMAS IN PHOENIX

for Washington Navel oranges; a gold medal to Arizona Territory for the best display of agricultural and horticultural products; silver medal to J. C. Bones for Ben Davis apples; diploma of honor to the Chamber of Commerce for agricultural
and horticultural display. —Herald, Phoenix, Oct. 26, '94.
THIRD CROP OF GRAPES.
Yesterday a fine box of Emperor grapes from the Improvement Company's orchard at Glendale was sent by Major
H. F. Robinson to invalid George Beardsley. The offering
was none the less grateful because it formed part of a third
crop grown this year.—Phœnix Gazette, Dec. 23, 1894.
CHICAGO EXHIBIT, DECEMBER, 1894.
The exhibit projected by the Arizona Improvement Company
for its offices, Nos. 812 and 813 New York Life Insurance building, Chicago, received its first contributions yesterday. The
company has imported some showy exhibition glass jars from
Philadelphia, and are putting up specimens of Salt River
Valley horticultural products in a most attractive style.
The receipts yesterday included magnificent pomegranates,
damask peaches, delicious pears and olives as the latter appear in their purple coats before picking. All these fruits
were gathered fresh in December, and the exhibit is intended
to illustrate our winter fruit crop. Some splendid broom
corn was also obtained from John F. Hill's ranch, three miles
east of town. It was planted August i and harvested October
15. Further additions will be made at once. —Gazette, Phoenix, Dec. 8, 1894.
MORE DECEMBER FRUIT.
Superintendent Magnus Tait, of Section No. 7, at Glendale, made a trip to the Arizona canal yesterday in search of
contributions for the Improvement Company's exhibit to be

sent to Chicago. From W. M. Ward he obtained Tangerine
oranges, lemons as handsome as any raised along the Mediterranean, and grape fruit that, while resembling the orange, savors of the vine. The latter does as well here as in Florida.
At the Improvement Company's grounds were found excellent ripe tomatoes, a tempting II-pound watermelon, and two
sweet potatoes weighing 25 pounds. Chaplain Scott gave some
splendid large roasting ears of corn, some ripe figs and peanuts.
These are merely samples of what matures here in December.Gaze/e, Phoenix, December II, 1894.
LUMBER FOR THIS VALLEY.
-

Phoenix will soon reap a benefit from the sawmill activity
now reported in Williams. The News of that town of the ist
instant said: "The spin of the wheels of industry at the lumber camps goes merrily on with a daily increase in the demand
in that line. There are over 3, 000 , 000 feet of lumber now drying in the yards of the lumber company east of this city, and
an average of 6o, 000 feet of lumber is turned out of this mill
daily. Last Tuesday was an exceptionally busy day and over
70,000 feet of lumber was turned out of this mill alone."
The north and south road (Santa Fe) will give us access
to that market.—Phoenix Gazelle, Dec. 7, '94.
Building materials in Phoenix are about the same as in
Central Illinois.
Good wells of soft water 20 to 5 0 feet deep, according to
distance from the river.
WHAT THEY SAY ABOUT THE CLIMATE.
PHOENIX, ARIZONA, December 15, 1894.
W. J. MURPHY, ESQ., President Arizona Improvement
Company, Phoenix, Arizona.
Sir: In reply to your request for information regarding
my experience with the climate of Arizona, I take pleasure in

stating that during an active life as civil engineer for sixteen
years on the deserls of this territory, I have enjoyed perfect health and have never suffered from the effects of heat
nearly so much as I did formerly in the states of Illinois, Iowa
and Minnesota.
I have further noted that laboring men engaged upon the
farms, threshing machines, canal and railroad construction
have endured the extreme summer heat with less suffering and
inconvenience than in any other country that has come under
my notice.
In sbort, there are seldom any cases of prostration from
heat, and all persons can conveniently work in-doors or out-ofdoors every day in the year without suffering from heat
cold. I am, sir,
Very respectfully,
HERBERT R. PATRICK,
Civil Engineer.

15 SCOTT STREET,
CHICAGO, ILL., jail 14, '95.
ARIZONA IMPROVEMENT CO., Chicago, Ill.

Gentlemen..
It was my good fortune to spend the greater portion of
last year in Arizona, actively engaged in the examination of
land surveys for the United States Government.
Constantly exposed to the sun during the entire summer,
sleeping in the open air from June until December, I found the
climate of Arizona the most delightful any one could well imagine.
While the temperature is high in July and August it
is never oppressive, for I found constant gentle breezes
prevailing over the entire Salt River Valley country, producing an exhilarating effect that must be experienced to
be appreciated. In a semi-tropical country one must expect
hot summers, but with proper attention to the construction and

arrangement of one's home in Arizona I know of no reason
why a summer there should not be just as delightful as anywhere else.
The winter climate of Arizona as compared with southern
France and Italy is far superior. There are no cold winds, no
moisture in the atmosphere, and the sunshine gives strength
and vigor to those who cannot brave the terrors of a northern
and western winter. I spent many days walking and riding
over the deserts and mountains of Arizona in the hottest
weather, but never did rexperience the slightest discomfort.
On the contrary, I found exposure to the sun conducive
to robust health. When I went to Arizona I was suffering all
the horrors of indigestion, and I frankly confess that life was a
misery.
' Since then I have not had the slightest stomach trouble,
and I know of many people entirely relieved of dyspepsia and
all its ills after living in the glorious climate of Arizona.
To those who contemplate going to Arizona—let them
spend one year in the Salt River Valley—they will find its
charms enduring.
Respectfully,
Wm. H. JANUARY.

From

Ziba Brown (abstractor of titles, Phcenix).
A BICYCLER.
PHOENIX, ARIZONA,

Dec. 26, 1894.

Dear Sir:
I was born and raised in Coles County, Ill.—lived there
all my life except two years in Kansas, till I came here six
years ago. I was warned not to go to Arizona, that the heat
would cook me. Well, I rode a bicycle race last 4th July afternoon. We started at 1 o'clock, and r rode 8o miles in 4 hours
and 19 minutes. I'm still in the flesh, and more of it than I
ever had in Illinois. I ride and walk the hottest days, and the
dry air is pleasant and not at all oppressive.

i have never lost an hour's sleep in Phoenix on account of
the heat.
We have no heat here anything like as oppressive as 9 0
degrees is in central Illinois, and I have never felt the heat here
as I did in Illinois and Kansas. The hottest day has its gentle breeze. There's no sunstroke, and the nights are always
cool and pleasant.
The Salt River Valley is a paradise for cyclers. The
country roads are clean and good, and not a day in the year
but one can take a spin in any part of it.
Yours truly,
ZIBA BROWN.

19 10 Surf Street, Lake View,
Chicago, Ill.
CHICAGO, January 15, 1895.
W. J.
Dear Sir..

MURPHY, ESQ.

You ask me what has been my experience of the summer
climate of the Salt River Valley in Arizona. In reply I would
say, that I made my first visit there in June, 1886, at which
time I rode, perhaps, a thousand miles over the mountains and
valleys of the territory. A good deal of the time the thermometer was over too degrees—sometimes as high as 112 degrees in
the shade. Yet I never suffered from the heat. Mr. Fulwiler,
of the Canal Co., and I were riding behind a little pair of mules
forty or fifty miles a day over the desert, and stopping every
little while to take a photograph of a giant cactus, or of the
falls and the lovely views on the Arizona canal, and I must say
I never enjoyed excursions more in my life. The air was so
dry and clear, and the nights so cool, that really one would not
have suspected he was in a hot country if he did not occasionally look at the glass. I have been to Phoenix and through
the valley many times since then, and have been each time the
more and more convinced that the climate of this remarkable

valley is the most healthful and, taking the year 'round, the
least uncomfortable of any that I have ever had experience of.
Very truly yours,
C. C. MERRIMAN.
VIEWS OF DISTINGUISHED VISITORS.
Friday morning, attached to the regular Maricopa and
Phoenix train were two Pullman coaches, containing D. B.
Robinson, Vice-President and Manager of the great Santa Fe
Railway system, Hon. Robert E. Lincoln, N. K. Fairbank,
Marshall Field, and Norman Ream, of Chicago. The party
was taken in charge by Ex-Governor N. O. Murphy, and after
a two days' drive about the valley, Mr. Fairbank was especially enthusiastic and said to the reporter:
" I am sure," said he, "there is nothing to prevent the
Salt River Valley from attaining the greatest agricultural advancement in the southwest. I never before have seen an extent of country like this, so perfectly adapted to all the purposes of irrigation. It, indeed, seems as though it had been
laid out by the hand of man, some time far back, and the
rough places all leveled. As soon as the new railroad from
the north arrives, there is surely nothing to stand in the way
of a remarkable degree of prosperity in this region. I see
that since the Arizona canal's completion there has been but
the brief space of eight years in which to improve the region
to what it now is. It would be difficult to imagine what it
will be at the end of another eight years. For one thing, I believe Phoenix will surely have at least 20,000 population. Even
now, young as it is, Phoenix is a charming town."
Mr. Ream had ideas in much the same direction, for he
picked up the conversation by saying: "We never expected
to see such a gem of a city in a land we had believed chiefly
remarkable for Indians and rough characters. I find plenty of
churches and schools, remarkably nice schools they are, too, as
far as outside appearances go, and you know there is nothing on

earth that will so quickly prepossess an American citizen with a
place as an evident attention to schools. All that I can see
that Phoenix and her surrounding country want now is a good
outlet to the products the country is so well able to raise. People 'down east' expect to find here a mining camp, a sort of
annex to the Phoenix mine, of which we know much in the
east. But instead there is a very evident air of progress and
refinement."

(Since the above interview the new outlet has been completed,
and Phoenix now has competitive trunk railroads.)
Mr. Lincoln considered the valley "a remarkable field for
irrigation, where everything appeared to thrive in a manner
rarely known elsewhere." He had sampled our fruits and
found them good, and was more than pleased with his trip and
the land into which it had led.
Mr. Field was not behind his companions in his encomiums. " I am delighted," said he, "with the country, and
with Phoenix; both are far above my expectations. I did think
I had some idea of Arizona, rout find I was much mistaken.
The people are evidently intelligent and active in laboring for
advancement. I have just been writing to a friend in Chicago
that this is the best country I have so far struck in the west.
You certainly have a great future here. Your country has not
been half advertised, and as soon as its opportunities are better
known in the east, to this valley will come a rush that will
speedily fill your vacant acres. I regret that we are compelled
by Mr. Robinson's business engagements to hurry away so
soon., We have been charmingly entertained."--Phoenix Ga-

zelle, Feb. 14, 1894.

APRICOTS FROM ARIZONA.
The early apricots shipped to Chicago this year from Salt River
Valley, Arizona, attracted widespread attention. We publish one of the
many notices from the press.
From the Chicago Tribune, May 18, 1895:

"The Tribune has been furnished a sample of early apricots from the
Salt River Valley, Arizona. They are the Newcastles, a small variety,
but valuable on account of their early ripening. These are the first
matured apricots of this season in the United States. The districts in
which apricots can be successfully produced are few and limited in extent,
and owing to the damaging frosts and windstorms which have visited
many of these places this year the apricot yield will be more restricted
than ever. Orchardists in the Salt River Valley will reap phenomenal
profits from their apricot orchards this year. It is estimated that fifty
carloads of this fruit will reach the eastern markets within the next
few weeks from this valley."

BEST ORANGES HE COULD FIND.
Byron E. Smith, of Newman, Ill., orchardist and farmer, was with
our excursion February 4, 1895, and purchased land from us which we
have planted to oranges for him. The following is a copy of a letter he
writes to Mr. Tait, superintendent of our orange grove, after examining
the orchards and fruit districts of California
"SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.,
"MR. JOHN TAIT,

March 23, 1895.

Phoenix, Arizona.

"My Dear Sir..—I have been over a big lot of orange land since I saw
you, but I must be candid enough to say your grove takes the cake in
every respect so far. I have sampled all the oranges I could get, but for
aroma and fine flavor, color and all, Arizona is away ahead.
"Now I enclose you some stamps and ask if you will be so kind as to
send a package of orange blooms to my wife for me. Address, Mrs.
Byron E. Smith, Newman, Ill., P. 0. Box to6.
"I hope this will not be too much trouble. Hoping you are well, and
that this will be a good season for you, I am,
"Yours truly,
(Signed) BYRON E. SMITH."

ARIZONA'S EARLY FRUIT.
The San Francisco Chronicle in an 1595 May issue says •

"Last Friday the Arizona Improvement Company laid down in Chicago
the first ripe apricots of the season in the United States. They came from
the Salt River Valley, Arizona. It is estimated that Arizona will send to
the east fifty carloads of apricots within the next few weeks.
"For a territory which, only a short time ago, was known chiefly for
its wealth of cactus plants of all varieties, toads, Gila monsters
and Apache Indians, this is a magnificent horticultural showing. It
demonstrates what scientific irrigation can do, even in a country seemingly hopeless. The Salt River Valley is by no means the only fruit
growing region of Arizona, but it is more prominent than other sections,
and therefore may be taken as illustrative of the horticultural possibilities
of the territory.
"So far as early fruits are concerned it seems that Arizona will possess
an advantage over all the rest of the Pacific coast unless it shall be a few
specially favored portions of California. Lying further to the south than
this state, and with its open and wide-spread valleys drinking in every
ray of sunshine from a cloudless sky, all that is needed to make fruit
come to perfection early in the season is abundant, though judicious,
irrigation, and that problem Arizona seems to have solved in a great
measure. There have been costly and unsuccessful experiments tried,
but that is the history of every enterprise, and it would seem now that
the people of Arizona have had the wit to profit by their early mistakes
and blunders.
"We can see nothing in the way of the advancement of Arizona as a
great fruit growing country. Certainly the fruit which has been sent to
San Francisco from that territory, and early fruit especially, leaves
nothing to be desired in the way of appearance or quality. No one need
be surprised if within a short time Arizona shall become the chief source
of supply for the earliest fruit to all the great markets of the east."

ALFALFA PAYS.
From the Los Angeles Herald.

"The idea that Arizona is only good for mining camps is rapidly fading
away before the dawn of such facts as are contained in the following
statement from E. F. Kellner, of Phoenix, regarding the production of
alfalfa in the Salt River Valley. The gentleman, who is the largest
grower in the territory, says : 'To show what the soil of the valley will
do when irrigated, I will give an example of my alfalfa patch. I have
i000 acres in a body, all sown to alfalfa, and this pays me clean cash,
$20, 000 a year, netting me more than any other of my investments.
Strikes may come and go, markets may fluctuate, banks may burst and
mines peter out, but my alfalfa patch goes on forever.' "

WHAT A NOTED CHICAGOAN THINKS OF THE
SALT RIVER VALLEY.
A. S. Gage, proprietor of the Wellington Hotel, has just returned
from Arizona, where he participated in the ceremonies marking the completion of the Santa Fe, Prescott & Phoenix Railway. The well known
boniface did not spend many days in the Salt River Valley, but the period
was long enough to make him a more enthusiastic Arizona boomer than
even the oldest settler of Phoenix.

A Most Delightful Country.
Chicago Eveniug Post, March zo, 1895.

"By George!" exclaimed Mr. Gage, as he slapped a big section of
onyx tree trunk, highly polished—a souvenir of Arizona's petrified
forests—"By George ! I mean it when I say that country is the most
delightful in the world. I haven't a dollar's worth of land to sell there
and am not a railroad boomer, but if I were a young man, say fifteen
years on the sunny side of my present mark, and were seeking a young
man's share of life, I would ask no better treat than to own some land in
the Salt River Valley. I have travelled a bit, and I can testify that
nowhere in the world is the climate as beautiful as in this valley. 'Go
West, young man, go West,' the injunction given to our youth by a well
known man, might come with equal earnestness from me. Men with
but little capital can be assured an independent livelihood out there."

The Best Kind of Savings Bank.
"Why, if I were a young, single man, with a salary of $600 a year,
or if married and with $1,2oo a year, I would see to it that I laid by
enough each month to put me in possession of some of that soil waiting
to be tickled to supply in abundance the fruits, grains and grasses of the
world. Southern California must yield the palm to this portion of
Arizona. There is a great future for the Salt River Valley, and with a
season from four to six weeks earlier than California's, ample railroad
accommodations should make the fortunes of investors. As it is, I think
I'll invest in some of that land as a sort of savings bank—go out and
spend vacations on it and enjoy the possession of it."

The New Railroad.
"Ordinarily one does not heat much hubbub over the opening of a
railroad 197 miles long, but the entire country of the West is affected to
a great degree by the completion of the Santa Fe, Prescott & Phoenix,
over which we made a grand celebration trip. The road was not built
for stock-jobbing purposes, but to open up a generous slice of the earth's
big garden.

Formidable Engineering Feats.
"In the party of which I was a member, were the capitalists who
controlled the road, and their guests. The unusual spectacle was displayed last week at Prescott of anywhere from fifteen to twenty private

railway combination cars standing on the side-tracks. These hailed from
New York to 'Frisco. The road's northern terminus is Ash Fork, on the
Atlantic & Pacific, a branch of the Santa Fe system. It extends southward to Prescott, then in a parab 3lic curve to Phoenix, at which place
connection is made with the Southern Pacific Railroad by the Maricopa
& Phoenix Road. The 197 miles of this new road are in every way as
well constructed as any old Eastern Road. Some engineering feats that
appear formidable when compared to the best known fruits of the
engineer's skill on other roads have added great interest to the new
route. .Gigantic trestles and loops are encountered, but they are marvels
of good construction."

As Compared with the Old Days.
"Once before in 1887, I went into the Salt River Valley by wagon
from a point on the Southern Pacific Even then the tillers of the soil
and breeders of cattle were independent, but they had no incentive to
great action, as they were powerless to get their produce to a market.
How different my second visit, in a drawing room car and right down
through the heart of a country fairly overflowing with wealth and
resources. It was inspiring to see the stately ruins, remaining evidences
of an almost prehistoric mighty people, and to learn that many lands
were actually irrigated by means of ditches made hundreds of years ago."

The Irrigation System.
"Of course the rainfall in this valley does not assure the agriculturists
sufficient moisture to mature crops, and irrigation must be resorted to.
But the rapid advances of the Arizona Improvement Company and the
water-power canal have fitted this noted valley for a population equally
as great as it had hundreds of years ago, when a nation of fully 250,000
lived in abundance and some degree of civilization there."

Oranges and Alfalfa.
"In my judgment there is a great future for Salt River Valley
oranges. They are better than the California oranges and several weeks
ahead of the fruit of that State. This year Arizona oranges sold for $4 a
box on the grounds. And, oh, what crops of Alfalfa, the best fodder in
the world, can be raised ! It is no uncommon thing to have three or
more crops of this wonderful grass, the first being cut about April IS. After
the last cutting sufficient green is left for grazing the remainder of the
year. I might continue for hours to dwell upon the positive glories of
this wonderful country. The railroad will work wonders for the valley.
One of the richest gold mines in the country, 'the Congress, will be saved
thousands of dollars each month by the proximity of the railroad. E. B.
Gage, N. K. Fairbank, C. D. Arms and F. M. Murphy are the owners of
this mine, that turns out concentrations assaying $140 to $200 per ton in
gold.
"Yes, sir; I am the most enthusiastic man in the land over that
country, its climate, its magnificence. I would advise so many to go
there that it would be speedily fully colonized. A week ago yesterday
we drove over eighty miles behind native horses and I wore a linen

duster."

Univ. of Arizona Librari

FRUIT FROM ARIZONA.
A Comparison of Her Products With Utah.
From the Salt Lake Herald in an 1895 May issue :

"Salt River Valley, Arizona, was settled not many years ago by colonists from Utah. The people who went there were ridiculed somewhat by
their old neighbors, and their condition in that nearly tropical climate
was much commiserated. But there is no laugh on them now. In the
first place it is not so hot in the Salt River Valley as in some other parts
of Arizona. In the next place the region turned out to be a good place
for agriculture and fruit raising. And in the third place the winter
climate was found to be excellent.
"But this is not all. The Chicago market has received its first consignment of apricots for the season, and they came from the Salt River
Valley. Arizona expects to send fifty carloads of apricots to the east this
season.
"Utah has not had much to brag of lately in the way of fine fruit, unless it be what has been produced in Grand county. At one time she led
the continent in luscious, solid and magnificent fruit of all kinds. What
is the matter now? Insect pests, neglect, importations and horticultural
folly.
"Now is the time to go to work with a will and in unity, to clear our
orchards of the pests that have taken possession of them. We are right
in the very midst of the spraying season. Are the owners of the city
grounds and county gardens attending to the duty legally incumbent
upon them? We hope so. Spraying should be diligently followed up
as the law directs and as the directors have explained, and the penalties
imposed should be inflicted when the law is violated.
"We congratulate our friends in Arizona on their success. We urge
upon our friends in Utah to so improve their horticulture that Utah may
regain her lost prestige and again become famous for her splendid fruit,
or at least a competitor with what we always deemed our less favored
rival in the south."
,

CATTLE SHIPrIENTS.
Prom the Prescott Journal-Miner:

"During the month of May, 8893, the S. F., P. & P. Railroad shipped
over its line 389 carloads of cattle. Fifty cars were shipped from Phoenix,
120 from Glendale and 289 from Del Rio. Shipments so far this month
amount to about loci carloads.
"Last night's southbound express left Prescott with a double header
attached. In addition to the regular passenger coaches and baggage car,
nine carloads of cattle, belonging to J. W. Sullivan were attached, en
route to Phoenix, to be placed on pasture."

EARLIEST AND CHOICEST FRUITS—HIGHEST PRICES.
From The Rural Californian May, 1895, regarding the Salt River Valley, Arizona:

"The products are identical with those of the most favored
portions of Southern California. At the Midwinter Fair, Navel
oranges from the groves of the Arizona Improvement Company,
took place in the front rank, being adjudged close to perfection in
all the points of .color, skin, flavor and size. The orange season opens
about November to, and by December 1st every Navel is ready to leave the
tree, fully ripened. Thus are the top prices of the early market assured
the growers. In deciduous fruit also, Arizona has an undoubted advantage of
season from four to six weeks earlier than known points nearer tile coast.'

FROM A CALIFORNIA EXPERT.
"JoHN S. CALKINS, Olive Nurseries, Pomona, Cal., April 4, 1895.
"MR. MAGNUS TAIT, Phoenix, Arizona.
"My Dear Sir:—After a delay of some two weeks I obtained the
oranges from the Arizona Improvement Company's lands which you so
kindly left for me in Los Angeles, and I want to thank you for them and
tell you how pleased I was with their superior quality. I have never before had an opportunity to test Arizona oranges, but from your climate
expected a good deal, and I assure you I was not disappointed when I
sampled the fruit. I found the skin thin and tough and the juice
remarkably sweet with very little 'rag,' in short, I have never seen it
surpassed by Havana, Florida or California fruit. I believe your oranges
will make their mark in the markets in point of superior quality. Wishing you success, I am,
"Yours very truly,
(Signed) JOHN S. CALKINS."

