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1. Where is the Salt River Valley ? In the
central part of Maricopa County, in Southern
Arizona, comprising the land lying on either
side of Salt River, between the mouth of the
Verde River (a tributary) and the confluence of
the Salt River with the Gila River.
2. How large is the Salt River Valley ? The
Valley proper is some 50 miles in length and
averages 15 miles in width, containing 750
square miles, aggregating 480,000 acres of irrigable land, surrounded on all sides by the foothills of adjacent mountain ranges.
3. How does this section compare with
other parts of the Territory ? The Territory
of Arizona is of a generally mountainous character, very rich in mines, timber and grazing
lands, while the Salt River Valley is devoted to
agriculture, horticulture and the raising and
fattening of live stock.
4. What is the climate ? The Territory being some 380 miles in length, north and south,
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and the altitude of the northern portion being
• from 6,000 to 7,000 feet, while that of the Salt
River Valley is but 1,050 feet, the Territory
presents a great variety of climate. The
climate of the Salt River Valley is semi-tropical,
, with little frost, no snow, and moderate rain
in the winter.
5. How low does the thermometer go in
winter? Very rarely below freezing point, 32°
• Fahrenheit.
•
6. What is the summer temperature ? In
July', August and September the days will run
from 75° to 110°, sometimes going to 115°.
the nights are always pleasant.
-

7. What is the average temperature by seasofis? U. S. Signal Service Reports, covering ten
-,,years, from 1871 to 1887, show
70.5
Aveiàgegpring temperature
89.3
Average summer temperature
73.1
Average autumn temperature
115.5
Highest temperature
22.5
Lowest temperature
72.2
Average annual temperature
For the year 1893 self-registering thermometer
of private party shows :
64.1
Average spring temperature
87.8
Average summer temperature
68.0
Average autumn temperature
8. How does the heat affect one? A temperature of 90° in the Eastern States is far 'niore
prostrating and dangerous than the highest
temperature experienced in the Salt River -Valley.

.
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9. What is the cause of the difference? The
absence of humidity in the atmosphere.
10. What is the average rainfall? Six and
thirty-seven one-hundredth inches and eernfined
principally to the winter' months.
11. Does it rain continually during th -vinter? Only a day or two at a time, with,interter?
vals of weeks of cloudless weather.
12. Are the storms violent? Thunder and
lightning are very tare. Cyclott 4.r•nlicl *indstorms are unknown. '
-

13.
Are earthquakes ever experienced?
Slight shocks have been known,but
,
: not as frequently as in the Mississippi Valley. ,-

14. How are lung and throat diseases
affected by the climate? Most faVnt'ably;', this,
valley is a natural sanitarium., The worst::
cases, both from the east and ,'west, come here
with the most beneficial results,- Mani', Of „them
being permanently cured. .ghe clirrwlic dgiideratum in pulmonaryldiseasesis a Mild and dry
climate. Southern C4Ifforiiia 11 -.. a.•''lcl
`
climate, but it is nottl4. (.:lbrado — a id,r5r
climate, but it,ieriot,inilcli', - The S1 'verValaley has a pflinate
itsato kll'
igAi."00 arzl
fi-'dry till,
lient speCiafis
:Aibtlintifencl :the Salt Rivén
V ye AR pnlmtulary: seases.
-

,—

.

.

--

.

5. Do malarial ot épidemic.cliseases prevail?
Less than in 'any other part of the- United
States. The dryness of the atmosphere is un,?

-
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favorable to the transmission of any disease germs.
16. Are there any poisonous reptiles? Yes,
in the adjacent mountains, but irrigation drives
them away from the cultivated lands and very
few are now to be found in the valley.
• 17. To what productions is the valley
adapted ? To all those of all the Eastern and

Northern states, besides many of those of
tropical countries.
18. Is the soil durable? As nearly inexhaustible as any known soil. The Maricopa
Indians, a remnant of a semi-civilized tribe,
have raised wheat upon some of these lands
continuously since the early Missions in the
seventeenth century.

Orange Judd, editor of The Prairie Farmer,
after a visit to the Salt River Valley, said of its
soil, editorially :
n • Most of these valley soils are the accumulated washings
from the surrounding hills, made up of the fine particles that
have been, during countless centuries; disintegrated by frost,
or the chemical action of the atmosphere. The water he (the
farmer) uses is also charged with new fertility, thus produced
annually and gathered from the sides of the mountains scores
and hundreds of miles away, so that every flowing of the land
benefits IL ,1` 'a This is no theoretical idea. We have seen
thousands of acres here growing crops that rival in luxuriance
those found in the famed valley of the Nile, which derives Its
Vivifying liquid, bearing fertilizing elements, from the far off
lands in Upper Egypt and beyond. 0` ,` This valley of the
'Salt' derives its luxuriousness from the mountain regions of
Interior arid Arizona."
- The Special Committee of the U. S. Senate
Report 928, parti, May 5,1890, page 60, say :
"Within oUr border there cannot be found a soil so uniformly
fertile and so capable of varied production, under irrigation, as
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that of the Gila, Salt and Santa Cruz Rivers in Southern and
Central Arizona. Analysis of this soil shows its fertile qualities
to be superior to that of the Nile earth."

19. Do all soils require irrigation? Yes; the
rainfall being insufficient to produce any crops
without irrigation.
20. How is water applied for irrigation?
For grain and alfalfa, water is applied by flooding the entire surface of the land between borders, usually fifty feet apart. For fruit, it is run
in furrows near the trees or vines.
21. What does it cost to prepare land for
irrigation? Owing to the fact that the lands
of the valley have no natural sod, and are nearly level, having only a slight fall to the west
or south, sufficient to carry the water, there
is no cost for leveling or preparing the land for
irrigation. In Southen California the leveling
of the land alone costs often as high as $40 per
acre.
22. Is any special treatment of ground or
crop required? Deep, thorough and frequent
tilling only. No fertilizers required.

23. What is the cost per acre per :year for
water? $2.25 per miner's inch, or $1.25 per
acre per year.
• 24. How is the water obtained for irrigation? The water is diverted from the Salt
River below the junction of the Verde River
(these two rivers having a water-shed of 15,000
square miles) by means of dams, and , carried

8
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to the lands to be irrigated through large
canals, which in turn supply the smaller ditches
or laterals which conduct the water where
needed to be used.
25. Are the users of water liable for assessments or repairs on the canals? No; the canal
companies bear all such expenses.
26. How is water obtained for domestic
uses? From the canals and from wells, and in
the city of Phoenix from public water-works.
27. How do Salt River Valley oranges compare with the best California fruit? The Riverside Press, of Riverside, California, said :
" Z. T. Brown returned from the Gila Bend country, Arizona,
last night. He brought back with him a box of navel oranges,
grown about eleven miles from Phoenix, in the Salt River Valley.
These oranges are magnificent specimens—good size, rich color,
very sweet and finely flavored. They ripen in November, a
couple of months earlier than herein Riverside. It has been folly
demonstrated that fine oranges can be raised in Arizona."
"OFFI C E OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL,
WORLD'S COLUMBIAN EXPOSITION. }
MY DEAR MIL COATS:
A box of Salt River Valley oranges, which you were so
kind as to send me, came yesterday, just in time to be opened on
Christmas morning. We found them very fine. For your
thoughtfulness and kindness please accept my cordial thanks.
Very truly yours,
GEORGE A. DAY'S."

28. Is experience needed in the growing of
fruits? Yes, but it can be easily and rapidly
acquired.
29. Are orange trees in Salt River Valley
liable to scale? No; the dryness of the atmosphere is a safeguard.
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30. What are the leading and most profitable varieties of deciduous fruits? Apricots,
pears, peaches, figs, almonds and raisin grapes.
31. •What other fruits are also raised?
Oranges, lemons, olives, pomegranates, wine
and table grapes, dates, bananas, nectarines,
prunes, quinces, apples, and various kinds of
berries.
32. How are they disposed of? The local
market and surrounding mining and cattle
districts consume the greater part of the fresh
fruits. The surplus is shipped in refrigerator
cars, or dried or canned by the Phoenix Packing
Co. for local and Eastern markets.
33. What kind of grapes are cultivated?
Table grapes for local and export use, wine and
raisin grapes.
34. Is the raisin crop during curing liable to
damage from rains? One of the peculiar advantages of the dry climate of the Salt River
Valley is the absence of dews and fogs, and the
fact that no rainfall need be expected during
curing period.
35. Are fruits the only product of the soil?
No; there is a large acreage of alfalfa, wheat,
corn, barley, broom-corn, sugar-cane, sorghum,
- berries, melons and vegetables.
36. What do the various grains yield per
acre? Wheat from 1,500 to 2,500 pounds, and
barley from 2,000 to 3,000 pounds per acre, according to cultivation.

10
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37. What hay crops are raised? Barley and
oats are largely grown for hay, and cut while
in the milk. Alfalfa, however, is the leading
crop for hay.
38. What is the yield of alfalfa per acre?
From one to two tons per cutting. It is cut
from four to six times per year, thus yielding
from eight to twelve tons per annum.
39. What is the value of such hay? From
$8 to $12 per ton, baled, according to the
season.
Does alfalfa make good meadow or
40.
pastures? Alfalfa is unsurpassed as a forage
plant, and is equally valuable either for hay or
pasture. One acre of alfalfa supports, in prime
condition, two head of stock, and this all the
year round.
41. Is the Salt River Valley a good locality
for live stock ? Horses, cattle, sheep and hogs
are matured on alfalfa pastures without ever
being housed or fed one pound of grain. The
mild climate and luxuriant pastures are attracting attention to this valley as a favorable
locality for the breeding of fine pedigreed stock.
42. Is it a profitable business to buy stock
cattle to feed? Yes; this is an exceedingly
profitable business, the surrounding mountain
cattle ranges furnish immense quantities of
stockers, which the farmer can buy at reasonable prices, and after feeding a few months on
alfalfa, turn off nearly doubled in weight, and
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actually doubled in price, fat cattle always
commanding a higher price than range cattle.
43. If the farmer has not the necessary
money to put into cattle, can he dispose of his
surplus pasture after cutting the last crop of
hay? Yes ; the price of pasturage varies from
75c to $1.50 per head per month, and so great
is the demand that equal prices are frequently
realized from grain stubble.
44.
How about hogs? This is a rapidly
growing and lucrative industry. You turn
them into the pasture—the alfalfa 'does the
rest."
45.
What market is there for live stock?
1st—Home consumption. 2nd—Shipments east
and west. 3rd—California buyers purchasing
here.
46. What vegetables are grown? Nearly all
those grown in every section of the United
States.
47.
How long is the growing season for
vegetables and berries? Such vegetables as lettuce, onions, beets, turnips and radishes, all the
year round ; potatoes, tomatoes and green
corn, two crops. Green peas are shipped to
Kansas City by April 1st.
48. What kind of berries are l'aised? Strawberries, blackberries, raspberries and mulberries. Strawberries ripen during ten months of
the year, are prolific and of great size. The
culture of berries is very remunerative.
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49. How long after vines and fruit trees are
planted before they corneinto bearing? Grapes,
two years from cuttings, one year from rooted
vines; peaches and apricots in third year;
oranges in fourth year.
50. What income can the farmer expect during the time from the planting of trees until
they come into bearing? Plant berries and
vegetables between the rows, or reserve a part
of the land forgrain and alfalfa. As an instance
where grain and alfalfa was planted, M. Baugh
says:
" I farmed 75 acres under the Arizona Canal during the past
season, 60 acres of which I put in barley, and the balance, 15
acres, in alfalfa. From this, since the first of last May, I have
sold $50 worth of chickens, $250 worth of eggs, $2,300 worth of
hogs, $50 worth of turkeys and $400 worth of honey, making a
g-mss income from 75 acres of $3,050. In addition to this I not
only have the original stock with which 1 started In, but they
have Increased In value at least $500, so that, really, the 75 acres
have produced $3,550."
As an instance where berries were planted,
Chas. Williams says:
" I have 20 acres of land. Ten erres of that Is as much as I
can cultivate. I make a good living and save up something. I
gathered and marketed from one-third of an acre of strawberries
3,300 boxes, which netted me 12 34 cents per box. This year I
expect to market 15,000 boxes."
51. What profit is there in raising poultry?
Chickens sell at $4 to $6 per dozen ; turkeys 10
cents per pound, gross. Eggs average 25 cents
per dozen.
52. What diseases are there amongst poultry? None. They run on the alfalfa fields, and
require no houses or coops, hatching their
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young chicks during December as safely as in
April or May.
What inducements are offered to the
53.
dairyman? Dairy products find a ready market
at high prices, yearly contracts being made at
35 cents per pound for butter. Milk retails at
20 to 30 cents per gallon.
54. Is honey produced in commercial quantities? This young and growing industry is
attracting wide attention. A Beekeeper's Association was organized in May of 1890, since
which time the product has been shipped to
Eastern cities in car-load lots, at remunerative
prices. The bloom of the fruit trees, the alfalfa
and the outlying desert growth, furnish the
bees with a constant harvest.
55. Can cotton be raised? Cotton of a very
superior quality is grown, but not yet in sufficiently large quantity to establish a market.
-

56. Are there any fish? Yes ; the streams
and canals are full of them.
57. Are there any Norway rats, grasshoppers, chinch bugs, army worms, cut worms and
potato bugs or other insects to botherg,rowing
grain? No.
58. Are the roads good? Most excellent the
year round; the uniform fall of the valley producing natural drainage.
59. How many acres of land, with water,
will support an average family comfortably in
the Salt River Valley? From 10 to 20.
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60. What minerals are shipped from Phoenix?
Gold, silver, onyx and building stone.
61. What was the largest bar of gold bullion
ever shipped from Phoenix? From the Bonanza
mine, in the Harqua Hala district, which
weighed 320 pounds, valued at $81,000.
62. Is onyx shipped in Commercial quantities, or simply as samples? In commercial
quantities and by the car-load only.
63. What is the character of the building
stone? A beautiful red sandstone.
64. Is there any government land yet open
to settlers in Maricopa county? Plenty of it,
but none under completed canals furnishing
water.
65. Why is the land not all taken up? Because the rainfall being insufficient to raise a
crop, the land is valueless without facilities for
irrigation.
.

66. What is the range of prices for tinim
Proved land with water? From $30 to $75
per acre, except lands in the immediate vicinity
of cities and villages.
67. What makes the difference in price?
Especial adaptability to raising particular
crops, and proximity to town and railroad.
68. What can improved property be bought
for? Farm property, with water, from $50 to
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$250 per acre, according to amount of improvement.
69.
What can good unimproved orange
land, with water, be bought for? From $50
to $75 per acre.
70.
Can any farms he rented? Yes ; nonresidents and owners of large tracts frequently
let out their lands at a reasonable rate, either
for cash or on shares.
71. What are the average wages for labor?
Farm hands, $20 to $30 per month and board ;
common laborers, $1.50 to $1.75 per day ;
skilled labor, carpenters, brickmasons, etc.,
$2.50 to $4.50 per day ; clerks, $25 to $100
per month. Skilled labor generally is in fair
demand. Domestic, $15 to $40.
72. What are the rates of living? About
the same as in the Middle and Western States.
73.

What fuel is used? Wood only.

74. Is fuel expensive? Hard mesquite wood
for fuel is delivered at from $3 to $5 per cord.
The farmers generally raise their own fuel by
planting cottonwood cuttings, which form a
fair sized tree in two years.
75. What are the inducements, materially,
for immigration to Southern Arizona? The
moderate price of land and improved property
(considering its capacity), and the certainty of
good returns under proper care and cultivation.

16

QUESTIONS ANSWERED.

Why is this the poor man's country?
76.
Because 350 sunny days make it 'possible for
laborers to work out of doors the greater part
of the -year.

•
77. What does a comfortable 4 to 6-room
house, in a good neighborhood in Phoenix, convenient to car line, rent for? $15 to $25 per
month.
78. What is the price of building material?
Present prices—rough lumber, $30 to $35 per
thousand ; kiln-burned brick, $4.50 to $7 per
thousand.
79. What other building materials are used
besides lumber? Sandstone and sun-dried brick.
SO. What is the rate of taxation? Territorial, county and school tax combined is $2.50
per $100 of valuation.
81. Is this on the full cash value of the property? No; only about one-third.
82. Will it pay to ship household goods and
farming implements to Arizona? As a rule, no.
They are reasonably cheap here.
83. What is the capital of Arizona Territory?
The city of Phoenix.
84. What is the county seat of Maricopa
county? The city of Phoenix.

85. What is the principal town of Salt River
Valley? The city of Phoenix.
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86. What, other towns are there in Salt River
Valley? Tempe, Mesa, Peoria, Glendale, Lehi,
Ingleside, Alhambra and Kyrene.
What is the population of Phoenix?
87.
10,000, and is growing rapidly.
38.. Has Phoenix much of a jobbing and
wholesale trade? Quite extensive, being the
base of supplies for mining and cattle districts,
her trade in this direction reaching out for hundreds of miles.
89. What manufactories are there? In Phoenix: two roller-process flouring mills, two ice
factories, two planing mills, two iron foundries,
two machine shops, galvanized iron cornice factory, two cigar factories, bee-hive and fruit-box
factory, canning factory. In Tempe: roller
process flouring mill, ice factory and creamery,
planing mill, cactus furniture and curio factory.
90. What opportunities are there for engaging in manufactories? We have straw and cactus for making paper, beets for sugar, hides for
leather, beef and hogs for packing, fruits and
vegetables for canning, wool and cotton for
cloth, gold and silver ores for mills and smelters. The canal companies are preparing to develop a water power which will operate electric
plants sufficient to furnish abundant power
(delivered by wire) to operate at a minimum of
cost all manufactures for which power is necessary.
91. Can money be loaned profitably and
safely? Yes, both on town and country property. The rapid growth of the former at once
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creates a demand for loans and insures the increasing value of the security; and the certainty
of crops from irrigated lands justifies the farmer in paying a rate of interest which would be
ruinous in a less favored land. Mortgages are s
exempt from taxation.

• 92. What public buildings are located in
Salt River Valley? The Territorial Insane Asylum (costing $100,000), County Court House,
City Hall, temporarily used for Territorial
offices and Legislature, County Hospital and
U. S. Indian School are located at Phoenix, and
the Territorial Normal School at Tempe. The
site for the capitol building has been selected at
Phoenix by the Territorial Legislature, and
$8,000 expended in beautifying the grounds.
93. Has Phoenix any of the modern conveniences, such as street railroads, etc.? Yes ;
there are seven miles of street railway in active
operation, four miles of which are electric,
also water-works, gas, electric light, telephone
exchange, sewerage system, steam fire department, etc.
94. What are the school facilities? Arizona
has a compulsory school law. There are , 41
school districts in Maricopa county, in which
85 teachers are employed. The value of school
Property in the county is $130,000. Phoenix
maintains a graded school system, consisting of
a High and various ward schools, all located in
commodious buildings, the High School building, containing 16 large rooms, and costing
$30,000. Each of the ward school buildings
contains eight rooms. A high grade of ex-
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cellence is maintained. There are also a
number of private schools in Phoenix ; notably,
the Sacred Heart Academy, and Lamson Business College. The Territorial Normal School
is located at Tempe, and is constantly filled
with pupils from all parts of the Territory.
There are also large and well conducted High
Schools at Tempe and Mesa City.
95. What church advantages are to be had?
Nearly every denomination maintains an organization, and the following have commodious
church edifices in Phoenix, viz : Baptist; Episcopalian, Christian, Presbyterian, Methodist
Episcopal, Methodist Episcopal South, Roman
Catholic and Free Methodist ; and at Tempe,
the Methodist Episcopal, Methodist Episcopal
South, .Baptist and Catholic churches, have
buildings of their Own, while several other denominations hold weekly or occasional services.
At Mesa City the Church of Latter Day Saints
also have a strong church organization and
commodious church building.
96. Give the names of such social societies
as are found in Phoenix : British-American Association, Illinois Association, Kansas Association, . Missouri Association, A. O. U. W,, I. O.
T., I. O. O. F., Foresters, F. and A. M., R. A:
M., K. T., G. A. R., W. R. C., W. C. T. U. and
Y. M. C. A. The latter maintain a free reading-room and gymnasium in connection with
their organization :
.

97. What is the character of the population
of the Salt River Valley? It is mostly Eastern,
representing true American enterprise, stability
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and refinement. A small and scattered Mexican population is found near the cities and villages. They live mostly by themselves, and are
a peaceable people, and very valuable to the
country as laborers.
98. What are the social characteristics of
the country? Identical with those of the Eastern states.
99. What would most excite the surprise of
a newcomer from the East? Not the roughness
of Western life and manners, but the likeness of
society here to that of the East.
100. What inducements are offered to winter
visitors? Hotels and boarding houses at reasonable rates, hunting, fishing, mountain climbing, magnificent scenery, beautiful drives, good
theaters, hospitable and cultivated society,
freedom from cold, snow and changeable
weather.
What inducements are offered to the
101.
invalid? The mild and equable climate permits
a constant out-of-door life ; bright sunshiny
days and immunity from changeable weather
give nature a chance to recuperate without
medicines. Phoenix has many able physicians,
however, who are at hand in acute cases.
102. What railroad facilities are there? The
Phoenix & Maricopa R. R. connects with the
Southern Pacific R. R. system at Maricopa
Junction, a point on the main line of the Southern Pacific R. R., which is 35 miles southeast
from Phoenix. The Santa Fe, Prescott and
Phoenix Railway is completed from Ash Fork,
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a point on the Atlantic & Pacific R. R., (part of
the Santa Fe system), and trains are now running into Prescott. The line is permanently
located all the way to Phoenix and forty miles
between the two places graded ; seventeen
miles at the Phoenix end and twenty-three
miles from Prescott south. Ten miles of track
are laid from Prescott south, which takes the
line over the summit toward Phoenix. Some
of the best known capitalists of the country
are interested in this road. Messrs. Ferry &
Bowen, the rich seed men of Detroit, Mr. N. K.
Fairbank of Chicago, Mr. Charles Armes of
Youngstown, Ohio, Mr. S. J. Murphy of Detroit,
the heirs of the " Dianiond Jo" Reynolds estate
and several other wealthy people are pushing
the enterprise through. It is confidently expected that the road will reach Phoenix early
next winter or not later than January 1, 1895.
Mr. F. M. Murphy, brother of Ex-Governor
Murphy is the president of the road. The
completion of this road will give Phoenix
competitive rates by two trans-continental
lines, and cheapen building material by shipping in lumber from the immense pine forests of
Northern Arizona. By it, fresh fruits shipped
to Eastern markets will reach the cool northern
plateau in four or five hours. This fact is of
immense value, when it is remembered that
from Southern California, by whatever route,
at least 24 hours are occupied in crossing the
Mojave and Colorado deserts. With fruits a
month earlier, the distance to be shipped 24
hours shorter, the above mentioned advantage
assures the fullest success to shipments of early
fruits from the Salt River Valley.
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103. Give the names of newspapers published
in Phoenix? Daily Herald, Daily Gazette, Daily
Republican, The Independent, (weekly).
104. Give the names of the banks of Phoenix?
The Valley Bank, the Phoenix National Bank,
the National Bank of Arizona, the Maricopa
Loan and Trust Co., the Western Investment
Bank, and the Home Savings Bank of Phoenix.
105. What is the price of board in Phoenix?
From $4.50 per week for good plain table
board, up to the limit of your tastes and purse.
106. When does the farming season begin?
Grain is usually all sown by Christmas ; trees
and vines planted by March 1st.
107. When and how is the grain harvested ?
During May and June, with heading machines
and combined harvesters and threshers.
108. What is the cost of planting and care
of an orchard? Aside from the cost of the trees,
this will depend on the thoroughness and frequency of cultivation—the more constant the
cultivation, the better the result. $15 to $20
per acre the first year, and $10 to $15 per acre
thereafter, would be a safe estimate.
109. What is the cost of trees and vines,
suitable for planting? Citrus, 1-year-old buds
on 2-year-old roots, from 25 to 30 cents each ;
deciduous trees, from 121/2 to 25 cents each ;
grape cuttings, $4 to $6 per 1000; rooted
vines, $10 to $15 per 1000.
110. How many orange trees are planted
per acre?, 69 trees, 25 feet apart.
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111. How far apart should olive trees he
planted? Not less than twenty-five feet.
112. How many deciduous trees are required
per acre? Apricots, peaches, pears, etc., generally 20 feet square, taking 108 trees to acre;
almonds, 25 feet square, taking 69 trees to acre.
113. How close do you plant vines? Rooted
Tines, 8 feet apart in the row, rows 10 feet
apart ; number per acre, 537.
Is the Salt River Valley a timbered
114.
country? No. Arizona's timber belt lies to
the northeast, in the vicinity of Flagstaff.
Is there plenty of employment for
115.
labor? There are numerous residences and
business blocks now under construction. Farm
and domestic labor find ready employment.
116. Is there any danger in the Salt River
Valley from outbreaks by the Indians? None
whatever. The Indians living in this vicinity
are the remnants of the Pima and Maricopa
tribes. They are semi-civilized, quiet and
peaceable, making a living by farming, stockraising and hunting small game. They have
always been the white man's friends, even during the early days of overland travel, and are
the hereditary enemy of the Apache. The
United States Government has recently purchased 160 acres of land, in the vicinity of
Phoenix, and has expended $150,000 in the
erection of an Indian School, very similar to
that of Carlisle, Pa.
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The Salt River

The name Salt River Is misleading. In
Its course through the mountains, ere It
debouches in this valley, it passes by
some saline springs, and thus we have the name "Sait River."
So slight, however, is the admixture from these-saline deposits
that the water of the stream Is not changed in any way, being
clear, sweet and wholesome.
The irrigation canals of the valley may be specified as follows
NORTH SIDE NAMES.
MILES IN LENGTH.
Arizona Canal.
47
Grand Canal
27
Maricopa Canal
26
Salt River Valley Canal
19
Water Power Canal
4
Farmers' Canal
5
SL. John's Canal
12
SOUTH SIDE.
Mesa Consolidated Canal
40
Highland Canal
22
Tempe Canal
30
Utah and Eureka Canal
20
San Francisco Canal
6
Valley.

Total
258
Irrigation lathe oldest system of cultivation known to man,
In those Eastern lands which were the cradle of the Aryan race,
It was practiced long before the dawn of history. The mighty
empires of antiquity which flourished in Asia and Africa, depended almost entirely upon irrigation for the production of
crops. Canals and waterways made, of now desolate Syria, Asia
Minor, Mesopotamia and Persia, the garden spots of the ancient
world.
One of the neatest displays of the Salt
River Valley fruit in Phoenix Is that of
Major Evans, at his Washington Street
office. Following is a partial list of what is seen In the front
wi n dows: Navel oranges , weighing from 18 to 23 ounces; numerous varieties of peaches, neatly put up in jars, weighing from
10 to 13 ounces each ; lemons of large size and tine quality ; tanFruit Exhibits
in Phoenix.
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gerine oranges, Mediterranean Sweets, figs, both fresh and dry,
of various varieties ; 22 varieties of grapes, including several
kinds of raisin grapes ; crabapples and olives of different varieties ; hard and paper shell almonds ; layer raisins ; muscatelies
and bananas ; Kelsey Japan plums ; pears, quinces, dates of
commerce ; pomegranates, weighing 15 ounces each ; pears of
24 ounces each. These are fair samples of what the valley can
produce in fruit.
Early Fruit The Salt River Valley is destined to be the
Shipments. principal early fruit shipping country In the
United States. She gets her fruit into both
the eastern and western markets ahead of any other country
now, and all she lacks is the quantity. The apricots sent from
here to New York were three weeks earlier than any other country, and now the peaches are going out ahead of the product of
earliest localities of California. Both apricots and peaches are
large, and attract attention from people visiting the valley.—
Daily Gazette, June 1,1893.
The prospects in view of the Salt River development, are
that Arizona will some day send back a Roland for our Oliver,
supplying this section with early high-priced fruits.—Los
Angeles Times.
Ripe peaches In May are not a common thing in any portion
of the continent, and probably are enjoyed nowhere outside of
the Salt River Valley. On the 26th instant ripe peaches were
gathered from trees growing on the grounds of the preprietor of
the Herald.—Phoenix Herald.
The First Grapes. The first ripe grapes of the season
were brought in yesterday, June
22nd, from the ranch of W. J. Murphy, under the Arizona
canal, and left at the Improvement Company's office, where
they were viewed by many visitors. There are two varieties of
these grapes, the sweetwater and sultanas. The berries are
fully filled out and are of splendid size. The vines are full and
a heavy crop will be harvested. The raisin crop under the
Arizona canal will be very much ahead of that of last year.—
Arizona Daily Gazette.
On exhibition at the sheriff's office there is a pear taken
yesterday from a tree in the sheriff's garden. It weighs about
one pound, and there are yet about 300 on the tree. While this
is not unusual, it may appear un-Christmas-like to strangers in
the Valicy.— Daily Gazette, December nth.
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Blackberries- begin to bear about May 15th and last to
August 15th. Jeppe Hanson picked from 30 bushes growing on
ranch of A. J. Murphy, Smiles north of Phoenix, 327 quarts of
large, dimly flavored berries. These bushes are 3 years old.
From less than 40 acres at the Adams &Logan vineyard In one
season, ;here were gathered 50 tons of raisins, which were sold
In Chicago at 7 cents per pound, or at the rate of $175 per acre.
A Few Figures. The question is often asked : "Give

us exact figures as to how much your
land produces a year." Anderson Root come here from Nebraska one year ago, apparently gone with consumption. The
guests at the hotel objected to him staying there, as his coughing disturbed their sleep. To-day he is stout and hearty. He
bought eighty acres near Glendale, sowed twelve acres to wheat,
which brought him eighteen dollars per acre, seeded fifty-five
acres to young alfalfa and barley, which he mowed and pastured
five times, making him thirty dollars per acre. The ten acres of
old alfalfa brought him forty dollars per acre. He pastured eight
head of grown stock all summer on a three-ocre field of young
alfalfa. Grape vines which he planted last spring grew
twenty four feet. He said : "I raised as fine Early Rose potatoes as I ever raised in Ohio or Nebraska. In fact, all kinds of
gardening did exceedingly well. I like it here much better than
in the Eastern states or Californla."—Phœnix Republican,
March 8, 1894.
Birds. Birds are creatures of taste, who know the right

thing when they see it, and this country swarms
with song birds—never saw anything like it since I was born.
The biggest bird in the Territory is the ostrich. They multiply
in this climate like rabbits. I visited a farm the other day
near Phoenix where there were thirty-three in one field. Two
years ago the farmer started business with a single pair. The
ostrich business tells the story of the climate just as well as the
signal service register. The ostrich cannot live in a cold or
damp climate.—Fitz Mac in Rocky Mountain News.
Salt River THE FIRST RIPE NAVELS IN THE MARKET
Oranges. mom ARIZONA.— The Arizona Improvement

Company, having an orange grove near Phi-nix, in the Salt River Valley, Arizona, have shipped to San
quantity
of Navel oranges—the first ripe Navels reFrancisco a
ceived in the market this year. These oranges were picked
Noveinber 20th from the Improvement Company's groves, and
are believed to be the very first oranges matured in the United
States. The color and flavor of them are remarkably good, and
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their size is all that can be desired for the best trade. The.
fact that the Salt River Valley, Arizona, can ripen
oranges so early and produce such fine fruit is likely to be a
great attraction to settlement in that region, and it certainly
contains a suggestion to the California growers that they must be
on their mettle. The trees from which these oranges were
picked v.- ere planted in April, 1889, and were two years old when
planted. A small crop was taken off of them in November, 1891.
—San Francisco Examiner, Nut,. 28th, 1893.
Oranges Before Considerable comment has been made
Christmas. regarding the fertility of the soil In the
Salt River Valley, Arizona. It Is not
generally known that oranges can be grown in that section in
time for the holiday trade, but such is nevertheless a fact.
Yesterday, F. M. Murphy. President of the Sante Fe, Prescott Si
Phoenix railroad, received a case of the fruit grown in Phoenix.
They were large, full sized, and of a brilliant red celer. The
Salt River Valley is coming under a high state of cultivation,
and orange groves are being put out in that vicinity. The dry
atmosph ere prevents the fruit from growing moldy and keeps it
In a healthy state of preservation.— Chicago Tribune, Nov. 29th,
1893.

The Arizona Ripe oranges from the Salt River Valley
Oranges. of Arizona were received in Chicago previous to Thanksgiving. They were large,
perfectly matured and of a rich, red color. They created a good
deal of surprise, as the public has not yet learned to expect
oranges from this source. The Phoenix papers state that the
Arizona Improvement Company has 125 acres of trees now In
good bearing and that the season bas been entirely successful. The writer saw several new groves on both sides of the
Salt River a year ago and is informed that in most instances 'the
trees have done well. Phoenix people count heavily upon the
successful culture of oranges as a factor in the rapid development of the surrounding country. They argue that if the fruit
can be grown there, land now selling for $50 an acre ought to
raise at once to something like the Riverside and Redlands valuations, which is frequently $250 to $500 per acre for raw land
and $1000 to $1,500 an acre—sometimes even higher—for groves
In full bearing. in view of what has been accomplished by the
Improvement Company these hopes do not seem extravigant.
They should be qualified to the extent of saying that the limitations of the orange belt are not yet defined. It is hardly expected that citrus fruits can be grown successfully in every part
of the valley, but it has apparently been proven that a citrus
belt does exist and that land will be very valuable within Its
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limits. The Arizona orange will compete with the Florida
rather than the California crop, being several weeks earlier in
the market Phoenix enjoyed a .marked growth last winter and
seems likely to gain another impulse this winter, in spite of the
hard times. —Irrigation Age, Jan. 1899. •
Views of Distinguished Friday morning, attached
Visitors, to the regular Marlcopa and
Phoenix train were two
Pullman coaches, containing D. B. Robinson, Vice-President and
Manager of the great Santa Fe railway system, Hon. Robert
E. Lincoln, N. K. Fairbank, Marshall Field, and Norman Ream.
The party was taken In charge by Ex-Governor N. O. Murphy,
and after a two days' drive about the valley, Mr. Falrbank was
especially enthusiastic and said to the reporter :
"I am sure," said he, "there is nothing to prevent the Salt
River Valley from attaining the geeatest agricultural advancement In the southwest. I never before have seen an extent of
country like this, so perfectly adapted to all the purposes of irrigation. It, indeed, seems as though it had been laid out by the
hand of man, some time far back, and the rough places all leveled.
As soon as the new railroad from the north arrives, there Is
surely nothing to stand in the way of a remarkable degree of
prosperity in this region. L see that since the Arizona canal's
completion there has been but the brief space of eight years In
which to Improve the region to what It now Is. It would be
difficult to Imagine what It will be at the end of another eight
years. For one thing, I believe Phoenix will surely have at
least 20,000 population. Even now, young as It is, Phoenix Is a
charming town."
Mr. Ream had ideas In much the same direction, for he
picked up the conversation by saying : "We never expected to
see such a gem of a city in a land we had believed chiefly remarkable for Indians and rough characters. I find plenty of
churches and schools, remarkably nice schools they are too, as
far as outside appearances go, and you know there Is nothing on
earth that will so quickty prepossess an American citizen with a
place as an evident attention to schools. All that I can see that
Phoenix and her surrounding country want now is a good outlet
to the products the country Is so well able to raise. People
'down east' expect to find here a mining camp, a sort of annex to
the Phoenix mine, of which we know much In the east. But
instead there Is a very evident air of progress and refinement."
Mr. Lincoln considered the valley "a remarkable field for
Irrigation, where everything appeared to thrly e in a manner
rarely known elsewhere." Ile had sampled our fruits and found
them good, and was more than pleased with his trip and the
land into which it had led.
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Mr. Field was not behind his companions In his encomiums.
'lam delighted," said he, with the country, and with Phoenix;
both are far above my expectations. I did think I had some
Idea of Arizona, but find I was much mistaken. The people are
evidently intelligent and active In laboring for advancement.
have just been writing to a friend in Chicago that this 1s the best
country I have so far struck in the west. You certainly have a
great future here. Your country has not been half advertised.
and as soon as Its opportunities are better known in the east, to
this valley will come a rush that will speedily fill your vacant
acres. I regret that we are compelled by Mr. Robinson's businoes engagements to hurry away so soon. We have been charmingly entertained."
Mr. Robinson expressed regret that It had become necessary
to leave so soon. We bad Intended," said he, "to stay in Phoenix over the Sabbath, and meet your people, and then go up into
the eastern end of the valley to see some of the new and great
Irrigating works we understand are now under construction
there, but imperative business necessity compels us to leave tonight for Los A ngeles, whence we go to San Diego, and then, if
we have time, to San Francisco. ID regard to the Santa Fe railway system you can assure your readers that the company under
the charge of Its receivers has just the same interest in Arizona
and just the same determination as before to reach after the
traffic of this rich region. The change in the administration of
the Santa Fe, will effect in no wise, save favorably, the rapid
construction of the new Santa Fe feeder that is soon to tap your
valley. The next time we visit you It will probably be upon a
line allied to our system—Daily Gazette, Feb. 4, 1894.

A Statement and a

' Yes, this Salt River Valley is a
Prediction, paradise in the forming. It is now
pretty well proved up as to its horticultural possibilities—always a slow process—and henceforth
Its course of progress will be rapid. Phoenix is one of the finest
little cities in the West. It bears the same relation to Arizona
that Denver does to Colorado, being at once the commercial
metropolis and the capital of the Territory. It is a compact,
well laid out, well regulated little city, with a splendid public
spirit among Its people. It is more like Denver in the matter of
public spirit than any other town I know. Its business men
pull together for the general good, and go down into their pockets
for anything that is likely to help the town, Just as our Denver
men do. It is this spirit of liberality and courageous enterprise
which has made Chicago the great city it is to-day; which has
made Denver the great city of the far West, and which Is mak.
Mg Phoenix the great city of the Southwest. Municipal character issu Inherent force that operates after its own nature, Just
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- as a personal character does, attracting the like and repelling the
unlike. The wisdom of the centuries Is crystallized in that old
proverb about birds of a feather. Phoenix is bound to grow.
It is bound to becomes great city, because it has got the right a
sort of character stamped upon it, and because it is situated at
the right spot to Command ln the greatest degree the resources of
the Territory.; It will attract to itself the sort of men that have
made Chicago great and that are making Denver great because
It has a municipal character similar to Denver and Chicago.
There ought to be great sympathy between Phoenix and Denver, because they are as much alike In municipal character as
mother and daughter. There Is a great chance here for some of
our Denver real estate men to come down and grow rich with
the increasing importance and prosperity of the city. The town
is bound to have a population of 50,000 by the end of the century
If the hopes nowbudding are not nipped by some unlashed-for
frost of adversity, and there are fortunes in It for bright, stirring
men who come intime and nail their flag to the mast."—"Pita
Mac" in Rocky Mountain News of Denver.
Oranges front Much interest has been caused in green
Arizona. fruit circles by the arrival in New York of
a shipment of fine oranges, "Washington

Navels," from a new orange growing district near Phoenix, in
the Salt River Valley, Arizona. Efforts are being made to introduce them this season ill order that arrangements may be made
for large shipments next season. These oranges are ready for
shipment about the middle of November, and are believed to be
the earliest fully matured oranges In the United States. These
trees were planted in April, 1889, and were two year-old buds
when planted. A partial crop was gathered In December, 1890,
and this year quite a large crop was gathered, and the Arizona
oranges were in the California market before the California
oranges ripened. The threat of competition is causing some
uneasines3 in California. The San Francisco Butte fin, of a
recent date, in speaking of the possibility of the orange business
in Arizona, says: "Orange producers south, and in the upper
counties as well, are viewing with no little concern the increasing orange producing area of Southern Arizona. Oranges were
ripe in the Salt River Valley, near Phoenix, on November 20.
Some of them have Just reached Secretary Debug, of the State
Board of Horticulture. He admits their evident merit, and
praises their size and high color. They are Juicy and sweet.
Some of the navels are four Inches in diameter. They grew in a
sixteen acre grove nine miles northeast of Phoenix. The grove
was planted In April, 1889. The trees were two-year buds on old
stock. They bore a few oranges last year. It Is claimed that
oranges will ripen here as early as November 15. These are be-
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lieved to be the earliest matured oranges in the United States.
The Phoenix Board of Trade is making great capital out of the
orange, fig and raisin possibilities of that country. There are
now over 600 acres planted in oranges and lemons near Phoenix."
The Salt River Valley in the vicinity of Phoenix, Arizona,
promises, it Is said, to be one of the most productive fruitgrowIng regions in the country. A gentleman who has spent some
time In that part of the country says that the traces of prehistoric irrigation systems are easily traced throughout a wide area.
The present settlers had only to clear off the bushes from the
so-called desert, and they found the surface of the earth over
hundreds of thousands of acres smoothed and graded, so that It
only required the opening up of canals and ditches to make
every rod of land available for agricultural purposes. Some idea
of the nature of the work of the ancients may, be says, be gathered from the fact that one company removed the sand from an
old canal which had been cut through rock for a long distance,
and thereby saved $25,000 expense. Low did a people without
explosives or iron implements accomplish such wonderful
work? Extensive mounds mark the ruins of towns where once
dwelt a large population. The pottery found in the ruined buildings is, in many instances, almost an exact duplicate in form
and ornamentation of pottery found in Crete, the product of
early Phoenicians, now displayed in the Metropolitan Museum
of Art. Strawberries may be had from the vines during every
month lh the year. Several varieties of grape vines bear two
crops. Ripe peaches may be gathered from June to December
and with its abundance of fruit and the amazingly rapid and
luxuriant growth of althost everything produced in field, orchard
or garden, this region of our country is destined hereafter to
attract wide attention. The oranges sent to New York were
grown In an orchard of twenty acres, the location of which was
an arid desert on the first day of January, 1889.-10ew York
Daily Commercial Bulletin.
Salt River Valley at the Under the dome of the Hor. Pii.dwpstor - ,Fair. . ticultural and Agricultural

building there Is a display
which Is exciting general interest. It is the only one from the
Territory of Arizona and it is the first to be Installed in the gallery under the dome. It is arranged in a dainty booth of blue
and gold. It consists of citrus and deciduous fruits, nuts, raisins,
vegetables, honey and a variety of other products which people
are astonished to learn come from the land of cacti and cowboys.
The citrus fruits are of exceptionally fine quality. There are
eleven different varieties of the orange, and all of them are good.
There are hundreds of navel oranges, sweet and thin-skinned;
they ripen not later than November 20th, and constitute but
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one product of many which are ready for market from two .
weeks to six weeks before similar products in California are
ready for the consumer. In the general display there is an exhibit of dates which are the only ones fully matured at the Exposition and they were in the same condition on the first of November." The exhibit is made by the Phoenix Chamber of
Commerce, whose secretary, Bruce Perley, is constantly in attendance. Within the section is a large sign made entirely of
oranges and worded "Salt River Valley," which valley hi in
111aricopa county, Ariz. This county has established a display
for the single purpose of correcting an impression that Arizona. •
is not a land of fruit. The county has come to the fair to win
some of the benefits which all participants will share. It has
installed a striking and very interesting exhibit, which thus far
has excited more comment than perhaps any other under the
dome. Maricopa is likely to be very well known before the Exposition Is over.—San Francisco Chronicle, Feb. 5, 1899.

Salt River Valley figs were
awarded the first premium over
all competitors at the Mechanic's
Institute Fair, San Francisco, in 1890.
Mechanic's Institute
Award,

At the Midwinter Fair, San
First Award at the Francisco, California, March
Midwinter Fair.
20, 1894, in the Inter-State
Orange:Competition on Wash,
ington Navel oranges, the product of the Arizona Improvement
Company's orchard near Phoenix, Arizona, picked in November,
1893, received a first grade premium, in open competition where
twenty-nine third grade, seventy-five second grade and but fourteen first grade premiums were awarded. Of the fourteen first
awards, five were below, seven iCentical, and but two above, one
of which was adjudged one one-hundredth and the other three
one hundredths nearer perfection, on points of excellence, than
the Salt River Valley fruit, which had been picked four months
and shipped a thousand miles.

Our Oranges Receive
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The fresh fruits which can be had in the Salt
River Valley, from March to December, are as
follows :
MARCH— Strawberries.
APRIL—

Strawberries.

MAT—

Apricots, peaches, strawberries,
blackberries, figs.

JUNE—

Strawberries, blackberries, watermelons, apricots, figs, peaches,
grapes, apples, pears, nectarines,
plums.
Strawberries, blackberries, watermelons, apricots, figs, peaches,
grapes, apples, pears, nectarines,
plums, crabapples.

•

AU*GUST— Strawberries, blackberries, wP fx , r' melons, figs, peaches, grapes,
apples, pears, palms, nectarines,
crabapples, pomegranates and
almonds.
SEPTEMBER—Strawberries, watermelons, figs,

•

, Peaches, grapes, apples, pears,
plums, *5 Crabapples, pomegranates, almonds.

OCTOBER— Strawberries, watermelons, figs,
peaches, grapes, apples, pears,
plums, crabapples, pomegranates, almonds.
'Ar NOVEMBER— Strawberries, watermelons, apples, peaches, grapes, pears,
plums, pomegranates, almonds,
dates, oranges, lemons.
DECEMBER— Strawberries, watermelons, pears,

(WinterNellis), peaches, grapes,
pomegranates, almonds, dates,
oranges, lemons.
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