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THE ARAVIAP: CANYON

Yhen we think of Arigzona s pleture is formed, a pleture
whieh only nature can paint, of mountains, forests, and cenyons
clothed in a vestern sunset. No state in the Unlon is blessed
with more natural scenie wonders than Arizona, The Grand C-nyon
of the (olorado River lies wholly within Arizona, This river 1s
three hundred feet wide, thirty feet deep, and has a fall of one
thousand twg hundred feetlin the two hundred eighteen miles of
1ts course between its brilliantly colored wslls, which rise &
mile high on either sids of the river.

The Petrified Forest in Navajo and Apache countles is the
most famous in the world, One glant petrified tree sixty feet
long spans a farty foot eanyon and forms a natural bridge, but
the grandeur of Arizona is not confined to the northern part of
the state only. Hidden away in the southeastern corner of our
state is the Araviapa Canyon which is so much like the OGrand
Canyon of the Color.do in 1ts formatlon that 1s 1s sometimes
‘ealled the second Grand Canyon of Arizona.

The Araviapa valley 1s a continuation of the Sulphur Springs
Vaiiay which 1les between the Goliuro and the Pinaleno ranges of
mountains. In this valley the little Araviaps creek has its
source., Following the creek in a northwestardly direction, we
soon enter the canyoﬁ; This canyon is approximately twenty-five
@lles long. The hills on either side of the canyon show no in-
dication of its presence, When looking down into the canyon from
nboveilit has the appearance of a grest ersck in the esrth., The

leng sloping hills gradually come closer and closer together until
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they ciome in, forming a deep gorge whose walls rise to heights
varying from three hundred to one thousand feet. In the lower
part of the canyon the walls of this gorge come :lmost together
forming & box whioh is impuassible for vehlcles,

The peo.le of the community hsave tried to induce the Govern=
ment to construct a dam across this box thus forming a lake to
retain the water w-ich flows through the box, but thers is not
sufficient agricultursl land below the box to repay the Governuent
for the construction of such a dam, There 1s a small mountain
stream vinding its vay down the bed of the canyon that supyorts
a few fish, -uch .s Verde trout and carp. The cottom of tre
sanyen is thickly -ooded «ith cotten-wood, ash, willow tre s,
and many kinds of vines, especlally wild grape vines, while
grosses for: » thiek carpet underneath,
| The slls of the canyon rise perpendicularly with many-

11 's, some standing out b, themselves and known ns umoke stucks,
One in particul:r known =8 the Chimney rises to s height of
approximately ‘our hundred feet with no support whatever from the
surronading ¢lif’s, whieh are about twenty-five fe-t avay. It 1s
symretric in form and closely resembles s factory or smelter
gsmoke~stack, Another ellff ¥nown as Siarvaticn ¥oek is  oted

for its historiecal intercst, During ludian t3 es, General ''ilets
man foreed a band of Indlans to take réfuge on the top of this
eliff where they perished from starvation rather than surrender to
ths troops, Tils legend is suprorte’ b, the fact that human

skeletons were found in caves on this ¢liff years later. Huny
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cliffs.in the canyon may still be ealled Starvation Cliffs,

as quite often an unfortunate goat which has been grazing in

the hills sess some c¢cioice grass or shrubs growing on one of

these cliffs and finds a way to the shelf by Jumping from clirse

to cliff, After she has satisfled her hunger she 1s unable to

return by the way she entered; the cliffs are too steep for her to flimb
even though a goat can climb almost as well as man, When she

looks over the cliff she sees nothing but open aspace to the‘bottam

of the canyon below and she is left to perish.

Because the sun's rays reach certain parts of the canyon at
noon only, tte days are very.short, When resting under the shade
of the trees and lockling up one can see ﬁhe beautliful colors
playing back and forth ncross the.canyon. The brilliantly colored
walls seem to reflect the sun's rays produclng more and uore
color, while the vegetation swaylng in the breeze seems to .cool
the atmosphere that causes a soothing effﬁct,.which nakes one
appreciste rest, and wonder what palnts nature has used to
produce such color,

Some fifty ycars ago this canyon was the home of the Araviapa
Apache Indian., The Indians sough¥ protection in the deep gorge of
the canyon when they were driven out of the Gile Valley and
Sulphur Springs Valley‘ The well known Indian chiefs, The Apache
Kild and Geronimo, both found rePuge in this ecanyon at various
times. There are still many Indian ruins loeated on high peaks
»alang tne heed of the canyon, WVutlines of an entire viliage

may stil)l be seen on some of these peaks., The early villages were
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usually located near a spring of water.

The cenyon was settled by white people through the Homestead
Act. ne of the first ranches esteblished was located by
Colonel Bridwell, an 0ld Indian Scout, He-wawe a friend of the
Indians, although that does not mean that his life was safe, so
he built his home faeing the hill whiech was back of the house.

In this positlon the house served as a fort during an Indlan
attack and water could be easlly attained from thse spring at

the foot of the hill. The four room house was built of adobe ~ith
the adobies 1ald in double rows to add thickness to the walls for
protection, The windows were placed high above the ground and
were not muieh more than port holes in a fort, Here Colonel
Bridwell lived for years with his famlly, caring for his herds

of esttle with the help of his brother-inelaw, A, 0. Alexander,
who brought his young bride of eighteen from Indiesna to seek a
fortune,

A Tew years later when the asettlers thaught that all danger
of waring Indian tribes was passed, this young man moved iis
family to the upper part of the valley establlishing a new home,
Everything seemed quiet for months. Round-up time came and as
the herds  of cattle had grown it was necessary to use all
avzllable men st the round-up camp. The cattle, too, were
well protected with thelr long horns, as the breed of cattle
at this time was a very poor grade which sre usually wild, thus
regulring more meh to care for the herds.

Duty called the father of this family,and he Joined the
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band of cowboys leaving the ploneer mother alone on the rsnch
with her three little boys--a tiny baby, the secona two years of
age, and the eldest only four. She went bout her dally tasks
keeping watch but not really fearing when suddenly o.1e day she
saw a band of Indians coming., ©She sald her first thought was to
save her children, There was no way of escape 80 she Look them
to the loft and hid them there, praying constantly that they
would not cry and so reveal her hiding place, 4he Indians rode
around the house several times and then started out aeross the
hills as fast as they ®ould go. She never unew what had Ifrlg tened
them but she thought that perhaps the Indians thought soldlers
were stationed in the house, Just a short time belore the Indlans
had attacved what they thought to be a supply wa on train but the
wegons were loaded with soldiers and many Indlans wers killed.

She feared the Indians would retura in the night and set
fire to the house s0 she made plans Lo escapd. The nearest
ranch was seven miles away. She Felt that she must reach the
ranch before night fell. 4is all the "orses were in use except
ona obld horse that was hct considereq wortia takirng to the
found-up ecamyu nd a young horse that was ﬁntrained, there was no
cholese for her to make, She hitched this team to the wagon, put
her bables in the wagon and drove to the nearest ranch. -Dviving
was not an easy task as she was unable to gulde the team on a
straight aourse; The horses ran In circies until the Slerrs
Bonita rans: was reached. This ranchk, an old landmark, was the
property of Colonel H. C, Hooker, a well inown ploneer of irizonma,

and 1s still retalined by his son, B4 Hooker. Cowboys #md troops
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were called out and iIn a gshort time life was considered safe
again, It was this type of ploneer mother that has helped
make Arizona vhat 1t 1s today. Little do we rea 1 e the dangers
of forty years ago,

Most of the earl; settlers were falrly well educated as
they were Eastern people attracted to this part of the country
by the report that this was o rich mining section., Wany rieh
claims have been located. Mr. and Mrs. H, T, Firth are the
only‘pioneers of early days stiil living in the cenyon, They are
interested in the Araviapa mine which is one of the most promising
mines of Arizona, Mr, Firth says in tha early days when Mrs,
Pirth wished to make a call, it would mean a weeck's vacation
- for him as transportation was so slow that 1%t took several days
to call on the nearest neighbor, Mrs, Firth is s well educated
ploneer mo.er and has added much to better the condlitions of
the eommuniéy. Another well known ploneer of early days
residing in the Lraviapa Canyon was Dan ¥Ming who was formerly
a Govern-ent Scout and was later Chief Packer for the United States

Army. - He has retired -ithin the last few years.

settlers, asnd the canyon was thieckly settded in a few years,
The upprer part of the canyon was settled by white people and the
lower psirt by Mexicans., Many of these Mexlcans came directly
from old Mexico and made very undesirable citizens,

- Twenty-five years ago the first publie sehool was eatabllshed
| in thls aommunity. This school ﬁmspocated in the lower part of
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the eanyon about ten miles from the box. The majority of the
childrenjrearaé in this sectlon of the country had never gone to
gchool., :Sdme families realized the need of an eduecation nnd sent
their childred away to school or moved to = nearby town fop the
school year, thus glving thelr children’the advantage of school-
ing. .This was unsatisfactory 2s it broke up family 1life vhen
the mother left for the winter months to place the children in
school,
A need for a sehool in the uprer part of the canyon arose,
This need was soon taken care of as the people of the community
agreed to furnish the material for building a scho-lhouse and
to erect the building. After pres nting the necessary .etitlon
to the County School Superintendent, the new dlstrict was
established., "hen time came to build the schoolhouse, a dlspute
arose as to vhere it was to be located. This was soon settled by
Mr. G. Haby who now lives on the old Brldwell rand kmown as the
Garden Springs Rancl:, when he took hils share of the lumber to
the most cefttral location =nd began work on the house, The
schoolhguse was soon buillt and nothing more was said asbout 1ta
location., This is an example of how ploneers settled disputes.
Children were born, resred, :nd marrled before ever scelng
the insgide of 2 ehurch, Spiritual training was inheard of,
This seceounts for much of the rougimess and dishonesty whieh was
prevalent at that time, Boys and girls were not taught -efinement
or honesty, They knevw nothing of the autsié@ilihﬁir “niowledge

was confined to their own community, The women dres:ed very much
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like the men, Many did not know that women wore other hats
than men's hsnts, @s the only ha: worn was a Stetson., One dress
hat could serve the entire family.

| There has been n remarkable change withing the last fifteen
or twenty years, Mich of this change 1z due to the coming of the
automeblle, After the first automobile was brought into the
comrmunity, ever, ranchman cecame Interested in a c¢ar, and  fter
only a short tine every man owned a car, This took the people
out to other parts of the-g@@ntry and some sdults s w a train
for the first time. With the coming of the automobile, needs for
better roads were rcalized and well ;raded roads took the place of
the early tralls, »ese surveyed vell graded rcads wade 1t
possible to traveélk over the same country in two or three hours
where formerly it r-juired two or three day- to make the trip.

Good roads Lrought new people into the comrunit, and with

them eame now 1dens and higher ideals, One of the nmost ‘miortant
steps {owards advancement was a Sunday School ~hich was atiended
Ly most of the famlllces of thic commnity, thus bindiang the
commanity together for = commén good. Mrs, Co. C. H .yes, who is
often called "The PFirst issionary of the Araviapa Canyon", worked
quietly among the mothers of the community tfying tolintereat them
in organizing a Motler's Club, The club was organlized with eleven
charter members, The late Mrf, H. A, organ of "illcox was a
' charter member of this club. %rs, Morgan is rémembered au ons
who has done ﬁuch for the women >f Arizona, The chief alm of

this organizatlon was to conslder the welfare of the child., A
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gouree of study was utlined by & {ew of the members, mogas ines
were ordered, and cach mother we: ass gned a topic for & reports
Although it wns very difieald for a&mﬂ meyip ra to take sart in

the discuczdicona, they nﬁfér refused as sach mother wes comeorned
nbout the welfopre of her cwn ohild and was anzious to better nis
gonditiones In recent years the club has joined the Federatin of
Fo-en's Clubs and at the resent time, it is an sebive organization
that cends delegates whenever there iz o oall,

¥hon the Union unday ohool was organized, the noed of a

plaee Lo wopr Lip wes feld, The community was composed of Oathellics,
Mptiste, Hormans, snd Methodists.s The people {orgot their
differences and a small Union Churoh was built that still serves
the community, |

' Araviapa was not laocking !in sntriotism or quolity of men,
During the World War some bf her soys wepre the first to -nlist,
several of these boys returned as ~fficera nnd cre now doing

“boir part in bullding up the sommunity life, Major Re C, Haby
and lieutenant Chase By Firth are two of thesc vora who have been
faithful through the yoars »nd are making ‘roviapa hnyon a
better place to live, More end better schools have been astablished
end o two year high . 0hool course is now offered for the children
who n:e not rble to attend elsewhere, Batter homes have been duilt
anﬁ rogrecs ‘8 uo6en averywhere,

The commanity is supported chiefly by the goat raising and
cattle industrics. #A) cvailable farming lend has been p&éead upder
ceultivation and deldclious fruits snd vegotables are grown due $0 the
faet that the <o0il is free {rom =lkali, the water is pure mountuain
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water, =nd the climnte is cool,

At one time the range on which the cettle and goats feed waa
free range, but within the last few yi ers it has been placed under
the au ervision of the Ostate Land Department and the brest Jervice,
The range is now alloted to sach ranchmen according to his righta
or holdings in the yalley, e ranchman peys a small fee for the
use of the range end he is reguired to do a certain amount of
development work, cuch as developing -prings ahd constructing water
troughs on the range.

The canyon is not depending wholly upon its farming cnd
ranching tnduétries for its support, as rich deposits of cppper,
silver, and gold have been located and are now being devcloped
by large mining companies that will add much %0 the development of
~the community.

The ocattle and goat inductries, too, are more productive,
In plknee of the Texas Long Horn which was ocommonly seen in aatly
days, we now see the whiteefaced Herferd grazing on the hills and
in the wvalleys, Many herd: of high grade Angora goats are found
in the canyon., The Araviapa C#nyoa ic the home of the urize
winning herd of gomts known ns the Weathersby Herd, |

The advancement in education hns led the people of the
community to realize the value of an education. Many of the boys
and girls who were reared in the Araviaps Canyon are now numbered
among the graduates of our State schools, the University of Arizona,
the Tempe 3tate Teachers Callege; and the NHorthern .tate Teachers
college of Arizona, The Araviapa Canyon has a very promicing future,
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