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THE _CRABBT FILIBUSTERING FXPEDITION

FROM ARI1ZONA ENTERPRISE DEC, 13 -~ 1890,

(Florence--Arizona)

A Bit of History, a brief review
cf Crabbe's Filibusteros,

The Compact with an Ambitious
Sconora Revolutioniat and its
Viclation--The Defeat of Crabbe's
Party and their Final Murder.
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Chas., O, Brown, of Tuecson, has kindly furnished

The Enterprise with a copy of the Yuma Sentinel of December
88, 1877, from which the following acocount of Crab-e'e
~ Filibuetering expedition to Sonora, is taken,

~ 1n.1858 Gandara was Governor of Sonora, but thacio
Pesquidra wanted to be. Harry A. Crabbe had married a member
of the influential Ainsa family, of Jonora, and while down
there on a visit to his wife's‘family he feil iﬁ#with Pesquei ra,
~ who was on the point of organizaing a revolution against the
State Government. An agreement ﬁas made by which Crabbe~was to
bring one thousand armsd men to accomgliah the ovarﬁhrew of
Gandara. In return for this éervice hia party was to roceive
an immense strip of land, sxtending aoross.thé northern frontier
of 8onora and adjoining’ths American line. ~ The explanation
to be given to the general government of Mexico fOr-introducing
armed bands of forsigners and giving them lands, was to be
thaﬁ*they we re coloniata saettling the lands on condition of

protecting the frontier againat yndian depredations, Crabve
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went to San Francisco and gathered together}a lot of reckless,

daring adventurers, He started with one-hundred mon, leaving

the othersto follow as rapzdly as they could be enlisted and
organized. The party came by iand and, in crossing the desert
from‘LoaVAngeies to Yuma, querianced much suffering. At one
time their provisions became so reduced that on dividing them

arocound there was only a pint of corn to the man. Norval Douglas

'was of the party and, a companion having stolen and eaten and

stolen his pint of coya, he shot him through the heart. Another

- member was a brother of the Ool. Schneffer now operating among

the mines of Mohave county. Marching up the Gila, Crabbe halted

at the epot ever since known as Filibuster Camp, to recruit his y

'animala before crossing the desert from there to Sonora. Meanwhile

Pesqueira had overthrown Gandara and had now no use for Crabbe.

vBesidee that, all Americans were unpopula: in Sonora, and to have

kept nhis word with Crabbe would have ruined the new governor with
his own people and have compromised him with the Mexican Government;
The bitterness c¢f the war had not wdrn off, The b&xahaee of

of Apache scalps by the States of Sonora and Chibuahua hadvattréctdﬁu

a rough lot of blood-takers, that reflected no oredit on Americans.

‘A qu yeara before Crabbe's time, Parker W, French had led =& paity

of about 35 Americans from Texas to California. Arriving at
Oieuguita, in Sonora, they found the men all gone to the placer
mines, They at once took possession of the‘pxgga and héldvhigh
oarnival‘for three days. - They hung ths priest by the neck %o ﬁake
him tell where his money was; but the old\boy»wae game and swore
stoﬁfly that he had not a cent, Finally his sister, to save his

life showed French where the monsy was, They ravished evsry



femals, witheut regard to age, and lea&ad with prcvisians and

‘plunder thess gallant pionsera went on their way rejoloing.,

Frenoh afterwards was a member of tha‘legialatuzg trom,San Luie

Obispo county and'gangrally,knawn in California aséenGAGXmeév'

French® o |

| Quite s numbar cf snah,thiﬁga haviﬁg oecurréd,the;

i nafrbﬁ«&indad Mexicans uere'aoméwhae prajﬁﬁiasd.againat thev\

_brava?éringosﬂ, and would never have permitied the new gevernox 
to~admit‘0rabhe'e prrey. Peaqueiia rose to ﬁhs oacaéian,

_;dgnied allkco¢glieity with thé filibuateroa and began to raise

- the dounﬁry against théﬁ. On reaching the firat town, sgn@iﬁa
acroes the line, crabba realized that things wa~e*ahahged. "But

| believing th{t he would soon be re—inforced, that one or the

A'othsr of the two hesﬁile faaiieat 1nraonexa waulﬁ join him as

»soon as - he eeeared a foet-hcld, with a forbidding desext bahind
him and & rioh country shead and reckless of tha future, he "}\

. decided to advanac., 'Befora,laavidg Soncita, Grabbe%aﬁdrsssgd‘\
the aﬁtheritieafin the follqyina'lotﬁsr, which was translated
and\pubiished nsrﬁh*ssth,'ISS?;,in a suppl@mant of thé Yos de

'SOnera, the official newapagax of Pesqueira and from whicb wa :

. now tranelatn. | \' |

| B | 8enoitaakuarch36,’1857;A

‘Don Jose Maria ReDondo, o

Prefeét af‘ths Biatrictief Altar:

: six{, v . , | , ,

- if*acvordance with ths‘coloni?atidh'léws‘gf Maxico and

in eamplianoe with asveral varv p@sitive invitations from ths/

 ;vmoat i fluantial eitizens cf sQnﬂra, 1 hava enter@d the 1imitg



. "‘ '4_

- eountry with ons—hundrad eonranions and in advance of ninashundred
othera, in the axpactatign of making happy homeawﬂ&zand A ong you.
I have come with the intenticn of injuring no one; wifhout
intriguea public or private, sinae my arrival, 1 hava given
‘:no indication of ainiater,deéigno, but on thekponinry7havezmade -
pacific overtures. ylt‘ie tyus that 1 im prQ#ide& With_armﬁ,and"
ammunition, but you weil know thas it is not cuétemafy\for |
Amerieans 6& any otherfcivilized paopls to travel without thenm;
mOreover we Aare abcutv%d travel whers the Apachas'ara continuaixy
~cormitting depredations.,  From one circwmstancb I imagine toymy"
. Qurpriae, that you ére‘praparing hostile memsuresand collscting *a
a force for daatroyingiﬁé and'my gompanions., 1 know that you
ha§é giv;ﬁ»drﬁera for poisaring the wslls and have piepared tg'
-use the vilest and moet cowarﬁly measﬁrea. But bear in mind,
sir, whatever we mRy have to suffer ahall fall upon fhs haada of A'
you, and those who assist you. 1 could nsver have believed that
?ou w@ulq defils,yeurgelvsa,by such barbarocus practié%é;, 1 :
- also Khow thrt you have.nof ceassd to‘rouég against us, by miachiavoms
bremiaae, the tribe of Pagagos;'%w _our best frisnds. But it is "
varg-likelyﬂthat, cpnai%ering my vosition, vour ex:ectations wi;l
. be bafiled, I haw oome‘tq;your;cQUHt:y having,a right to do
- 80y and a3 has besen éhoyn,’gxpécting to be received with ngh ATMS,
 but now I conceive that I am to cnéounter death among enemies |
 dea$i£ute of humanity. Ag far éa eoneerna my companiana’ncw héré‘
"‘and about to arrive, 1 protest &gainat any svil procadure among -
" them, - You have your own courss to follow, but bsﬂr thie in mind:

Shcnndblood be ahsd, on your haad ba it all and. not on mine,
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Ndvartbeleéa you can make voursslif surs and préoaad with 7
your hmstila ‘preparations.. ks for me, 1 ahall loas no time i
in goux_g}(;vhere for some time 1 have intsnded tc go and am |
 only waitina for my party. 1 amw ths leadsr and my intantieh
1> to obey the promptings of ths law of nntura and of aelf |
preservation. Until we meaet &t Altar I remaln,
| Your ébaﬁient sarvant,
Henry A. Crabbe.

This letter ia given to thse warden of Sonocita to.

be daliversd without dalay to the prefect at Altar,
' | H.A.C.
ST In the eame suprlemsnt was rublished with &
.hizh-taneﬂ proelamatien, which ws re-translate as follows:
YGNACIO PEIQUEIRA,
| Substitute Governor of the State and Commander-
~ in-¢hief of ths frontiex.
o To His Fellow CitiZens: #

Fres Sonoranians! To Arme, Al1l!!

The Haur ‘has sounded, whioh I lately announced
to you, in which you would have to prepars for the bloody
struggle which you are about to enter upon. | }

. In that arrozant letter you have Just heard a moét

axplioit declaration of war made by the chief of the invaders.
 What rg_:]g:!;erit? That we march to meet him, | |
o “Let us fly then, wit ‘all she furv of he&*ts '
’ intalerant ef opgxassion, to chastise the savag@ ”ilzbustex

who has dareu, in unhapyy hnur, to tresd our nation&l acil
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ad&#ho;prqvékg,;agnquse our ire,
v'show no wercy no gsneroﬁa sentimenta towards these
hounde ! | ‘7 | |

Let them die like wild beasts who, daring to
trample under foot the law of nationa, the rightséf states
and all social 1nst1tutions, dare to invoke the law of nature
 faa their only guide, and to appeal to brute force alone.

Sonoraniane lst our concilation become aincere'
in a common hatred of this accureed horde cf pirates, des ti tub
ofngAntry, rsligion or honor. ; |
| B Let the tri-colored ribbon, sublime creation of
the genius of lguain, be our only‘dastinotive mark, to protect
-‘ue‘from the snemy's bullets as well as from humili-tion éndv
affront. Upon it let us write ths beautiful words, "Liberty
or Death," aﬁd'henceforth it shall bsar for us one more sentiment,
the powerful;‘invincible bond that now unites the two parties
of our state, lately divided by civil war, .

we shall soon return covered with glory, having forevar
gecured the welfare of Sonora and hav:ng, in defiance of ty:anny,
established in indelible characters this principle: The paople,
| that wants liberty,will‘hava;it‘> |

‘ Meanwhile, citizens, relggrﬁyou: héarta by giving

free scope to the enthusiasm tﬁ§¥?&§§m§aées_tham.' |

Viva Mexico! Death Te The Filliﬁusstere.

| Ygnacio Feasqueira
~ Ures, March 30,1857. |
- Orabbe pushed forward with all,ﬁie party, except two

i
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who }aé bqen laft alck on tzs Amaxican side of the boundary,
and toog/a ositicn in the town of Gaboraa,inlgraat force
fram all parts of Sanora. Crabbs fought his way:f*OE house
to houss!until he eocupied ong of the largest buzl ingé in;the
heart of/the town and held it for asveral dava. |

fﬁia men were splendid marksmen end thg Haxirana

say th&t if a finger was ;ut in sight, an Ameriean tullet was

- surq1to hit it.f~ Carmen Buila, an old wohan wko diqd hers at

,Yyﬁd last laet yaar, waq down thare. Her son waﬁ in tha bslfry

of the church; nat aaaing him she oalled him; he barely expoesd

~his head to anawer her when & bullst went crashing through his
brain and he fall dead on ths‘grouhdlat‘her'feat.  After more

than half of his p&rtv had been ‘killed or wounded, when ‘his

wrc?iaiona and ammunition ware nearly sxhauataa, when he himqelf
had been~woupdedrand the roof burned off the bhiléinﬁ he was in,
Crabbe surrender@d, upon the moat dofinite anﬁ'maaé amphatic

assurances that he and his party ahould be treated a@.gxﬁacﬂqrﬁ'T

,af war., Within twnlve huuxa av*rv man of t;am was a acrpaa

on the ground outside the town and ths hogs wsre éevcuringntheir"\

unbur isd bodies, A party camg acros: the line in e .he United
statea, and butchered in their beda fhs tvo sick men 1aft by

Crabba, ard who had ‘nevar baen in annexa at all,



