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ARIZONA INDIANS
THE PEOPLE OF THE SUN

by JOSEPH MILLER

H ERE in superb portraits are fifty

representatives of all the Indian

tribes in Arizona collected for the first

time in one book. They have been

photographed informally in their own

sun-drenched outdoors by a man who

knows the State and its people.

Joseph Miller lives in Arizona. His

knowledge and love of the Indians

have enabled him to picture tribes

seldom before photographed and to

capture their spirit and character in

these brilliant portraits. In a brief in-

troductory text he tells about "The

People of the Sun", their homes, their

tribal customs, the things they make,

and their ceremonial dances.

Then he lets his camera speak—

with beautiful pictures, some of them

prizewinners—of the colorful Indians

of Arizona. Hastings House is proud

to offer this important contribution

to Americana.

HASTINGS HOUSE
Publishers	 New York
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*an Nabier 3113et at

ZirOona

THIS little book, compiled and

written by the Federal Writers'

Project of the State of Arizona, pre-

sents the Mission of San Xavier del

Bac — its lonely grandeur, rich orna-

mentation, and atmosphere of humble

piety.

Mission San Xavier del Bac has

been called "the greatest of the mis-

sions." It stands alone against the sky

on a slight elevation, surrounded by

the vast distances of the desert. Best

preserved of the old missions, it was

built by Indian workmen over one

hundred and fifty years ago near the

site of the original buildings which

were started in 1700. The materials

and processes of native artisans have

been used in the restoration of the

Mission, and all its original beauty

has been preserved.

The book has thirty-two full pages

of beautiful illustrations in soft gra-

vure, and an authoritative text which

tells the story of San Xavier del Bac
from its founding to the present day.

$1.00

HASTINGS HOUSE
Publishers	 New York
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FOREWORD
TheThe Indians of Arizona are a proud, courageous and

colorful people. They offer unusual opportunities for camera

studies. The purpose of this series of photographs has been

to portray these People of the Sun informally in their great

outdoors. The fifteen Arizona tribes are represented.

Making studies of the wistful, interesting children and

their more often photographed elders has been a happy

experience. Subjects were selected at random; on reserva-

tions, at ceremonials and pow-wows. It was most difficult to

photograph the Indians of the Colorado River tribes, owing

to their belief that all material things pertaining to the dead
must be burned with the body during cremation ceremonies.

The fine study of an outstanding Pima known as the
"Counter of the Days" (a model who is not at present avail-
able) is included through the courtesy of Angelo Mangino,
Photo Shop, Phoenix, who made the exposure. The two
photographs used for end-papers, "Old Walpi, the Sky Village
in Hopiland" and "From Sheep to Rug in Navajoland" are
printed through the courtesy of the Atchison, Topeka &
Santa Fe Railroad Company. The two photographs, "Apache
Devil Dance" and "Hopi Kachina Dance" on the copyright
page and frontispiece respectively, are included through the
courtesy of Max Kegley, Phoenix.
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NAVAJO
	

"Jake Watchman' .
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ARIZONA INDIANS

Arizona is a land of compelling beauty — a land of far-

Rung, van-colored mesas, towering pine-mantled peaks,

spectacular canyons and fertile valleys. Hundreds of wonders,

both natural and man-made, are strewn in breath-taking

beauty throughout its great expanse. Its people are as varied

as its scenery. But of all, the Indians are the most colorful.

Every tenth person living in Arizona is an Indian — one

of the "People of the Sun." Fifty thousand of them, repre-

sentatives of fifteen tribes, live on seventeen reservations

throughout the State. Some live in the valleys, others on

the mesas, in the canyons and in the high country. Many

are agriculturalists, others are stock-raisers. All weave fine

rugs and blankets or make pottery, jewelry, dolls and sundry

other articles which are offered for sale.

The most numerous tribe in Arizona and among the

more colorful are the 25,000 Navajo. This nomadic people,

expert horsemen, roam the far reaches of the northern mesa

country. They raise and tend their great bands of sheep and

goats, weave blankets and rugs in gorgeous designs, and

create magnificent jewelry of turquoise and silver, which to

the Navajo is equivalent to money and in many instances is

used as such. Genuine Navajo blankets, rugs and jewelry

are identified by United States government labels.

The Navajo live during the winter in mound-shaped mud

and log houses, called "hogans," but usually move to brush
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shelters during the warm months. Unlike most tribes they do
not live in villages; their homes are widely spaced over the

mesaland. The Navajo are a deeply religious people, having

many gods, legends, ceremonials and dances. As their stock

grazes over vast distances the Navajo follow, abandoning old

homes and building new ones as the need for grass and water

arises. When a Navajo dies, the hogan of the deceased and

its contents are burned, and the family never returns to the

spot. Often a small fortune in turquoise and silver jewelry,

and sometimes a fine saddle, is buried with the body.

The Hopi are another colorful tribe. They are Arizona's

only pueblo-dwelling Indians. They number less than 3,000

and their compact mud and rock villages cling to the pre-

cipitous rock mesas that jut out into the Painted Desert. Their

reservation is completely surrounded by that of the Navajo,

their traditional enemy.

The Hopi have been, perhaps, less influenced by the

customs of the white man than any other Arizona tribe. Old

Oraibi, one of their nine villages, is said to be the oldest

continually inhabited settlement in the United States. These

villages, as for centuries, are ruled by various clan chiefs.

The Hopi are primarily agriculturalists, and the harvesting

of crops in this parched, rock-strewn area is a wonderful

accomplishment. The Hopi make weird Kachina dolls repre-

senting diverse gods, beautifully designed pottery, gourd

rattles and other articles.

The Hopi religion is rich in rituals. Their Snake Dance,

held annually as a prayer for rain, is perhaps the most weird,

barbaric and spectacular of all Indian rituals. In this dance

live rattlesnakes, caught from the surrounding region, are
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handled without ill effects from their poison-filled fangs. Each

year hundreds of tourists flock to see these fantastic cere-

monials.

The Apache are perhaps better known than any other

Arizona tribe owing to their reign of terror during the 1870's

and 1880's when the white men came to occupy their lands.

They are now peaceable, and successful cattle-raisers, living

in the mountainous east-central section of Arizona. The

Apache home, called a "wickiup," is constructed of flexible

sticks set in a circle and caught at the top. This is then over-

laid with grass and finally covered with canvas. An open

shelter usually extends from the wickiup and much of the

time is used for living purposes.

The Apache tribe numbers about 6,500. It is divided

into groups, each headed by a chief. The women weave excel-

lent baskets, outstanding in design and very serviceable; which

usually find a ready market. They are a deeply religious

people and have many rituals. Their ceremonials, augmented

by numerous songs and dances, are varied. A most spectacular

dance is the Apache Devil Dance, and an outstanding cere-

monial is the Puberty Celebration for girls, which is an elab-

orate and expensive affair. Tribal health and other powers

are entrusted to their medicine man.

The Havasupai Indians, numbering about 200, live on

the floor of a great and beautiful box canyon at the western

end of Grand Canyon National Park. In a setting of red

sandstone walls rising thousands of feet and the blue-green

waters of Havasu Creek, with its several spectacular waterfalls,

the Havasupai are content with the small irrigated patches

upon which they rely to a great extent for their livelihood.
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After the harvest each year the Havasupai generally leave

their canyon homes, which are constructed somewhat similar

to those of the Apache and Navajo, and live on the rim of

the mesa above. The women are adept at basket-making.

Religion among the Havasupai is minimized as are ceremonials

and rituals. When a death occurs, however, the family of the

deceased or the close relatives do not cultivate the fields of

the dead man until a full season has elapsed. The tribe is

ruled by three chiefs.

The 500 Hualpai are neighbors of the Havasupai. They

engage in stock-raising principally although some farming is

practiced. The homes of the Hualpai are mostly frame houses

built of lumber from the government mill located in the pine

forest which comprises a part of their reservation. The women

of the tribe weave baskets for the tourist trade. The Hualpai

apparently have little time for rituals and ceremonials, but

the women usually spend their leisure time in gambling
games.

On the Colorado River and near the town of Yuma is the

Yuma tribe of less than 1,000. Most of the Yuma, however,

live on the California side of the river. A few of these people

work at odd jobs in town, others cultivate small truck gardens,

and, with new irrigation facilities, some have undertaken more

extensive farming. They live for the most part in mud-

chinked, flat-topped huts of usually not more than one room.

Others live in plank or tin shacks. The Yuma, like the

Cocopah and the Mohave, still practice cremation of the dead,

which is their outstanding ceremonial. Besides the cremation

of the human body, this includes the burning of everything

belonging to the family of the deceased.
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About 300 Cocopah live close to the Yuma and their

mode of living is much the same. Their summer houses are

brush arbors while their winter homes are generally plastered

huts. The Cocopah have not yet accepted the more modern

tribal council system as have many other tribes and are the

only Colorado River Indians still governed by a chief.

The Mohave tribe of about 800 live on two reservations

along the Colorado River with headquarters at Parker. Their

manner of life and their homes are similar to those of the

Yuma. They have adopted many modern customs and habits.

Some of the men are engaged in road work while others par-

ticipate in limited farming. The women make beaded bags,

belts, and necklaces for the tourist trade.

The Chemehuevi tribe live among the Mohave and in

much the same manner. Although they have discarded many

of their customs, the medicine man still retains a measure of

tribal respect.

The Paiute, numbering less than 100, live in the high

forested country of northern Arizona and are engaged prin-

cipally in cattle-raising. They live in stone cottages built for

them by the Government. The women make numerous

articles of bead work.

On the desert south of Phoenix are two groups of Mari-

copa Indians, an agricultural people numbering 400. They

live in adobe houses with extended arbors for summer living.

The women make fine pottery. They may often be seen

sitting stolidly on the sidewalks in front of Phoenix stores

selling their wares. Their ceremonials are similar to those of

the Colorado River tribes, and during the year they perform

several dances, among them the fascinating Buzzard Dance.
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The 9,000 members of the Pima and Papago tribes live

on the desert lands extending from beyond Phoenix to the

Mexican border. They engage in farming and stock-raising.

The Pima practice irrigation methods while the Papago are

"dry" farmers. The Pima live in box-like adobe houses while

the Papago homes are generally of cactus or ocotillo ribs

chinked with mud. Both have an outdoor arbor for summer

living. The women of both tribes are excellent basket weavers

and the Papago make some pottery.

The Yavapai Indians living north of Prescott are the

smallest in number in Arizona, having diminished to about 50.

They are said to be the only tribe in North America ruled by

a woman chief. They celebrate no rituals nor ceremonies,

and their old traditions and culture have been abandoned.

The men work off the reservation where work can be found

and the women make baskets, beaded articles, and some

pottery.

The Yaqui Indians, while not wards of the United States,

live unmolested on two principal plots of land, one near

Tucson and the other near Phoenix. They are exiles from

their ancestral home in Mexico. There are perhaps 500, some

living in adobe houses, others in make-shift shacks of every

description and of various scrap material. The Yaqui work

for meager wages at odd jobs and as farm hands. Yaqui cere-

monials are highlighted between Lent and Easter when the

famed Yaqui Easter Rites are held. The Easter ceremonials

are a combination of Catholicism and paganism, lasting several

days and nights, climaxing Easter morn. Weird and fantastic,

these rites attract many visitors.
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NAVAJO
	

This Indian, "Tall Scout," was
with General Miles in his pursuit
of Geronimo, the Apache terror.



NAVAJO "L,elt Hand"
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NAVAJO
	

"Ben Be Gay -
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"Denny," the son of "Left Hand"
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HOPI
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HOPI CHIEF
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HOPI
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APACHE COWBOY
	

"Jasper Johns"
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APACHE SUNSHINF



APACHE MEDICINE MAN
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APACHE MEDICINE MAN'S SQUAW

2 5



26

HAVASUPA I



HAVASUPAI COWBOY
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HUAI PAI
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YUMA
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YUMA ,VIrs. Jose Levi"
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YUMA
	

"Joie Levi"
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CO COPAH
	

The most aged Cocopah in Arizona
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COCOPAH
	

The oldest known in Arizona
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COCOPAH CHIEF
	

Slim Jim

34



COCOPAH
	

"Rivers, Son of Chief"
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MOHAVE
	

"Elmer"
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MOHAVE
	

"Camp Meeting Preacher"
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MOHAVE
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MOHAVE
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MOHAVE "Ritd'
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CHEMEHUEVI
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PAIUTE

42



PAIUTE
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MARICOPA
	

"Sally Sundust"
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MARICOPA
	

Mary Juan is a famed pottery maker.
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PIMA
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Tosh Quinth, "Counter of the
Days," is the last of the Longhairs.
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PAPAGO
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PAPAGO
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PAPAGO
	

Indian Madonna and Child
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YAVAPAI



YAVAPAI
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YAQUI
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yAQUI
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YAQUI
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YAQUI
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ARIZONA
A GUIDE TO THE YOUNGEST STATE

H RE is another volume in the distinguished seriesERE
 American Guide books compiled and written

by the Federal Writers' Projects. Everything that
makes Arizona one of the most dramatic of all states is
described and illustrated — stories of the sunburned
West of yesterday as well as statistics on the irrigation
projects that are making it a vast garden to feed the
country, early pick-swinging miners, contemporary
dude ranch cowboys.

Arizona is a land of extremes, contrasts, surprises,
contradictions, a land that is never fully understood,
but for that very fact loved more intensely by her
sons and daughters and her thousands of visitors.

This book is much more than a guide-book; it is
rather a whole library of information on the history,
geography, people, and culture of Arizona. There are
64 pages of beautiful gravure illustrations, many of
historical interest. The pictures and text together make
an indispensable introduction and guide for those who
would like to know Arizona, its deserts and mountains,
its canyons, modern cities and fertile farms. The many
road and city maps, and suggested motor trips and
tours will answer your problems of where to go, what
to see, why and how.

$ 2.5 0

HASTINGS HOUSE • NEW YORK
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