OR the purpose of this exhibition,
this little leaflet has been published, with the purpose of calling
attention to Yavapai County, a domain larger than the State of New
Jersey, and Prescott, its county
seat, a beautifully situated mountain city, altitude 5347 feet, population over 6000 and
a finer climate the year round, than Colorado Springs
or Denver.
Yavapai County is situated, geographically, in the
center of A rizona, and is twice the size of the State
of Connecticut whereas, its total population is hardly that of Ansonia, one of the third class cities in
the state named.
We want more citizens there is wealth enough
in the fastnesses of our mountains to support thousands in luxury potentiality in our soils to supply
nearly all the necessaries of the table range acreage
sufficient to furnish meat for the entire Middle
West : a climate in which one may work without
fatigue 365 days in the year and a citizenship not
to be excelled in its quality, liberality and optimism
by any in the world.
Yavapai County consists very largely of majestic
mountains, lofty table-lands and beautiful, fertile

valleys nestling at altitudes from 240p to 6000 feet
above sea level.

dereais, deciduous and small fruits and iodders
thrive in all the valley sections of Yavapai County
where their cultivation has been attempted.
Thc apples, pears, plums, peaches and grapes of
Yavai,ai County are wit: out rival as to their flavor
size, textrc an.I appelrance. Our fruits have taken
prizes at the St. Louis Universal Exposition, irro4,
at the Arizona State Fair every year since its inauguration and at all other places where exhibited.
Yavapai County peaches and apples bring double
the price of home-grown fruits in the markets of
SanFrancisco and Los Angeles.
Although a comparatively small acreage has been
planted to deciduous fruits, expert orchardists from
the East and Northwest have confidently asserted
that their production will form the most profitable
industry that could be undertaken in Skull, Ferguson, Williamson, Verde and the many other beautiful valleys within our county borders.
It will require several decades, at least, based on
fte population of this County today, to exhaust our
present markets in Prescott, Humboldt, Jerome,
Congress, Mayer, Ash Fork and other thriving settlements in this County. At present our production
is so small that we depend largely on California for
our supplies of the whole range of agricultural
products.
For the capitalist, opportunities for investment do
not exceed ours anywhere. Persons with money can
find here profitable investments in farm, orchard,
stockraising and mining. In the City of Prescott
today there is room for enterprising men to build
up the city, especially houses to rent the year-round
to people from outside our state who are corning to
us in increasing numbers yearly for the benefit of
our unrivalled climate.
The history of Dry Farming in Yayapai County,
Arizona, covers a period of barely ten years, although
the Indians in the northern counties successfully
raised crops of Hopi corn and other drought resisting
cereals for centuries.
Dry Farming received its greatest impetus after
April, 1911, when Dr. V. T. Cooke, then State Di-

rector of Dry Farming for Wyoming, visited the
principal dry farming areas in Yavapai County,
more than 250,000 acres, under the auspices of the
Prescott Chamber of Commerce. The following is
taken from his report, written for that organization
on April to:
' No doubt exists in my mind today after my visit
in Yavapai County ; and, taking into consideration
information as to precipitation and general climatic
conditions which I have gathered, but what socalled 'Dry Farming' can successfully be carried
on with certain varieties of crops, provided the farmer
will realize the importance of properly preparing
his soil and using seed adapted to your particular
conditions.
"Prior to leaving Cheyenne, Wyoming, where for
the past five years I have acted as State Director of
Dry Farming , I gathered weather data from the
United States observer.
"I was agreeably surprised to note that you have
here more precipitation than I had been led to believe ; more, in fact, than was the case in my Wyoming experience.
"Yavapai County soils are extremely fertile ; they
are easier to work and more susceptible to the retention of moisture than those soils of Wyoming,
upon which I have achieved notable successes.
"During my several journeys from Prescott to
outlying valleys, I saw large areas which I am confident will raise paying crops of alfalfa, winter
wheat, winter rye, spring barley, oats and wheat,
emmer (commonly called speltz), stock beets, potatoes, corn, sorghum, Milo maize, Kaffir corn, and
possibly winter barley, broom grass and slender
wheat grass.
"With these crops properly grown and cultivated
and with summer tillage to conserve one year's
moisture to another, thus Obtaining two years'
moisture for one maximum crop and with proper
rotation, I am confident some crop can be raised
each year on Yavapai County dry farms.
"Invariably, whether under irrigation or by dry
farming methods, I cannot too much emphasize the
-

-

use of seed raised by natural precipitation."
(Signed)
V. T. COOKE,
State Director of Dry Farming for Wyoming.
Following Dr. Cooke's visit, many entries on government land, adjacent to Prescott and in the contiguous valleys of Yavapai County, were made, and
by the end of jur e, 1911, the figures for the fiscal
year aggregated 50,000 acres, which has been filed
upon under the Homestead and Desert Acts, either
of which, in the State of Arizona, permits the settler 32 0 acres of land.
Encouraged by the influx of farmers from all parts
of the Union, the Prescott Chamber of Commerce,
in J ul y completed plans for the establishment of an
Experimental Dry Farming Station just North of
the city ; here, on rIo acres, which represent nearly
every soil existent in the dry farming areas of the
County, Prof. A. M. Mc Omie of the University of
Arizona is personally directing a course of experiments with many of the crops above mentioned. A
brief resume of the, status of dry farming- in Yavapai County may be of interest to the prospective
settler
E. W. Stephens, in Ferguson Valley, has matured
a crop of corn on So acres of land which has had
no irrigation ; this crop has netted him not less than
so bushels to the acre ; it was planted late in June
after the soil had been plowed but seven inches deep
on the sanie ranch, 30 acres of small white beans
were planted at the same time on an upland field
and, although somewhat injured by insufficient rains
during August, this crop nets its owner $55.00 per
acre.
C. A. Crater, on 4 0 acres of his farm in Kirkland
Valley estimates the yield at over 5 0 bushels : he
expects to win the prize for the State of Arizona
with this corn at the coming fair at Phoenix.
Janies Davis, in Ferguson Valley, has just harvested a crop of corn that goes over 5 0 bushels. This
field was badly torn by hail in August, which resulted in cutting the blades .seemingly to ribbons
this was the only damage done, however, and in
many parts of his acreage the corn stood fifteen feet
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high in an adjacent field Milo maize did equally
well.
Davis bought his farm of 320 acres in 1909 for
Si000.00; it had been given up as an agricultural
factor by its previous owner who had expended over
$2000 in improvements ; since his occupancy, Davis
has made a good living for his family ; has made a
good crop each season and has upwards of 3 00 hogs
to reward his industry and perserverance.
Walter Atkin, farming on dry land about two
miles south of Prescott, has just taken 7o bushels
of Silverhull Buckwheat from a field of three acres,
this being the first dry farm crop of buckwheat
raised in Yavapai County. Mr. Atkin's potatoes
raised in a nearby field without irrigation, took the
blue ribbon at the 191 0 State Fair.
We have said that dry farming is in its infancy in
Yavapai County ; but we believe that the above statements, which can be borne out by corroboration at
first hand, are impressive and will command the
serious attention of industrious, thrifty farmers,
which is the only class we wish to draw to this
section.
Over loo,coo acres of exceedingly fertile lands
adapted to dry farming are, now available for entry
in this County. Here is your opportunity.
It is for its wonderful mineral wealth and resources that Prescott and Yavapai County have chiefly
been noted in the past. Today, however, the landhungry from all parts of the Union are looking
to the Great Southwest, the Ultimate West, and particularly to Arizona, and the temperate Northern
climatic belt, in the very heart Of which Yavapai
County is situated, as their future dwelling place
for here are soils of unbelieveable richness and fertility awaiting the hand and brain of the trained
husbandman.
Prescott, its County seat is located nearly in the
center of Yavapai County on the Santa Fe, Prescott and Phoenix Railroad, a branch of the Santa.
Fe system running from Ash Fork, fifty-seven
miles southward.
With the purest city water in the United States,
;

modern business, school and church buildings and
an up-to-date and most adequate sewer system,
Prescott is at once the most sightly, and prosperous
city of its size on the American continent.
In Prescott, life out-of-doors is possible the year
round, and blankets are requisite every night of
the 365. The air is singularly dry, pure and tonic
the skies clear and blue and the clays bright and
sunny. Our maximum summer temperature 98
degrees is exactely comparable with New York at
78 degrees.
Water supply of Prescott has been pronounced by
Washington officials the purest of any city in the
Union. Coming from living streams in the mounttins twenty Miles northward, it is markedly clear,
healthful and pleasing to the taste.
Our average of cloudy days is three per month.
Relative humidity is very low at all seasons, at
tim es remaining for a number of successive days as
low as twelve per cent. In winter, owing to our
altitude, there is an occasional light fall of snow
ich , under the influence of the bright sunshine,
very quickly disappears.
Prescott is thirty feet higher than Denver and 75 0
feet lower than Colorado Springs ; it en joys an annual mean temperature of fifty-three degrees, or
sonic three degrees higher than both. The summer
temperatures are nearly alike, but Prescott has a
much less severe winter ; its average wind velocity
is considerably lower and its relative humidity less
than half of either of the other places. Its percentage of possible sunshine is higher.
The principal hotels in Prescott are : The St.
M ichaels, European plan, $1.00 up, American plan
$2.50 up too rooms, many with bath. Congress
Hotel, European plan, $1.00 up, forty rooms, mostly
with baths.
Head Hotel, European plan, so cents up to 82.00
eighty rooms, forty with bath.
The city is well supplied with scr..-711 d-cl ass hotels
and lodging houses. Furnished houses are pro-.
cura hie at from S20 to $too, the demand being
slightly b.p..vier from May to October tba4 during
-
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the succeeding months.
Unfurnished houses, three to eight rooms, bring
rentals of from $12 to $50, according to location and
accommodations. Gas and electric light connections
are made with all the houses in the city. Furnished
rooms, single and ensuite, provided with light housekeeping facilities, are obtainable at reasonable
rentals.
Prescott is better supplied with restaurants than
any city twice- its size in the Southwest, having
seven well-equipped establishments, both table d'hote
and a la carte. Prices in all are quite as reasonable
as in other states and their tables are supplied with
everything in season.
There are two theaters in Prescott, one of which
is the Elks Theater, the best equipped house of
amusement in the Southwest. A good skating rink
is situated in the heart of the business section.
Short trips i nay be made from Prescott to Granite
Dells, a beautiful suburban resort, with a charming
lake where boating may be enjoyed the year-round
to Whipple Barracks, the most modern and well
equipped military post in the United States, just
at the edge of the city to Walker, Senator and
Crown King mining districts where gold and copper mining may be seen in all its phases.
Hot Springs, in the South Central part of Yavapai
County, as a resort is known far and wide. A hotel
with splendid cuisine is located in the Bradshaw
mountains, a spot lavishly endowed by Nature,
where hot springs gush from crevices in the solid
granite, and whose waters, Ill edicinally, surpass the
thermal waters of any resort in Europe or America.
Hot Springs is reached by a drive from the Santa
Fe, Prescott and Phoenix railroad station at Hot
Springs junction.
Many beautiful roads lead from Prescott to the
mountains, making horseback riding a very enjoyable pastime. Splendid native ponies can be secured
at a very reasonable rate in Prescott.
A pleasant stage drive via Dewey, brings one into
the far-famed Verde valley, a place of scenic grandeur, in which are Montezuma Castle, the prehistoric

home of hundreds of cliff-dwellers, Montezuma
Well, a rock bound basin fed by gushers from the
volcanic strata underneath, and the hieroglyphics on
gigantic rock formations hardly second to the Grand
Canyon.
From Camp Verde, which is the tourists' center of
the valley, and where a splendid country hotel is
located, Beaver and Oak Creeks are easy accessible.
Rainbow trout abound in both these streams, catches
of two pounders being a matter of no comment.
There are no better fishing grounds in the Union than
along the banks of these and other beautiful mountain
streams in Yavapai County.
Large and small game abound within the confines
of the county. Bear are killed yearly in the Bradshaws and the Mogollons ; lobo and timber wolves
are often encountered ; antelope can be seen daily
along the immense reaches of the Chino and Lonesome valleys.
Dove and quail can be bagged within three miles
of the city limits of Prescott ; open season the year
round for the former, a plump toothosme fowl ; wild
turkeys are to be found in the outlying mountain
section of Yavapai. On the lakes and streams, teal,
spoon-bill and canvasback ducks rest in their migration Southward. In short, Yavapai County is the
Sportsman's Paradise.
Come to Prescott and Yavapai County for health
and prosperity, assist in the upbuilding of the fairest portion of the New State.
Write the secretary of the Chamber of Commerce,
Prescott, for specific information. He is never too
busy to take all pains with an intelligent inquiry.
If you don't mean business, save your postage and
his time.

