


REPORT OF TEE COTTON SURVEY OF SALT RIVER VALLEY
November, 1922.

As a result of numerous requests for a "cotton

survey" of the Salt River Valley, President Cloyd H.

Marvin of the University directed that such, a survey be

made. 	ofessors	 E. Bryan, S. P. Clark and G. E.

Thompson were delegated to the field work of the survey.

The Phoenix Chamber of Commerce, the Bankers' Association,

the Pima Cotton growers' Association, the Laricopa Farm

Bureau and other organizations assisted in the survey by

furnishing transportation, maps, etc. The actual field

survey 'cgs made from November 9 to November 18 inclusive.

Five distinct varieties of cotton were found gro'.1-
e

ing in the valley. A summary of the information collected

follows, each variety being discussed separately.

PIMA

The findings in regard to this variety arc:

Source of Seed:

As is well known, the seed for planting this variety

was obtained through the Tempe Cotton Exchange, or from

fields whose seed had been obtained from this organization.

General Conditions of Planting:

The data shows that Pima was planted earlier, and

that more seed :as planted per acre than was the case with

most of the short staple varieties. The average date of

planting Pima on the fields examined was April 13. The

average -mount of sD,d planted on th: S - MD Pima fields was

22 oounds per acre. The average estimated percentage of
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stand secured on the Pima fields was 91. Thirteen of

the nineteen fields examined had each an estimated 100

percent stand.

General Distribution:

Pima, as is well known, has wider general distribu-

tion over the valley than any other variety, there being

73,272 acres according to data compiled by the Maricopa

Credit (Corporation.

Average Yield:

Th3 survey shows that the average yield of seed cotton

per acre for Pima is 1072 pounds.

Length of Staple:

The length of staple on most of the fields examined

was about 1-5/8 inches.

Percentage of Lint:

The percentage of lint was bet ween 26 percent and

28 percent.

Price Range:

The price of the lint ranged from 271 cents to 31

cants per pound.

Growers' Opinion of Pima:

The prevailing opinion of the growers of Pima seems

to be that it is one of the best varieties to grow, pro-

vided a dependable market for it can be provided, especially

when the normal price differential between it end  short

staple cotton has been established. For this reason the

growers of Pima are particularly desirous of guarding the

Pure seed supply, so that those who are, or	 be, growing

short staple can return to Pima when the normal price and

satisfactory marketing colditions have returned.
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HARTSVILLE OR DELTA

Findings in regard to this variety are as follows:

Source of seed:

Most of the seed for planting this variety was obtoined

from various growers in the valley who had been growing it in

small patches planted with imported  seed.

General Conditions of Planting:

Owing to the small amount of seed available the number of

Pounds Planted per acre was much smaller than was actually re-

quired for a good stand. The overage number of pounds planted

per acre was 14. In the opinion of most gro wers, at least

twice this amount should have been planted. In the opinion of

most growers it was planted too late for the highest yields.

The average date of planting was May 24, which is about forty

days later than the average date of planting for Pima. The

range of planting dates was from April 27 to July 25. The

average estimated percentage stand secured was 70.

General Distribution:

There are only three large fields of Hartsville. One of

these is located southeast of Mesa, one near Peoria, and the

other in the Buckeye district. The remaining fields are smell

and few in number. The total acreage is 857 acres.

Length of Staple:

The most common length of staple found was	 inches.

Percentage  of Lint:

Most farmers reported a ginning outturn of 29 percent.

Price Range:

Nearly all the growers announced their intention of sel-

ling the seed for planting.

The seed cotton was sold at 8 and 9 cents per pound. Th:

lint price was from 27 to 31 cents.

Growers' Opinion of Hartsville:

All who grow this variet4 this year announced their inten-

tion of planting it again next year, and the seed in the valle

available for planting has already been engaged by a great

many growers.
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DURANGO

The findings of the cotton survey insofar as they affect

the Durango variety are as follows:

Source of Seed:

MOst of the Durango cotton seed brought to the Salt River

Valley last spring was imported by Messrs. Blake and Sprague,

officials of the gin located near five paints. This seed was

apparently imported from Blythe, California, and most of it Ins

shipped to Liberty. Form this point it was distributed over the

valley. The crop produced from this seed shows it to have been

considerably mixed and undesirable for planting purposes.

General Conditions of PlantinE:

The earliest date recorded for planting Durango cotton was

March 15, and the latest date June 28. The bulk of the planting,

except where some unusual conditions prevailed, were made betwee

May 5 and May 20. Some of the Durango cotton was planted on

ground that had filled to make satisfactory stands of Pima

cotton, and the occasional stalks of Pima cotton in these fields

- ill serve to further mix the seed produced. For the most part

these fields were as well cared for and handled as the fields

of Pima or other varieties, but there is nothing to indicate

that they were handled better than fields of other vari:ties.

jot more than half enough seed was planted per acre and a

mejority of the stands were poor, around 75 percent.

General Distribution:

The bulk of the Durango cotton plantings were in the

districts southwest, west, and northwest of Phoenix. There

were a few scattered plantings in widely separated portions of

the valley.

Total Acreage:

As shown by the survey, the total area planted to D -Ltrano

cotton in 1922 was 1177 acres.



Yield Per Acre:

The survey shows an acre yield Of 3/4 bale.

Length of Staple:

The average length of staple was reported as 1-3/16 inches.

Percentage of Lint:

The ginning percent of Durango cotton was 30.9.

Under the terms of the contract by which most of the seed

Izas supplied to farmers, each farmer is to be givn twice as

much seed for 1923 planting as was furnished to him in 1922

and the rest of the seed is kept by the gin to pay ginning

charges. This arrangement means that most of the farmers who

grew Durango cotton in 1922 have already laid aside their seed

supply for 192a and the gins have a large supply of similar

seed on hand which can be used either for planting or for oil

Purposes.

Price Range:

The average price at -::hich this cotton has been sold in

the seed has been 7.74 cents per pound. It has ranged from

6 to 81. cents. The average sale price of lint h as been 26

cents, and the range from 22 to 29 cents. Early in the season

prices were lower than at the present time.

Growers' Opinion of Durango:

Most of the farmers who have grown this variety o f cotto.

in 1922 have expressed themselves as well pleased with it. A

few have stated that they may changu to some other vari:ity of

upland cotton.

SO far as we were able to learn while making this survey,

there is no large.amount of Durango seed in this State that is

known to be pure and of good quality.
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Valley in 1922 was

Yield Per Acre:

survey to be 1404.

me survey sho -, -s the yield to be about 6/10 b - le

a little over one inch, probably

1-1/16, and the percent of lint ranged from 31 to 39, with

of the Lebane cotton seed Planted in the Salt

y in the spring of 1922 was imported by E. G.

Arizona. his seed was purchased largely

if not holly from E F. Sanguinetti of Yuma, Arizona.

General Conditions of Planting:

Much of this variety of cotton was planted very 1,..to,

some of it on ground from T.:hich smell  grains had just been

harvested and some of it on ground that had failed to mak,

stcnd of Pima cotton The earliest planting recorded -as

on May 1, the latest on July 15. The bulk of the plantings

were between May 5 and 20. In general this cotton as reason-

ably yell tended though-some fields were badly neglect-d. Too

little seed N,as used in planting the average number of PounOs

being 19.4. The average Percent of stand was not above 75.

t'lost of the Mebam cotton of the SElt River Valley in

1922 was Planted in the districts about Eesa,Gilbert and

number of fields between Phoenix and

Euckeye and a

of th valley.

Total Acreage:

The total acreage of Mebane cotton in the Salt aivr

ring fielos in practically all pa t!.3



Price Range:

The selling price of Mebane cotton lint started at

20 t) 22 cents and has advanced until several sales are

reported at 26A- cents per pound. Sales in the seed range

from 6i to 8* cents per pound.

Groers t Opinion of Mebane:

Many of the farmers who planted Mebane cotton in 1922

plan to plant the same variety in 1923. Some say that they

will plant Pima cotton early in the spring and Mebane cotton

after mall grains. Some look with favor on the Hartsville

variety. Most of them estimate that their respective neigh-

borhoods will plant 65 to 75 percent "short" cotton next year.

Inquiry indicated that a gajority of the farmers who

gror, Mebane cotton In 1922 are saving at least part of their

seed for 1923 planting. Comparatively few ara saving addi-

tional seed, expecting to be able to dispose of it to other

farmers. Most of the seed is being purchased by the gin.

Tha Mebane cotton seed now in the valley is considerably

mixed and is not dez;ireble for planting purposes. There is

Imo-n to be a small amount of good and practically pure Mebane

seed available in the Yuma Valley and it may be that a careful

investigation would show a considerable civ,antity there.
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Valley in 1922. The st;ed was secured

GenerP 1 Conditions of Planting:

A portion of this cotton was planted about April 20

the balance about May 20. Only 8 pounds of seed per acre

used. This as not sufficient, and not more than 60 parc

a stand was secured.

General Distribution:

This field of cotton vas grown near the Buckeye road and

aPproximatsly six or seven miles southwest of Phoenix.

Total Acreage:

There as a total of 50 acres.

Yisld Per Acre:

The Probable yie1.43 is small because of the condition under

which it as gro -m. It is stimated et 600 dounds.med cotton

per acre.

Length of Staple:

The length of s - allple as 1-1/S inches; anid the percent of

lint -cs 33.

It appears that sV ry pound of this seed grown in the Salt

River valley in 1922 w oill be used for planting purposes in 1925

11_-rice 1)'ange:

.N ono of this cotton has been sold in the seed. The lint

brought 21 and 26 cents, depending Largely on the time

when it was sold.

Groers  Opinion of 11.ca1a:

In ths opinion cof the growers both in the 'Salt River and

Casa Grande vallriys, this is a good ana desirable cotton.

Ta 3 acreage is (crtal.n to be largely increased next year.

Consid rable retsonably good A3ala s$ed is available

`. -ithin the State. Aearly all of thc:' cotton on the Post Projycf

ne!7-- 1 -̂ Tucson, ad 2OC
 
- or mo7Pe•acts of the Casa
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