


A PLEA FOR JUSTICE.

FLoïttNcE, Ariz., April lb: 1903.
We are impelled to ask three clues ,

tionS, and to endeavor to answer the
same.

First, shall the National Irriga-
tion law be used ag a great graft?

Second, shall the San Carlos dam
project be injured thereby?

Third, shall a great wrong,. done
seven thousand peaceful.,industpons,
civilized Indians, which wrong the goy :

'erninent has, sanctioned, be righted?
Vpur earnest, attention is respect-

fully but ihsistently called to 4 Çon,

dition of affairs in regard , to a great

and fat- reaching public., measure re-
cently enacted by Congress, which,

hide fu r in its eery inception. to bring .

down , upon our common people a
Crest misfortune. and upon the benefi-
cent measure itself incalplable harm.
Reference is made to the recently
enacted National . Irrigation Law,
hereto appended. The purpose of
that bill, no one t'or a moment can
dispute., was to reclaim vast tracts of
tine arid public domain ,by , placing
water upon them and making- them

arable, that thousands of , needy, in-

dustrious and deserving families,

especially in the more populous and
overcrowded portions of our country,

might have given them, once again in
our history, practically- free homes.

Its_purpose was essentially a home-
stead one—to make applicable to the
arid and practically only remaining
portion of the public lands, one of the
most popular laws that Congress ever
enacted — the National Homestead
Law. No one openly disputes this.
ThoSe who have been most influential
in securing the passage of this act,
and the very officers of the govern-
ment in whose hands the exetution of
the new law has been placed, acknowl-
edge it in every public utterance. The
clause in the bill providing that pri-
vate owners of land in, any projected
irrigation district May, under certain
restrictions, acquire water for their
lands, was an entirely secondary and
incidental matter, and incorporated

-simply because in most places where
works would be constructed there
wore some private lands Which it was
not right to cut. off from all future
hope of acquiring water. But it was
not contemplated for one moment bY
Congress that the government should
enter upon the construction of irriga-
tion works for the purpose of increas-
ing exclusively the value of private
lande and other property in any



section. You may know, as well or
better than we do, the far-reaching
character and stupendous proportions
of this bill; that, according to its
father, Mr. Newlands, it entails in the
next twenty five years tht expendi-
ture of at least $150,000,000; that it
entails the reclamation of every re-
maining acre of the public lands which
can be made arable.

What great vigilance and care
should be exerted by the people of
this country, that this great measure

should be inaugurated and carried

through in the spirit of its beneficent

intent t How carefully we should

guard the only remaining heritage

of our rapidly increasing population 1
You may know how it was L!ared in

congress before its passage that its

execution might be pervrted from its

true purpose.
Yet what do we see in the Salt

River valley in Arizona? A large
number of private land owners, in a

district in which there is no public
land remaining which can be irrigated
with any water supply that can be

made available; who have for years
been making futile attempts to get

capital to build a dam; who have even

sought to bond their county for that

puipose; who represent the largest

and most powerful farming district in

the arid region, which, during the

whole period of the agitation of the

subject of national irrigation, and the

growth of public sentiment in its

favor, were very active it) their oppo-

sition to it and in favor of the cession

of the arid lands to the States by the

general government — these people,

when Congress passed the measure

to which they had been opposed,
mediately came, ostensibly under the
provisions of a gill that in DO wise
applied to them, to the Secretary of
the Interior and asked the govern-
ment to loan them $2,500,000 for ten
years for a dam, promising to pay in
ten annual installinents—without
terest, it is to be noted.

For what purpose? Solely to in-
crease the value of private property in
a district iri which there was already
more land held in private ownership
than could be watered from the pro-
prosed reservoir. Where is the poor
homesteader to come in, who stood
for the chiet argument that passed
that bill?

When this reservoir is opened vliere
will be no public land in 'competition
with the private lands, and the bare
lauds will command and be sold at
whatever figure they are really worth,
while, if the lands were public, they
would cost the notnesteader but the
bare pro-rata per acre of the cost of the
reservoir, or about $12.50 per acre.
• Under existing circumstances, how-
ever, these lands, without water rights,
will be sold at from $30 to $75 per
acre. If the country at large and
Congress but knew this, that it was
planned that one of the first works
under the bill was to be built under
such conditions, we think it would
create quite a sensation, and how
greatly it would injure tne benificent
purpose and future usefulness of the
measure it is difficult to estimate.
If the facts in this case, which can •
be easily obtained, were given pub-

licity, no officer of the government
would wish or venture to construct



the Tonto darn as one of the initial Arizona under the provisions of this
works under the law; and yet the Sec- law, there is an ideal proposition
retary of the Interior has granted within one hundred miles of the Tonto
authority for the acquisition of neces- site, which for years has been promi:
sary property, rights of way, etc., pre- nently before the country and before
liminary to the construction of five Congress. A proposition which has
irrigation works in five different States been the one concrete examplt known
and Territories, among which is the in Congress and heralded throughout
Tonto Basin dam in the Salt River the country in both the secular and
valley, Arizona. religious press. A dam to the con-

The geological survey under Mr. F. struction of which by special congres-
H. Newell, who is the expert adviser sional action, years before the passage
of the Secretary of the Interior, and of the National Irrigation Law, the
in whose hands all, practically, of this geological survey, through its chief
work of national irrigatio ..1 has been hydiographer, Mr. F. H. Newell, and
placed by the Secretary, has probably the National frrigation Association
consumed more time and labor in the through Mr. Maxwell, bent all their
S4lt River valley upon this project, energies. A dam for the thorough
in the past year, than in any other investigation of which a special appro-
part of the country. The report of priation was made by Congress three
M. A. P. Davis, of the geological sur- years ago, setting aside $20,000, which
vey, upon the Tonto dam, recently was spent by the geological survey in
published, is most exhaustive and demonstrating its entire feasibility,
flattering. Mr. Davis has been giving and which 'vas recommended for con-
free illustrated lectures in Phoenix,. struction in an elaborate report by
Mesa and Tempe, under the auspices this same survey, (vide report 33 of

of the Water Users' Association of the papers of this survey). A dam
the Salt River Valley, to assist in the construction of which, acting upon
creating a public sentiment among its this report, the following year,Decem-
citizens in support of the Tonto her, 1901, the Secretary of the Interior
project. recommended for immediate construc-

Mr. George H. Maxwell, chairman tion in his report to Congress as one
of the executive committee of the of the three reservoirs in the arid
National Irrigation Association, has regions best adapted to inaugurate

spent the past eight months in Phoe- the work of national irrigation. Two
nix, where he has devoted his time of these have been selected for con
and energy in organizing ind laboring struction under the present law and
with "The Salt River Valley Water the San Carlos rejected. Why this
Users' Association" in furthering the has been done we hope to make plain.
interests of the Tonto project. Mr. A most cogent reason for the con-
Maxwell has recently purchased a val- struction of this dam is the fact that,
uable farm in the Salt River valley. outside of its being an ideal proposi-

If a darn is to be constructed in tion under the provisions of the irri-



gation lawr there can be irrigated by
the waters that will , be impounded
the lands of the Pima Indians on the
Sacaton Indian reservation in Final

Arizona. The needs of these
worthy hid ans in connection with
the San Carlos dam have been heard
in-a -cry which for six years has re-
sounded from one end of the country
to the.ot her -This cry it was especial-
1 whirl) .secured the appropriation
from- Congress of $20,000 for the in
vestigat ion of the feasibility of the
scheme; this cry it was, especially,

These, always self-supporting and
self-reliant,- havint , never been ratiOn
Indians, for four years, much against
their dispositions, have required aid
from the government to the extent of
from $30,000 to $50,000 per year to
keep them from starvation. Their
condition, without water,:must grow
worse instead of better. Partially
civilized, with a membership in the
Presbyterian church alone of nearly
1,200, not t6 mention the large n um-
ber  of .cornintiniants in the Roman
church, with a government school Of

which passed - a special bill for its con about 200 pupils and a church indns-
struction through the United States trialschool ,of 125, they will be pan -
Senate a year ago last winter. . perized and. thrown back into a.

The history of these Indians is well condition of vicious degenerate say-
known. Numbering seven thousand agery, unless justice is done and they

sOills, composed of. Pintas,. Papagoes are given ,their. owo, Will Coe •gov-

and Maricopas, wkthin the memory of ernmentattempt to educate and .civ-
the white Man they have ever been and pauperize them at the saine
peaceful, industrious people, depend-- time? They ask for nothing btu

en-t upon- agriculture,- made possible water. They are : Willing to work,

by irrigation of their lands by .the i :even, upon the construction of the
waters of the Gila river.. Ever the only irrigation works, whiph can etree-
steadfast friends, of'the. white man. Wally relieve their condition, namely,

they • ha-ye. .materially assisted in the. _the _San Carlos dam.
settlement of the country by defend- As.Ja matter of fact, for years the
tug and: making common cause win-, geological survey, through Mr. Newell.

him against the,murderons.Apache..: and the National Irrigation Associa-
But w-hen the white 'man settled Mon, through Mr. :Maxwell, used the

higher up on the watershed of , the San • 'Carlos proposition, under the

Gil, -he reclaimed his lands, with the cover of the ;Indians' necesSity, to
consent: oi the government who gave agitate iind educate Congress and tin
him hispatent, he it noted, and .which people on-, the subject of national irri
thus -beea-rne accessory.. to this, act of gation, .Years before Congress 'would

injustice, hy„appropriating the water pay any attention to the latter, these

which -belonged, to the Indian. As influences were ready and : anxious to

years passed,-and with the occuryence ,ssist in- bringing forward the San

of drier seasons, it became at length Carlos, both as matter _ of ho

apparent - that the. Indian ,unwittingly manitarian interest and as an ideal

had been robbed, work to illustrate the henefiei81 results

•



that would açcrue from a system of
national Irrigation, and under its
cover a great deal of irrigation talk
was had; but when the National Irri-
gation bill was at last passed and'they
had gotten what they wanted, they
ceased to have any particular interest
in the catspaw which they had used
to pull their chestnuts out of the fire.
Mr Maitwell has acknowledged in a
public speech in this town that the
National Irrigation Association had
used the San Carlos, because of the
many arguments that could be pre-
sented in its favor, to further the
cause of national irrigation.

The San Carlos stands upon the
National Irrigation law, having been
recMn mendld by the Geological Sur-
vey to tne Secretary of the Interior,
and having been recommended by the
'Secretary of the Interior to Congress
for inimediate construction, before
the passage of that law, both as an
experimental work in national irriga-
tion and for the relief of the Pima
ndians. As a matter oi economy, to

say nothing of the matter of justice
and humanity, it is the only business
policy for the government to pursue.
The Indians are willing to pay their
pro rata of the cost of the %York, but
even this is not demanded of them,
and nothing is deinande& of the gov-
ernment, for the people holding lands
in the proposed irrigation district are
willing, and those who are to settle in
future on government lands in the
district will no doubt be willing, to
pay the cost of the Indians' water.
The San Carlos stands not only upon
the irrigation law, but • offers as an
additional argument for its immediate

construction the piteous, uplifted en'

of these suffering and injured but law-
abiding Indians. The friends of the
San Carlos insist that the pledges of

those in power shall be kept.
Yet when Arizona can, in justice,

ask for the construction of but one
reservoir for years to come, when its
pro rats of the funds is one of the

least, only $35,000 per year, among
sixteen different States and Territories

anxious for assistance under the pro-

visions of the act, under these circum-

stances, we see- within one hundred

miles of the San Carlos site, a propo-

sition of the character of the Tonto,
asking for, and receiving, favorable
consideration, and even pretending,
(we niay,readily judge as an argument
for a weak cause and for the construc-
tion of a dam that can in no legiti-
mate way be built under the provisions
of the law) pretending, for the sake of

:defeating the San Carlos, because they
recognize the inherent and ineradi-

cable antagonism ; so far as early con-
struction is concerned, between two
propositions in Southern Arizona, that
it can supply these Indians with water,
when, as a matter of fact, well known
by those acquainted with the country.
and easily learned by anyene, it can
in no way put water upon more than
10 per cent of the fertile Indian lands,
and when there still , remain in the
Salt River valley 50,000 acres of private

lands over and above all the 250,000
acres of private land that it is pro-
posed to irrigate by the waters of the
Tonto. When not 10 per cent of the
Indian lands capable of being made
fertile lie in the watershed of the Salt
river. When over 90 per cent of these



,	 i•
lands have not one "particle of right American authority on storage dams ,
to one drop of water -from the Salt as consulting 'engineer, recommended
river. When the lands of the Salt it in the most dattering ternis. Would
river have an inalienable right th its the survey have doue this insincerely,'
waters, and any competent legal au for any reason, When their engineer
thority will state that the mon lit it ing reputation was at stake, and when
is attempted to take away the waters the fallacy of their would
of the Salt river belonging to these have been discovered when the time
50,000 acres which cannot be provided' for :construCtion came? Acting upon
for under the dam, and give them to this report,- the 'Secretary of the In-

. • the Indians, to whom they do hOt• tenor recommended . it to Congress
belong, that an injunction will be' for immediate construction only six
issued that will effectually - prevent a months before the passage of the new
plan which is only offered -• td'inake a law, the execution of which was placed
weak position . seein more tenable in his hands, as one of • three dais
When the waters of the have best adapted to be used as experinient
belonged to these Indians for bun- in irrigation.' : Is it reaSonable , to
dreds of years by priority of 'apprO- suppose that a work of clubtfill sue7

priatipn.. When there is there plehty cess would be selected ":.‘as an " experi-
of water for them to irri gate all the meat", and to demonstrate to the .
lands.they Want and those which are country the glorious results that

richest. When this reservoir will mill- would come to it froth a national
gate at least twice as much df- the system of irrigation? Is it not absurd

- public domain in the Casa Grande to suppose that a dam that it was
valley as there are lands in' Private "practically impossible to build on

ownership in said valley. • ' account oi engineering and financial
All this by a storage system' -that difficulties' would be selected for such

des fulfill the intent and letter of the 'a purpose? Yet the director of

National Irrigation law	 every geological survey, who is now in this

respect.	 Yet the San Carlos has Territory, has stated repeatedly in the

withni two weeks been turned down 'public press that on account of the

by the director of the geological sur- 'depth to bedrock,- found three years

vey, and the Tonto, a new project, .igo; and on account of excessive oust , .
backed by a rich farming commUnity :it is impossible . t u . build the San
of over 20,000 population, and eignt br Carlos. Why is, this so, when the
ten powerful canal companies', — has directo'r's own chief engineer and Mr.

been given favorable considei4tion Schuyler, the highest Ameriean au- •
thin-4, thought otherwise three yearswith view to beginning constructian

within a few months,	 ago, and when at this Writing no
To summarize: three years agi) . the' additional information in regard to

geological survey after a thorbugh the site has been gained, except that

investigation of the San Carlos Project most of thc silt in the Gila river,
w i th Air. J . D . s etm y l er, th e hioi'est• Which it was originally supposed WO;



deposited in the reservoir, yet in spite
of which, it was found entirely feasible
to construct and Mr. Newell so stated
last January, that most of this silt
does not enter the reservoir, but is
carried in a stream which enters the
river below the reservoir? Why does
the director make this statement, at
this late hour, in the face of his own
reports and in the face of the fact that
his own survey urged and assisted the
passage of a special bill for the con-
struction of this very dam though
the Senate a tear ago last winter?
Why, except for this reason, that the
geological survey is willing, now that
it has in its hands, under the Sec-
retary of the Interior, the expenditure
of the large amount of monies made
;Ivailable by the law, to cast aside its
own pledges and its own reports, turn
to a larger community and listen to
more powerful influences. They say
that the Tonto is more feasible, but
the San Carlos was entirely fea-
sible, according to their own state-
ments, until recently. Simply because,
if it he granted, the Tonto is some-
what easier to construct, is this suffi-
cient reason for the selection of a
reservoir which is to benefit private

' land owners only ,;,ind large and
wealthy canal companies? Scarcely,
if the public opinion of this country
is to be consultedl Hardly, in the
estimation, we believe, of:Congress
and such men as Mr. Newlands and
Mr. Hansbroughl No, not even
would the individual members of the
National Irrigation Association itself,
approve of this course if they knew of
it and realized how such -a pervertion

.of this law endangered its very con-

tinuance Upon the statute books and
all hope of additional legislation along
this line.

Mr. Newell, the chief engineer of
the geological survey, on January let
of the present year, in an interview
with members of the undersigned
committee, replied with an unquali -

fled "no" to the question whetbeF,-

there were any engineering or flinty; •

cial difficulties in the way of the con-.
struction of the San Carlos. As :L.

matter of fact, the cost will not ex-

ceed $15 per acre and Mr. Newell has

himself said that the cost per acre Of.:

works may vary in different sections.
from $5 to even as high as $50 per.-

acre. When it is generally concede&
that irrigated land in Arizona under-

a. constant supply of water is worth,
at least $100 per acre, it is difficult t-6.

see how $15 per acre is excessive for

making worthless - land worth $100 ,

per acre.

Mr. Arthur P. Davis, 'Chief field
engineer of the Survey, in 'an- able
article on the San Canoe dam, pulh

lished one year 'ago, and which is
;‘.ppended, stated, "That probably
there were more reasons for the con-
struction of the San- CarloS dam than
for any other in the arid région." -

What has become of these reasons?-
Do they still , exist or have conditions •
changed? Let us answer that ques-
tion by stating a further conversation .

with Mr. Newell in the interview
before mentioned. He Was asked to
mention certain-- projects outside of
Arizona that were considered favor-
ably.. He enumerated ' about • five or, •

six, in nearly all of which there was
the element and large influence ap



parent in his description, of somewhat -

populous communities and large
amounts of private lands. So- he was

then asked if there were no projects

under consideration where the propor -

tion of government land was very

large, or where there was very little

private land, and if ho did not con-

sider the chief purpose of the bill to

reclaim the public domain. He de-

scribed two or three such projects and
then said, "And of course we will have
to do something" (emphasizing the

something) "for propositions of this

kind, for the country expects it and it

seems to be the intent of the bill."

He said this with candor, not seem-

ing to realize its foil import, and that,

if paraphrased, it would virtually be:
" We will carry out the intent of the
bill in so far, and only in so far, as

public sentiment demands it. We

will throw a sop to the true purpose

of the bill and the rest of the time we

will listen to the pull of larger and
more powerful communities."

As a matter of fact the Geological

Survey, and the National- irrigation

Association in the' person • of Mr.

Maxwell, are determined to secure

construction of the Tonto, -apparenuly
regardless of the law, and regardless of

all the demands of justice and honor

presented by San Carlos. Mr, Max-

well has recently sent-a.circular letter

to all members of his Association,

asking them to unite upon the Tonto'

for initial construction. Tin se men

who have been working for months so

..--t.renu-ously, for this reservoir so

unworthy to be constructed under the
bill, are the very men who for years

have been eom witted to _Sae Carlos

and Who have used it, because of -the

many arguments in its favor, to further

their own purpose. These very men,
in every public utterance in reference

to the new law, mention only the
matter of the public domain and its'

reclamation, and the guarding of this

fund that it shall not be used for the
benefit of the land speculator, but the.

honneSeeker; and yet with the bare-

lands commanding from $30 to $100' .

per acre, when sold by the present

owners, how is it possible for any but
those of at least modexate competence

to secure farms and homes? They

never speak of the incidental clause.

in the bill providing for private lands ,

for they know that clause is ina-
dental. To the country they preach ,

the beneficent purpose of the bill.
Mr. Walcott, the director of the

geological survey, offered, to two:

Members ot the undersigned commit-

tee, this sort of an argument: "The

Secretary can use his discretion, in
my estimation, in any proposed irri-

gation district and establish the canal
system so as to cut off certain private'

lands without water in order to thereb y
include certain government lands; and;

in this manner come under the provis-
ions of the bill." Think of the at

tempt, at least meditated, to defeat

the purpose of the bill in such a ,

manner as this! In any district where

private' lands exist, representing as

they do invested money and certain ,

improvements, these, should first be'

eared for, for the bill carefully con ,

serves vested rights, and these lands -

shotild not be cut off from all tuture
hope of acquiring water; but the bill
in no wise intends or provides that,
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works shall be constructed out of the it will be constructed in eight years?
public funds where there is more land Because they know according to their
in private ownership than can be own reports and Mr. Schuyler's that
watered by such a system. The bill it is practicable now; but, because
does not purpose to loan, out of .a fund under the pro rata feature of the law
created from the sale of public lands, two works cannot be constructed in
money to private land owners for the Arizona for some years to come, and
construction of irrigation works for because they are determined to con-

their own exclusive use. struct an unworthy system first, they

Four months ago the Geological resort to this method of publicly
Survey had nothing to say against claiming the impracticability of the

the San Carlos, and as stated before, San Carlos in order to remove it from
acknowledged that there were no en- the field; but, privately and appar-

gineering obstacles in the way of its ently inadvertently, they admit that

construction. Today, realizing the when the Tonto has been constructed

just opposition that is being aroused and the requisite number of years
to the Tonto, they deem it necessary, passed for Arizona's funds to be suffi- .

in order to bolster up a weak cause, to cient for the construction of another

reject their own reports and to say dam, they will find all the "engineer-

that the San Carlos is impracticable, ing and financial obstacles" in its way

in order to remove its only rival in removed.

Arizona, and in order, thus they hope, Attention is called to the fact that

to sap the last remaining bit of i the site of the proposed San Carlos

courage of the advocates of the San Car- ! reservoir is upon the San Carlos In-

los, and stop the mouths opened in just dian reservation, a Presidential grant,

remonstrance to the meditated perpe- and that there are no legal obstacles

tration of a great wrong in the con- in the way of securing the site. The

struction of the Tonto. To demon- only canal company in the Casa
strate that this is their purpose, we Grande valley has already signified its

offer the statement of an engineer of willingness to accept service from the

unimpeached integrity who resides in government in condemnation proceed-
Florence. This gentleman states that ings. The owners of the compara-

he saw and had conversation with tively small acreage of private lands
Director Walcott and Mr. Davis a few are organized under the name of "The

days ago and since the statement of Casa Grande Valley Water Users' As-
Mr. Walcott that the San Carlos was sociation," with the express purpose
impracticable unless bedrock could be of fulfilling any conditions which may
found at less depth. These gentlemen be laid down by the Secretary of the
told him privately that the San Carlos t Interior. These water users, repre-
would be built without doubt in about senting twenty to twenty-five thou-
eight years. If engineering difficul- sand acres of water rights, are pre-
ties and the depth to bedrock make it pared to relinquish entirely their

impracticable now, how do they know priority right to the natural flow of
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the Gila, river; are prepared to pur-
chase water rights of the government
to be inseparably attached to the
lands and if the gOvernment will not
condemn the canal are prepared to
purchase the canal ., transferring it to
the government or retaining it in
their own possession as the Secretary
of the Interior may prefer. In these
respects, how different conditions are
here compared to the Salt River val-
ley. can easily be learned.

Your earnest interest and powerful
influence is sought in this matter,
which is not of local but of far-
reaching interest to all the people of
this great land. It involves in the
inauguration of the application of this

law the question whether the National

Irrigation act shall be perverted and
used in any district solely for the
purpose of enhancing the value of
private property. It involves the

question whether this new measure,
with all its glorious possibilities, shall
be used as it was intended, to guard

and preserve for Our needy, ambitious

and industrious citizens the now rap-
idly disappearing public domain, or
whether it Shall - be used to minister

to the cupidity of the private land
owner alone, the capitalist and the

land shark.
If in the beginning a precedent like

this is established, what stupendous

grafts in the years to conic may the

country look for in the application of

a law which Congress enacted prima-

rily for the poor man and to reclaim
its own desert wastes? Only your

closest scrutiny and most thorough

investigation of this - matter is asked.

The Secretary of the Interior, in 

whose hands rests the execution of

the law, it is not. to be believed re-

alizes the actual condition of affairs.

It is urged that individual and united

appeal be made to him to avert what

threatens to work great harm to the
cauSe of national irrigation; to the
needs of seven thousand suffering red
men, wards of the governmeht but
anxious to be citizens; to the rights
of the San Carlos dam, for the imme -

diate construction of which more
reasons for years have been given
than for any other dam in the arid
region.

Among several articles from the
press appended to this letter your
attention is especially called to the
paragraph taken froth a paper by Mr.
Newell, published in the Record-
Herald of Chicago, in which he states
the Purpose of the bill. Also to a
few words uttered by Mr. Maxwell
recently upon the subject of the chief
dangers that threaten the measure.
How inConsistent their ,attitude is, is
very apparent, Also to an article by
Mr. A. P. Davis, one of the chief
engineers of the Geological Survey,
published a year ago.

For the standing of the San Carlos •
you are further referred to report No.
33, hydrographie papers of the Geolog-
ical Survey, and to the report of
the Secretary of the Interior to Con- .
gress in December', 1901, recommend-
ing the San Carlos dam for immediate
construction.

GEO. M. BROCKWAY,
C. D. REPRN ,
J. G. KEATING,

A Committee of the Casa Grande Val-
ley Water Users' Association.  



IRRIGATION LAW.

THE HANSBROUGH-NTTLANDS MEASURE.

AN ACT appropriating the receipts from the sale and disposal of public lands in certain
States and Territories to the construction of irrigation works for the

reclamation of arid lands.

Be it enacted by tk'e Senate and House .

of Representatives of the United States
of America in Congress assembled, • That

all moneys received from the sale and

disposal of public lands in Arizona,

California, Colorado, Idaho, Kansas,

Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New
Mexico, North Dakota, Oklahoma,

Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, Wash-

ington and Wyoming, beginning with

the fiscal year ending June 30th, 1901,

including the surplus of fees and

commissions in excess of allowances

to registers and receivers, and except-

ing' the five per centum of the pro-

ceeds of the sales of public lands in

the above States set aside by law for

'educational and other purposes, shall

be, and the same are hereby, reserved,

set aside and appropriated as a special

fund in the TreaSury to be known as

the "reclamation fund." to be used in

the examination arid survey for and

the construction and maintenance of

irrigation works for the storage, diyer-

sion and development of waters for

the reclamation of arid and semi-arid

lands in the said States and Territo-

ries, and for the 'payment of all other

expenditures provided for in this act;

Provided, That in case the receipts

from the sale and disposal of public

lands other than those realized from

the Sale and disposal of lands referred
to in this section are insufficient to
meet the requirements for the -sup-
port of agricultural colleges in the
several States and TerritorieS, under
the act of August 30th, 1890, entitled
"An act to apply a portion of the
proceeds cf the public lands' to the
more complete endowment and sup-
port of the colleges for the benefit of
agriculture and the mechanic arts,
established tinder the provisions Of an
act of Congress approved July 2d,
1882," the deficiency, if any, in the
sum necessary for the support of the
said colleges shall be provided for
from any moneys in the Treasury not
otherwise appropriated.

Section 2. That the Secretary of the
Interior is hereby authorized and di-
rected to make examinations and sur-
veys for, .and to locate and Construct,
as herein provided, irrigation works
for the storage, 'diversion and 'devel-
opment of waters, including 'artesian
wells, and to report to Congress at the
beginning of each regular • session as•

to the results of such examinations
and surveys, giving estimates of cost
of all contemplated works, the quan-
tity and location of the lands which
can be irrigated therefrom, and -all
facts relative to the practicability of
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each irrigation project; also the cost
of works in process of construction, as
well as of those which have been
completed.

Section 3. That the Secretary of the
Interior shall, before giving the public
notice provided for in section four of
this act, withdraw from public entty
the lands required for any irrigation
works contemplated under the pro-.
visions of this act, and shall restore
to public entry any of the lands so
withdrawn when, in his judgment,
such lands are not required for the
purposes of this act; and the Secre-
tary of the Interior is hereby . au-
thorized, at or immediately prior to
the time of beginning the surveys for
any contemplated irrigation Works, to
withdraw from entry, except under
the homestead laws, any public lands
believed to be susceptible of irrigation
from said works; Provided, That all
lands entered and entries made under
the homestead laws within areas so
withdrawn during such withdrawal
shall be subject to all the provisions,
limitations, charges, tenus and con-
ditions of this act; that said surveys
shall be prosecuted diligently to com-
pletion, and upon the completion
whereof, and of the necessary maps,
plans, and estimates of cost, the Sec-
retary of the Interior shall determine
whether or not said project is prac-
ticable and advisable, and if deter-
mined to be impracticable or unad-
visable he shall thereupon restore said
lands to entry; that public lands
which it is proposed to irrigate by
means of any contemplated works
shall be subject to entry only under
the provisions of the homestead laws 

in tracts of not less than 40 or more
than 160 acres, and shall be subject to
the limitations, charges, terms and
conditions herein provided: Provided,
That the commutation provisions of
the homestead laws shall not apply to
entries made under this act.

Section 4. That upon the determi-
nation by the Secretary of the Interior
that any irrigation project is prac-
ticable, he may cause to be let con-
tracts for the construction of the
same, in such portions or sections as
it may be practicable to construct and
complete as parts of the whole project,
providing the necessary funds for
such portions or sections are available
in the reclamation fund, and there-
upon he shall give public notice of
the lands irrigable under such project
and limit of area per entry, which
limit shall represent the acreage
which, in the opinion of the Secre-
tary, may be reasonably required for
the support of a fail-lily upon, the
lands in question ; also of the charges
which shall be made per acre upon
the said entries, and upon lands in
private ownership which may be irri-
gated by the waters of the said irriga-
tion project, and the number of
annual installments, not exceeding
ten, in which such charges shall be
paid and the time when such pay-
ments shall commence. The said
charges shall be determined with a
view of returning to the reclamation
fund the estimated cost of construc-
tion of the project, and shall be ap-
portioned equitably: Provided, That
in all construction work eight hours
shall constitute a day's work, and no
Morizolian labor shall he employed  
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'thereon.

Section,5. That the en tryman upon
lands to be irrigated by such works
shall in addition to compliance with
the homestead laws, reclaim at least
one-half of the total irrigable area of
his entry for agricultural purposes,
and before receiving patent for the
lands covered by the entry shall pay
to the government the charges appor-
tioned against such tract, as provided
in section four. No right to the use
of water for land in private ownership
shall be sold for a tract exceeding 160
acres to any One landowner, and no
such sale shall be made to any land-
owner unless he is an actual bona
fide resident on such land, or occupant
thereof, residing in the neighborhood
of said land, and no such right shall
permanently attach until all pay-
ments therefor are made. The annual
installments shall be paid to the re-
ceiver of the local land office of the
district in which the land is situated,
and a failure to make any two pay-
ments when due shall render the entry
subject to cancellation, with the for-

feiture of all rights under this act,
as well as of any moneys already paid
thereon. All moneys received from
the above sources shall be allowed
the usual commissions on all moneys
paid for lands entered under this act.

Section 6. That the Secretary of

the Interior is hereby authorized and

directed to use the reclamation fund

for the operation and maintenance of
all reservoirs and irrigation works
constructed under the provisions of

this act: Provided, That when the

payments required by this act are

made for the major portion of the

lands irrigated from the waters of any
of the works herein provided for, then
the management and operation of such
irrigation works shall pass to the
owners of the lands irrigated thereby,
to be maintained at their expense
under such form of organization and
under such rules and regulations as
may be acceptable to the Secretary of
the Interior: Provided, That the title
to and the management and operation
of the reservoirs and the works neces-
sary for their protection and operation
shall remain in the Government until
otherwise provided by Congress.

Section 7. That where in carry irk
out the provisions of this act it be-
comes necessary to acquire any rights
or property, the Secretary of the
In terior is hereby authorized to ac-
quire the same for the United States
by purchase or by condemnation
under judicial process, and to pay
from the reclamation fund the sums
which may be needed for that pur-
pose, and it shall be the duty of the
Attorney General of the United
States, upon every application of the
Secretary of the Interior under this
act, to cause proceedings to be com-
menced for condemnation within 30
days from the receipt of the applica-
tion at the Department of Justice.

Section 8. That nothing in this
act shall be construed as affecting or
intending to affect or in any way
interfere with the laws of any State or
Territory relating to the control,
appropriation, use or distribution of
water used in irrigation, or any vested
right acquired thereunder, and the
Secretary of the Interior, in carrying
out the provisions of this act, shall  



14

proceed in conformity with such laws,
and nothing herein shall in any way
affect any right of any State or of the
Federal Government or of any land-
owner, appropriator or user of water
in, to, or from any interstate stream,
or the water thereof: Provided, That
the right to the use of water acquired
under the provisions of this act shall
be appurtenant to the land irrigated,
and beneficial use shall be the basis,
the measure, and the limit of the
right.

Section 9. That it is hereby de-
clared to be the duty of the Secretary
of the Interior in carrying out the
provisions of this act, so far as the
same may be practicable and subject
to the existence of feasible irrigation
projects, to expend the major portion
of the funds arising from the sale of
public lands within each State and
Territory hereinbefore named for the
benefit of arid and semi-arid lands
within the limits of each State or

Territory: Provided, That the Secre-
tary may temporarily use such por-
tion of said funds for the benefit of
arid or semi-arid lands in any par-
ticular State or Territory hereinbefore
named as he may. deem advisable, but
when so used the excess shall be
restored to the fund as soon as prac-

ticable, to the end that ultimately,
and in any event within each ten-
year period after the passage. of this

act, the expenditures for the benefit

Of the said States and Territories shall
be equalized according to the propor-

tions and subject to the conditions as

to practicability and feasibility afore-
said.

Section 10. That. the Secretary of

the Interior is hereby authorized to
perform any and all acts and to make
such rules and regulations as may be

necessary and proper for the purpose
of carrying the provisions of this act
into full force and effect.

Approved June 17, 1902.



What Irrigation Is Doing for Arizona.

With a Plain Statement of How the Government Has Sanctioned a Grave
Wrong Against Peaceful and Industrious Indian Tribes; How by the

Building of a Storage Reservoir this Wrong May be Righted,
Great Good Result, and Public Money be Saved4

By ARTHUR POWELL DAVIS.

The surprising results of the appli-
cation of water to desert land are seen
most strikingly in southern Arizona.
No better conception of the real mean-
ing of irrigation can be obtained than
by driving .across country toward
Phoenix, the capital, froth some of the
outlying towns. All day long the
traveler continues over the sun-burnt
plain, parched with drouth, its repul-
sive aspect emphasized by an occa-
sional cactus or stunted desert shrub,
fitting types of death and desolation .

The eye becomes weary of the forbid-
ding aspect, and we wonder what pos-
sible use could be ,made of such a
desert waste.

On crossing an irrigating danal we
find ourselves surrounded by highly
cultivated farms, the vivid green of
alfalfa fields on one hand, thrifty
orchards on the other and substantial
farm houses and herds of fat cattle
and horses on both. The scene is a
veritable feast for the eye, and the
sense of delight is qUickened by the
perfumes from the flowering plants
abounding on every side. It Seems
incredible that such a complete transr
formation can be wrought merely
through the agency of water.

Not only does irrigation transform

the desert into a garden, but it makes
possible, and even necessitates an
intensive cultivation and gives rise
to conditions favoring the growth of
densely peopled communities. A farm
of 80 or 160 acres is required for the
support of a family in the Mississippi
valley; with the . same labor spent
upon 20 or 40 acres under irrigation
in Arizona, an equally good or better
living can be obtained. This is owing
to the longer season, the certain and
regular water supply, and the more
intensive cultivation possible where
the sun shines every day. For equal
areas there are possible four times as
many farm houses, and in irrigated
lands villages are frequent, almost
touching each other. The health,
freedom, and the natural beauty of
rural life are enjoyed without the iso-
lation and privation which farming
involves further east.

The results so far accomplished by
irrigation in Arizona have been
brought about mainly by the diver-
sion into canals of the water of the
Salt and Gila rivers. The limit of this
diversion was long ago reached, and
has, iii tact, been,pasSed, as the natur-
al flow of' the . streams has been over
appropriated in some cases. An es-
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pecially aggravated case of this kind
is that existing on the Gila River In-
dian Reservation.

The reservation is occupied largely
by the Pima, Maricopa and a limited
number of Papago Indians. Our
earliest knowledge of these Indians
indicates that they have long been in-
dustrious farmers and irrigators, as
they continued to be for many years
after the acquisition of Arizona by the
the United States. Wheat, corn and
vegetables have been raised in large
quantities, and they have manufac-
tured earthen ware, baskets and a few
woolen and cotton articles. They gave
assistance to the early white settlers
and their &ors were always open to
peaceable whites and Indians when
hard pressed by savage tribes. Until
recently these tribes, living in small
villages, have supported themselves,
and their progress toward civilization
has been regarded as one of the en-
couraging features of the Indian prob-
lem. Their agriculture was carried
on entirely by irrigation, with water
diverted from the Gila river.

Disregarding the rights and neces-
sities of these Indians, the United
States has been disposing of arid lands
in the valley of the Gila river above
the Indian reservation, which could
not possibly be rendered of value . ex-
cept through the use of the waters of

this river. Gradually such lands have
been brought under irrigation until

in a course of nearly 200 miles and
by in numerable ditches the waters of

the Gila have been entirely diverted.

DUring., several months of the summer

there has been in recent years little or

no water in the Gila river on the 

Indian reservation.
It is universally recognized that the

deprival of these Indians of their irri-
gating supply is not only a grievous
hardship, but a great wrong both in
law and equity. The United States
government, which is the sole guar-
dian of the rights and interests of
these Indians, is bound by every con-
sideration of justice and economy, as
well as sound public policy, to restore .

to.them a sufficient quantity of water
to enable them to resume th  practice
of agriculture as of old.

It is now necessary to issue con-
siderable sustenance to the Indians,
and in a Very short ;line such charity,
while permitting the Indians ;,to de-
generate in the most deplorable Man-
ner, will become a serious expense to
the United States, much greater than
the interest upon the total cost of the
irrigation works recommended These,
if built, would not only give the In-
dians an ample water supply, but
bring under cultivation 1.00,000 acres
of public • lands, and furnish homes
for 40,000 white inhabitants.

It is estimated that 40,000 acre-feet •
of water per annum is necessary fOr
these Indians to support themselves
by agriculture. A thorough konwl-
edge of the country and careful inves-
tigation of all possibilities establishes
the fact that the only available means
of providing a reliable supply of this
quantity of water annually, is by
storing the -flood waters which now
flow to waste in the channel of the
Gila river.

By far the most feasible and econom-
ical reservoir site available for this
purpose is situated on the San Carlos  
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Indian reservation, about two Miles
below the mouth of the San Carlos
river, where the Gila river enters a
narrow canyon. A dam constructed
at this point, to an elevation of 142
feet above the bed of the river, would
form a storage res@rvoir with a
capacity of 240,000 acre-feet, 1. e., it
would impound sufficient water to
cover 240,000 acres one foot deep.

The estimated cost of the structure.
including the diversion works, a . lib-
eral allowance for all damages, and 10
per cent for unforeseen contingencies,
is $1,190,000. The water drawn from
the reservoir for irrigation would flow
down the channel of the river as it
does naturally, and be diverted at a

favorable point.
Considering water supply, irrigable

land and the remarkable facilities for
building and maintaining a large

storage reservoir, there are few reser-

voir sites in the arid region equal to

the one at San Carles. If built, it

will not only solve the problem of

supporting and civilizing three tribes
of Indians, but it will furnish a reli-

able supply of water for the reclama-

tion of 100,000 acres of government

land, now a barren desert, entirely

without value in its present. state.

This land should be disposed of in

tracts of 20 or 40 acres under the pro-

_ visions of the homestead act, with a

charge sufficient to cover the cost of

the work.
It has been abundantly proved,

bah in California and Arizona, that

under the intensive cultivation pos-

sible with irrigation in a semi-tropical
climate, twenty acres is sufficient land

for the support of a family. Includ-

ing the urban .population, which will
necessarily accompany such a develop-
ment, homes will be provided for not

less than 40,000 souls', and under the
terms suggested, any industrious man
can make a comfortable home in Ari-

zona as easily as was done half a cen-
tury ago in Illinois and Missouri.

The argument in favor of the con-
struction of a reservoir for the storage
of the waters of the Gila river by the
United States government is stronger,
perhaps, than for any other project in
the country, for the following reasons:

1. The government has expended
large sums of money for the introduc-
tion of irrigation on the Indian reser-
vations, where it is desired to educate
the Indian into agricultural habits as
a means of his Civilization. This is a
well-established and wise public policy,
and has already been productive of
much good, but it is always in the
nature of an experiment, and more or
less difficulty and uncertainty is at-
tendant upon the attempt to induce
the Indians to accept this mode of
livelihood. In the present case we
have tribes of Indians who have for
centuries been engaged in agriculture
by irrigation, and who were until
recently the only sucessful irrigators
in Arizona. These Indians have been
deprived of their water supply through
the agency of the white man, directly
encouraged by the United States gov-
ernment. It is an imperative obliga-
tion of honor that their supply should
be restored to them, and the only
practical means of this restoration is
by storage on the Gila river. In ad-
dition to this, there is held out the

1. certainty that unless this is done



these Indians will retrograde from a
condition of industry and prosperity
to one of mendicancy and vice. In-
stead of an uncertain possibility of
elevating a savage tribe, we are con-
fronted .with the necessity of prevent-
ing the destruction of a civilization
already attained.

2. It is practically certain that the
• storage of the Gila waters will never

be accomplished by private or corpor-
ate enterprise, for two reasons: (1) The
direct financial retUrns are not suf-
ficient to induce so large an invest-
ment of private capital; the land to
be benefited being mainly in public
ownership, there is no means uncle'
present laws by which 'a private com-
pany could realize the full benefit of
its improvements. 	 .

3. The government being the owner
of more land under the canal than
can ever be watered by it, can entirely
control the appropriation of the val-
ues which will be created by the con-
struction of a reservoir, and can en-
tirely recoup itself for all expenses
incurred, and thus discharge its obli-
gation of honor with no expenditure
except the utilization of its own nat-
ural resources. It is not a proposition
for the government to spend money
for the benefit, of private individuals,
nor of any particular section, and
hence is not comparable . with river
and harbor improvements, although
the general benefits are so comparable:
as homes will be furnished at low

community will be thus practically
added to the domain of the United
States.

RESOLUTIONS

Passed By the Chamber of Com-
merce, Tucson, Arizona,

April 2nd, 1903,
WHEREAS, Congress appropriated

$20,000 for the investigation of the
feasibility of water storage especia ily
for the relief of the needy Pima In-
dian., on the Sacaton reservation; and

WHEREAS, the United States Geo-
logical Suivev, after a thorough ex-
arm nation, in an ex ha ustive report re-
corn mended the construCtion of it.
dam at San Carlos, on tire Gila: river,
as the only satisfactory method of

of accomplishing that purpose; and

WHEREAS, acting on that repor l .
six_ months before the passage of the
irrigation law, the Secretary of the
Interior recommended in his report
to Congress its immediate construc-
tion, both for the relief of these In

n ,-' trim1 “s n mn ideal priiiect tri

lustrate the beneficial results which
would ;recrue to tire country from a
system of national irrigation; and

WHEREAS, the irriga trout law passed

June 17.. 1902, was enacted for the
chief purpose of furnishing homes
upon the public domain tit the least,
possible cost to settlers thereon con-

sistent with the government being re

rates to thousands of industrious peo- imhursed for the cost of water storage;

pie who will conic from all parts Of the and

country.	 WHEREAS, a strong effort is being

A forbidding desert will be trans- made to secure the consent. of the
formed into a rich oasis, and a large Secretary of the Interior to the con,
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• struction of the Tonto • Basin reser-
voir, on Salt river, for the irrigation
of a district in which there are 50,000
acres more land held in private owner•
ship than can be irrigated from said
reservoir: and •

WHEREAS, we believe this to he a
contravention of the principal pur-
pose of the iri;igation law, and because
of this fact will be most injurious to
the future usefulness of the same; and

WHEREAS, by reason of law and
engineering impossibilities, no essen-
tial portion of fertile land on the Gila
r i v er Indian reservation can he sup-

'Plied• With water from the proposed
Tonto system; and

.W.HPAEAS, we have small hope of
. two large reservoirs in Arizona being
ccnstrocted _for some years to come,

.. under the Pro tata feature of the law;

NOW 'THEREFOBE, BE IT RESOLVED by
- the 'Tucson Cham ber of , Commerce,
• for the rea.sons andlacts hereinbefore
; set forth, that the San Carlos reservoir
has the unqualified 'endorsement of I
this body athe initial prOject in na-
tiotW irrigatiOn frpi Ari'z'Oria.

• RESOLVED, That we hereby earnestly
•,,Kotest, aga,ipst, . any .attenint to per-
vert the henefieep t , in 	 mf this
great law.

RESOLVED, That the. Secretary. be
instructed to forward a copy of these
resolutions to the President of. tile Unit-
cd States and the Secretary of the
interior.

L. H.. MANNING,
President.

n .1,1,LEN B. JAYNES,

•, Acting Secretary.

SALT' RIVER SCHEMERS. .
• fl .	 ,

From the Los Angeles Times., .

The people , of the Salt . B.iver valley,
in Aii .zona,,were not particularly well
affected to' ward the national irrigation
movement—that is to say, supposing
the newspapers, of Phoenix properly
represented their sentiments. A cer-
tain clique down there was dead set
upon getting through a sort of a Pri-
vate reservoir scheme at public ex-
pense. Now that national irrigation
is an assured fact, these people are
rushing in to take advantage of it.
A call foi''a meeting was issued a few
days ago, in Phoenix, directed to per-
sons living in all parts of the valley
who may be interested, in the subject
of irrigation. The object is stated to
be to frame a petition to the Secretary
of the Interior, requesting him to
proceed, under the new irrigation law,
with the construction of a reservoir at
the Tonto Basin site.

Now, as is well known, and as the
Times has frequently stated, the very
first reservoir which the United States
should construct, under the new sys-
tem, is that at San Carlos, on the
Gila,' river, because, not only would this
furnish water to a large area of public
land, available for white settlers, but
it would also prove a Godsend to a
number of worthy and industrious
Indians on the Sacaton reservation,
below Florence, who have been in a
state of semi-starvation for several
years, owing to the diversion, by white
settlers, of the water supply, which
they liave , used for centuries. These
Indians have always been good friends
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of the whites, at times when such
friendship was badly needed. It is
simply an act of justice, not of charity,
that they should be placed in a posi-
tion to support themselves, and be
furnished water in place of that which
has been taken away from them..

This is one of the three sites that
were specified by the Secretary of the
Interior, as plaCes where national

- irrigation work was to begin, the other
two being in the northwestern part of
the country. Now comes this clique
of Phonecian schemers and asks the
people of Salt River valley to request

the Secretary of the Interior to go

back on his proposition, and construct

a reservoir where it would benefit a

large area of lands now held in private
ownership. It is true these people
say that the Indians might be supplied
with water from this reservoir "by
extending an existing canal a distance

of eight miles," but this statement

may be taken with a grain of salt—

from Salt river.
We very much doubt whether the

Secretary of the Interior will permit

himself to be diverted from the course
which he has mapped out, in order to

please a few speculators at Phoenix,
who did all they could to cast dis-
credit upon the national irrigation

movement.

SAN CARLOS RESERVOIR.

Endorsed in Strong Resolutions by
the Presbyterian Synod.

Ft'om the Arizona FIlade.

Rev. Charles H. Cook, who has been

engaged In missionary work on the

Pima reservation for 30 years past, and
knows more of the history, needs and
present condition of the Pima Indians
than any white man living, was in
attendance at the Presbyterian synod
of New Mexico, held at Albuquerque,
October 3d to 6th, 1902, and assisted
in preparing the report of the com-
mittee on water supply for the Pima
Indians. The report is as follows:
To the Synod of !sTeiv Mexico:

Your Committee on Water Supply
for the Pima Indians would respect,'
fully report:

The Gila River Indian reservation
is situated in Pinal and Maricopa
counties, in southern Arizona.

It extends for a distance of 50 Miles
on both sides of the Gila. river and
has a width of from six to sixteen
miles, and consists of 357,120 acres.

The reservation is inhabited by the
Pimas, the Papagoes and the Mari-
copas. These, with the nomadic Pap-
agoes living south of the reservation,
about 2,000 of whom formerly got
their bread from the Pima reservation,
number about 7,000 souls.

These have always been industrious -
and successful farmers and irrigators.
During the past 36 years, under the
auspices of the government and true
mission work, t hey have made great
progress in .the arts of civilization.
But in the midst of their prosperity
and advancement a great calamity
has come upon them.

Agriculture can be carried on only
by irrigation; the only source of water
supply being the Gila river. But
during the last 10 years others
have been settling above the reserva-
timi aid by taking out ditches have



deprived the Indians of the water
needed and today we find them on the
verge of starvation.

We find a total of 586 families, with
a population of 2,853, in 13 villages on
this reservation, of whom 432 families
have not raised anything during the
past year, and the remainder only
from one-half to a full crop. This is
the fifth year that over 2,000 Pimas
have raised nothing and this greatly

affects at least 2,000 Papagoes.
We are convinced that the only

remedy is the San Carlos reservoir,

for the building of which strenuous

efforts have been put forth for the

East five years; and,
Whereas, Congress has recommend-

ed an appropriation for the building
of reservoirs and has left the location

to be selected to the Honorable the

Secretary of the Interior; and,
Whereas, There are now being put

forth strong efforts by interested par-

ties to have the appropriation diverted
toward.the building of a reservoir in

Tonto Basin for the irrigation of lands
already mostly occupied by Americans

in the Salt River valley; and,

Whereas, Efforts are made to have

the impression go abroad that the

Indians at the Gila crossing and other

Indians already have a sufficient sup-

ply of water for all their lands, with-

out making the statement that these

Indians have only a limited supply of

land;
Therefore, this Synod would most

respectfully but strongly urge upon

the Honorable Secretary of the In-

terior that he direct a most thorough supporting and many grew rich, but

investigation of the conditions and are now dependent upon the govern-

needs of the Pimas and Papagoes , ment. They are anxious to have the

with a view of having work begun at

the earliest possible date on the San

Carlos reservoir, in order that relief

may at once come to these Indians,

many of whom are on the verge of

starvation, and all of whom are

anxious to remain self-supporting.
We urge this in the name of justice,

humanity, and even economy.
And also that a copy of these reso-

lutions be sent to the Honorable Secre-

tary of the Interior, to the Honorable
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, to
the Secretary of the Board of Home
Missions of the Presbyterian Church,
to the Lake Mohonk Conference, New
York, and to the Indian Rights Asso-
ciation of Philadelphia.

Respectfully submitted,
R. M. CRAIG,
C. H. COOK,
D. M. W YNKOOP,

Committee.
The report was unan imo u sly adopted

and the committee continued, with
instructions to give the report effect
as far as possible.

Indian Pupil's Ask for
San Carlos Dam.

From the Tucson Citizen.

TUCSON, Arizona, March 14.—For
years the Pima Indians have been
pleading for water for the lands they
cultivated for centuries before the
whites came to Arizona and appro-
priated the other lands. There are
7,000 in the tribe. They were self-



San Carlos dam built. Today 128

children subscribed to the following
petition to be forwarded to the Presi-
dent:

"We, the undersigned, Pima and
Papago pupils of the Tucson Indian
Inaustrial school, would respectfully
call the attention of the President of
the United States to the need of our
people for water to irrigate the fields.

The construction of the San Carlos
reservoir would provide the needed
water. When we go homefrom school
we are anxious to work and earn an

honest living. We want to put into
practice the things we are learning in
school. Our fathers and our grand-
fathers were farmers, and before their
water was taken from them they were
prosperous and happy. We want to
remain self-supporting and not become
a burden to the government. The

construction of the San Carlos reser-
voir would afford immediate relief, for

our people are now ready to work
upon the darn. They would thus
earn their own living."

Petition of Pima Chief
and His Captains.

ACATON, A riz., Feb. 18, 1903.

To His Excellency, the Hon. Theodore

Rbosevelt, President of the United

States of America:

DEAR SIR—It , has been (.'dir wish for
some time pa,t io send a delegation
of our people to see yon in Washing-
ton. Being unable to do so on account
of the large, expense, we have con-
cluded to write to you; we trust you
will pardon us for trespassing upon

your valuable time.
We realize in a measure the many

benefits received as a people from the
United States government; the agri-
cultural implements and schools are a
great help to us. Our relation to
yoUr .people has been very friendly
from the beginning. Your govern-
ment has been a great blessing to us
in subduing our common enemy, the
Apaches. In return we have aided in
that great work, and your early emi-
grants to California found - Shelter,
food and protection here for many
years.

Our .people are farmers, we have
excellent farming lands, and up to
within ten years ago we had an abun-
dance of water to irrigate our fields.

During the past five years, however,,.
our water supply during low water
has been taken from us by the whites
and there has been much suffering for
the'necessaries of life and a yearly loss
to us of over $100,000.

Agreeable to your wishes and policy
it is our earnest desire to remain self-
supporting, and to live at peace w ij-1,'

the outside world.
With the San Carlos reservoit and

with at least 40.000 acre feet, set apart
for our use on this reservation, we can
make a comfortable living. About
6,000 of us would be thus provided
for, including mir Gila Crossing and
Salt River Indians, most of whom
have at present a meager supply of
water and good farming land, and
about as many Papago and Quahadk
Indians, anxious to farm on this
reservation.

May ive not ask for your aid in this
matter? We feel assured - that if you
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knew our present circumstances, help
would soon reach us, and our people
would ever gratefully remember your

good offices in their behalf.

With our best wishes for your' wel-
fare, we remain your obedient serv-
ants, the Chief and Captains as men-

tioned below.

Antonio Azul, Chief of Pima In-

dians; Captain Juan Jackson, Captain

Xavier Anas, Captain Paat Tonort,

Captain Joseph Mark (Papago, Qui-e-

ne ketech), Captain John Hays (Has-,
san Kock), Captain Pasqual (Hassan

, Kock). Captain Juan Thompson, Cap-
tain To-a, Captain John Allison (Her-

chirl-e-chirk), Captain Thomas Pe-
chirkt (Stotonic), Captain Henry

Adams (Babechirl), Captain Dennis

Fulton (Wakey), Captain James

Thompson (Sho-stk), Captain Louis

,Scowqueck.
	—

Value of Irrigation by
the Government. 

water storage and crop irrigation.
Irrigation on private account, with

its marvelous results, has long been
known and practiced in the far West,
particularly on the Pacific slope, where
it has made Southern California one
of the great fruit gardens of the world.
Irrigation on national account, hav-
ing for its aim the conversion of vast

tracts of the public domain from
semi-arid grazing ranges or desert
wastes into homes of peace and plenty

for a great population as yet unborn,
is the far reaching conception, only
beginning to be fully realized, of the

late Major John W. Powell, by him

started on its career of scientific de-
velopment through the hydrographie
division of the United States geolog-
ical survey, and now taken up by the
national legislature and made an
actual instrumentality in our life and
growth as a people.  

Maxwell's Confession. 

[Extract from a speech of Geo. H. Maxwell,
before the Southern California branch of
the National Irrigation Association, pub-
lished in the Los Angeles Times of March
20th, 1993.]

"But the chief difficulty that con-
fronts the national irrigation move-
ment to-day is that, as we approach a

vast expenditure of public money,
and a vast area of public land is

about to be opened up and rendered
valuable, the cupidity of people who
are seeking private speculation, rather
than the public good, is exaggerated
and intensified."

1 By F. FI. NEWELL, Chief of Division of Hy-
drography in United States Geological
Survey, to whom the Secretary of the In-
terior has intrusted this whole work.] .

From the Chicago Record-Herald, January
9th, 1903.

Probably not even the anthracite
coal strike, with the great questions

involved of fuel supply, of labor or-

ganization, of the relations of opera

tive labor and invested capital, is

destined to influence the national life
of this country more profoundly than

the great and still growing Work of       


